
 

 

SOUTH JORDAN CITY 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
December 17, 2013 

 
Present: Mayor Scott Osborne, Council Member Mark Seethaler, Council Member Chuck 

Newton, Council Member Brian Butters, Council Member Steve Barnes, Council 
Member Larry Short,  CM John Geilmann, ACM Gary Whatcott, City Attorney 
Rob Wall, Police Chief Lindsay Shepherd, IS Director Jon Day, Mayor Elect 
Dave Alvord, Council Elect Chris Rogers, Council Elect Don Shelton, City 
Council Secretary MaryAnn Dean 

 
Others: Rulon Dutson, Clair Brotherson 
 
6:00 P.M. 
 
REGULAR MEETING 
 

I. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
A. Welcome and Roll Call 

 
Mayor Osborne welcomed everyone present. All members of the City Council were present.  
 

B. Opening Ceremony  
 

1. Invocation 
 
Council Member Butters offered the invocation.  
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Chandler Wahlstip, led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

C. Motion to Approve Amended Agenda Items, If Any  
 
CM Geilmann noted that there would be a presentation before item II. A. by Nicole Sorenson. 
He also noted that item VII. A.1. and A.2. have been pulled from the agenda.  
 

D. Minute Approval 
 

1. December 3, 2013 Work Session 
 
2. December 3, 2013 Regular Meeting 

 
Council Member Seethaler noted a change to the December 3, 2013 Regular Meeting minutes.  
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Council Member Seethaler made a motion to approve the December 3, 2013 Work Session 
minutes, as printed, and the December 3, 2013 Regular Meeting minutes, with the noted 
change. Council Member Short seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor.  
 

II. AWARDS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
Nicole Sorenson, 3301 W. 10000 S., presented a painting to Mayor Osborne that was a summary 
of all of the schools that have ever existed in the City, from 1864 to present. She indicated that 
Mayor Osborne has done a lot of good for the city. She is thankful to everyone that donates their 
time for good, including teachers.  
 

A. Proclamation Recognizing the 2013 Bingham High School Undefeated Football 
Team 

 
Mayor Osborne read a proclamation honoring the achievements of Bingham High’s football 
team, who won another 5A State Championship.  
 
Coach Peck indicated that the team is ranked in the top 25 nationally. He indicated that this was 
one of the greatest groups he has ever coached. He said he hopes they are creating good young 
men, not just wins and losses.  
 
Christen Richards-Khong, Bingham High School Principal, expressed pride in their 
accomplishments, which stems from the people these players are at school. What happens on the 
field is icing on the cake.  
 

B. Seniors Committee Update (By Chair, Loyd Hefflin) 
 
Loyd Hefflin, reviewed the activities that have been held at the Senior Center including the fall 
banquet, Veterans Day lunch, Thanksgiving Day luncheon, and this Friday is the Christmas 
lunch. He invited the Mayor and City Council to attend the Christmas lunch. He noted that many 
of their seniors are out of town for the winter. He thanked the City Council for their support.  
 

C. Recognition and Appreciation of departing Mayor and Council Members (CM 
Geilmann) 

  
Council Member Short was presented with a gift. Mrs. Jackie Short expressed appreciation to her 
husband, Council Member Short, for his sacrifice to serve the city. Council Member Short 
expressed appreciation for everyone’s support. He said the city has great employees. He 
recommended that the new Council ride along with the police officers. He said they also need to 
get some funding to ensure that the officers have adequate ammunition for their personal 
practice.  
 
Council Member Butters was presented with a gift. Mrs. Shauna Butters expressed appreciation 
to her husband, Council Member Butters, for his integrity and honesty. Council Member Butters 
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expressed appreciation for his wife’s support. He encouraged the City Council to make decisions 
that are in the best interest of the whole city. He too indicated that the city has the finest staff, 
and thanked CM Geilmann, ACM Whatcott, and City Attorney Wall.  
 
Mayor Osborne was presented with a gift. Mrs. Denise Osborne expressed appreciation to her 
husband, Mayor Osborne, for his devotion to his service. He worked so hard and was diligent 
because the country and the city were worth it. Mayor Osborne said the experience allowed him 
a great deal of growth. He expressed appreciation to his wife. He also thanked CM Geilmann, 
ACM Whatcott, and City Attorney Rob Wall.  
 
Council Member Newton presented Mayor Osborne with a framed article from Realtor Magazine 
naming South Jordan the second most popular place in the nation to live. He also recognized CM 
Geilmann for his 9 ½ years of service and presented him with a framed copy of the cover of the 
aforementioned magazine.  
 

III. SHORT RECESS PRIOR TO BEGINNING BUSINESS & PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

The City Council took a short recess and held a small reception for the departing Mayor and 
Council Members. 
 

IV. CITIZEN COMMENT 
 
Robert Brotherson, 11021 S. 1300 W., read a prepared statement (Attachment A) regarding 
some concerns with UTA Route 218. He encouraged the City to apply pressure to UTA.  
 
Mayor Osborne said since they learned of this issue, staff has already been meeting with UTA to 
correct the issue. City Commerce Director Preece indicated that the route will be fixed by 
Sunday.  
 
BUSINESS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND POTENTIAL LEGISLATIVE ACTION ITEMS  
 

A.1. PUBLIC HEARING – Ordinance 2013-20, Amending Title 17.130.020 
regarding Residential Chickens (By Community Development Director 
Shaw) 

 
Community Development Director Shaw reviewed the background information on this item.  
 
Council Member Seethaler asked how Daybreak management feels about the change? Mr. Shaw 
said Daybreak feels the time is right. They are a sustainable community, and it fits with their 
goals. He noted that any complaints or concerns would go through the Daybreak process first 
before it comes to the City.  
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Rulon Dutson, representing Daybreak, said they adopted a residential chicken ordinance prior to 
this coming to the City.  
 
Mayor Osborne opened the public hearing. There were no comments. He closed the public 
hearing.  
 
 A.2. Potential Action Item – (See V. A.1.) 
 
Council Member Butters made a motion to approve Ordinance 2013-20. Council Member 
Barnes seconded the motion. Roll call vote. The vote was unanimous 5-0 in favor.  
 

B.1. PUBLIC HEARING – Ordinance 2013-21, Amending Chapter 3.16 of the South 
Jordan City Code Regarding Taxing Accommodations Rented for Less than 30 
Days. (By Finance Director, Sunil Naidu) 

 
Finance Director Naidu reviewed the background information on this item.  
 
Mayor Osborne asked if this creates jeopardy for any taxes collected in the last year? City 
Attorney Wall said this does not change any taxes that anyone is paying, it just clarifies that the 
City is not the collecting agency. He said the law was changed 4-5 years ago. This is a cleanup of 
an existing practice changed under the state law.  
 
Council Member Seethaler said this implies that the City does not impose the 1% tax? Finance 
Director Naidu said they have imposed the tax for a long time, but they have not specified it at 
1%.  
 
Council Member Seethaler asked if the state will charge an administrative fee? Finance Director 
Naidu said he did not think so. If they do, it would equate to $250-$300 per year. 
 
Finance Director Naidu indicated that letters were sent out last week notifying the effected 
parties of the change. They will also send this Resolution to the Tax Commission tomorrow, and 
they will take over.  
 
Mayor Osborne opened the public hearing. There were no comments. He closed the public 
hearing.  
 

B.2. Potential Action Item – (See V. B.1.) 
 
Council Member Short made a motion to approve Ordinance 2013-21. Council Member 
Seethaler seconded the motion. Roll call vote. The vote was unanimous 5-0 in favor.  
 

VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND POTENTIAL ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION ITEMS 
 
None.  
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VII. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

A.1. Ordinance 2013-16, Follow-Up from November 19, 2013 Council Meeting when 
the Public Hearing was held. An Ordinance amending Sections of the South 
Jordan Municipal Code to regulate business licensing and zoning of pawnbrokers, 
secondhand merchandise dealers, secondary metals dealers, and similar 
businesses. (By COS, Paul Cunningham)  

 
This item was pulled from the agenda. See item I. C.  
 
 A.2. Potential Action Item – (See VII. A.1.) 
 
This item was pulled from the agenda. See item I. C. 
 

B.1. Executive Closed Session: to discuss the Character, Professional Competence, or 
Physical or Mental Health of an Individual. 
 

Council Member Short made a motion to go into Executive Closed Session to discuss the 
character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual. Council 
Member Barnes seconded the motion. Roll call vote. The vote was unanimous 5-0 in favor.  
 
 B.2. Potential Action Item from the Executive Closed Session - (See VII. B.1.) 
 
Council Member Butters made a motion to approve the document entitled ‘Agreement and 
Release of all Claim’ which memorializes the terms of retirement from employment with 
the City for John H. Geilmann, and to authorize Mayor Osborne to execute the document 
on behalf of the City of South Jordan. Council Member Short seconded the motion. Roll 
call vote. The vote was unanimous 5-0 in favor.  
 

VIII. REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
 

A. MAYOR 
 
Mayor Osborne said route 218 should be addressed by UTA as well to make sure that 
connections are not being missed on that route either. He noted a UTA study contemplating a 
BRT along the Redwood Road corridor. The initial study stopped at 9000 South; he understands 
that has now been moved to 11400 South. ACM Whatcott said the scope of the study has not 
been defined. UTA has withdrawn their contribution for the study; it is in disarray at this time. 
Mayor Osborne noted a study for the options that might exist regarding economic development 
along Redwood Road. He said all of the individual cites have a master plan for Redwood Road 
and the studies have been done. There is a meeting staff will attend on this issue on January 14th.  
City Attorney Wall said Bob McKinley wants to talk with the City Council of their vision and 
how he can help the city. Mayor Osborne said they are fortunate to have Mr. McKinley’s 
representation on the board.  
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Mayor Osborne noted some concerns that the COM (Council of Mayors) has with compensation 
at UTA.  
 
Council Member Newton suggested they have a meeting with Mr. McKinley in February or 
March to get the needed information before the Dallas business trip with city representatives and 
UTA.  
 
Mayor Osborne noted a conference he attended with the Colorado River Association. He noted 
that the water has been over allocated. He also noted concerns with the capacity at Lake Powell 
and Lake Mead. They are in jeopardy of not being able to generate power. He said they need to 
get some more teeth in their conservation efforts. The city was reducing their consumption until 
last year. If they do not meet their 2020 goal, there will be an automatic 5 percent penalty that 
they will have to pay to CUP. That penalty will continue, 5 percent more each year, for up to 10 
years, if the problem is not corrected. He noted the ET sprinkler controllers that have been 
installed on some city owned property. That needs to continue. He noted that the cost of water is 
scheduled to double every 14 years. He said they cannot over allocate their water. He noted a 
potential development coming to South Jordan that would require 6 million gallons of water a 
day, in phase 1. He re-emphasized that they need teeth in their conservation efforts rather than 
suggestions.  
 

B. CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
Council Member Barnes thanked staff for the Light the Night event.  
 
Council Member Barnes said the Resolution in support of the caucus system will be brought 
back in January.   
 
Council Member Barnes thanked Council Member Butters, Council Member Short, and CM 
Geilmann for their years of dedicated service.  
 
Council Member Short indicated that he will continue working on the History Committee. It has 
been great working with everyone.  
 
Council Member Butters indicated that he has enjoyed his association with the City Council. He 
said “the Mayor and three Councilmen that forced CM Geilmann’s retirement have dodged being 
charged with a Class B misdemeanor. Had CM Geilmann not agreed to retire, after being forced, 
you could have been and would have been charged. Thank you CM Geilmann; you are a 
gentleman”. Council Member Seethaler said “that is good to know. Thank you”.  
 

C. CITY MANAGER 
 
CM Geilmann read a prepared statement (Attachment B).  
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Mayor Osborne noted CM Geilmann’s character. He expressed appreciation for his leadership, 
residency, willingness to serve, dedication, hours served, and his wisdom. He also thanked CM 
Geilmann’s wife.  
 

D. OTHER 
 
None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council Member Newton made a motion to adjourn. Council Member Short seconded the 
motion. The vote was unanimous in favor.  
 
The December 17, 2013 City Council meeting adjourned at 9:09 p.m. 
 
 
This is a true and correct copy of the December 17, 2013 meeting minutes, which were approved on 
January 7, 2014. 
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