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WEBER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (WCD) MEETING
Regular Meeting, October 6, 2022
2871 Commerce Way, Ogden, UT 84401
ATTENDANCE: 
Appointed Weber Conservation District (WCD) Voting Members: 
John Degiorgio, Chairman
Kelly Wangsgard, Supervisor
Ronald Stratford, Supervisor
Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS):
Kenny Oswald, District Conservationist
Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF):
Brian Christiansen, Resource Coordinator
Zack Oman, Conservation District Planner
Corey Schellinger, Conservation District Planner
Weber County Weed Board:
Bart Cragun, Weed Supervisor
USU Extension:
Cody Zesinger, Extension Agent
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WCD MEETING- CALL TO ORDER
WCD Chairman John Degiorgio called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. A motion was made by Mr. Ronald Stratford to approve the September 1, 2022 meeting minutes and was seconded by Mr. Kelly Wangsgard. The motion was carried unanimously.

RESOURCE COORDINATOR UPDATE

Per Brian Christensen, Resource Coordinator, there is a renewed focus on ag protection areas. Weber County does not currently have a committee to review or approve new applications. The current Ag Protection areas in Weber County were put into place 30-40 years ago. Cody Zesinger will follow up to get details on this application process.
Japanese Knotweed and Garlic Mustard are invasive species that have recently been identified in the county. These as well as other noxious weeds that have been located in the county will likely qualify for ISM grant funding. Cody will write up the grant application and add seasonal worker pay to allow more support for Bart Cragun for his fall weed control efforts.
The WCD 2022-2023 weed goal has been met and now the focus can shift to the water quality goals. A possible focus would be producers in the Ogden Valley.
Grant Rasmussen from Nephi is a possible buyer for the Interseeder. He would be interested in purchasing the equipment next spring. He would possibly like the option to lease the equipment until he can purchase it. 

NRCS UPDATE
Per Kenny Oswald, District Conservationist, Applications for all funding for the coming year will be due by October 14th. This will hopefully result in more funding as well as earlier funding for projects. Supply chain issues and price increases were obstacles last year and resulted in funding falling through. Strategic Fund Pools'(SFP) deadline is March 31st. SFPs bring funding to a more local level. Due to inflation, the funding will increase. Letters were just sent to producers that did not qualify. NRCS systems are undergoing annual maintenance and will be offline for a couple of weeks and all payments are on hold until they come back up.








WEED BOARD UPDATE
Per Bart Cragun, Weed Board, He has noticed Coyote Gourd growing in a couple of spots. This gourd may be a host for invasive bugs. The state is recognizing there is a problem with Phragmites in the Great Salt Lake. This may result in additional weed control funding. Cody and Bart will trial some cover seed in a couple of problem areas.

EXTENSION UPDATE
Per Cody Zesinger, USU Extension, Farm Field Days has all been organized and approximately 650 students are expected to attend. The board members organized the rotation schedule for volunteering. Mr. Kelly Wangsgard made a motion to approve $500 for lunch to feed the volunteers, Mr. Ronald Stratford seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

OTHER
The Weber River Partnership Ad Hoc Committee is looking for landowners and producers to join the committee and be a part of the Confluence Conference roundtable discussion. John Degiorgio has agreed to be in the roundtable.


The next meeting will be held November 3, 2022.
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