
 

 

SOUTH JORDAN CITY 
CITY COUNCIL WORK MEETING 

 
October 15, 2013 

 
Present: Mayor Scott Osborne, Council Member Mark Seethaler, Council Member Chuck 

Newton, Council Member Brian Butters, Council Member Steve Barnes, Council 
Member Larry Short,  CM John Geilmann, ACM Gary Whatcott, 
Intergovernmental Affairs Chip Dawson, City Council Secretary MaryAnn Dean 

 
Others: Dave Spatafore 
 
4:00 P.M. 
EXECUTIVE CONFERENCE ROOM 
 
SPECIAL WORK SESSION 
 
Mayor Osborne welcomed everyone. Council Member Newton offered the invocation. He noted 
that Council Members Short and Barnes would be arriving late.  
 

I. 2014 Legislative Preview 
 
Chip Dawson, Intergovernmental Affairs, reviewed the 2014 Legislative Preview presentation 
(Attachment A).    
 
Council Member Seethaler noted that the city is progressing towards having 25% of its budget in 
reserves, but they are not there yet.  
 
Regarding the Water District funding, Mayor Osborne said he feels the property tax levy 
authority of water conservancy districts is appropriate. That is a significant way to fund the 
capital expenditures that go on in water districts. 
 
The City Council noted that in regards to the 2700 West project, that would extend to South 
Jordan Parkway, not 10600 South. They may bury the crossing service line from the distribution 
lines to the homes. The cost estimate is $100,000. The poles will stay up next to the homes 
because they can’t bury the underground transmission line and the east side is already improved. 
Burying the polls would cost millions. The goal is to get enough funding to reconstruct 2700 
West from the north border of the city to the south border.   
 
Regarding disorderly conduct amendments, the gun rights advocates are in favor the change and 
law enforcement can live with the change.  
 
Mr. Dawson said changing the method of allocation for Class C road funds will be a fight. They 
will be enlisting support from the Wasatch Front Council of Governments and Council of 
Mayors. Council Member Newton expressed support for using the existing funds to make online 
training videos and to reduce the 1 percent licensure fee to ½ percent to go into the existing fund.  
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Mayor Osborne said they should watch the water right forfeiture issue closely. It allows for the 
opportunity for an abandoned water right to be brought forward for as much as 70 years, and 
claim against that. He said the water district then has to defend itself against those applications. It 
is expensive to defend. If some of the applications are successful, it could be catastrophic.  
 
Council Member Newton noted a proposed tax by the Department of Environmental Quality for 
water and sewer connections. Will a bill be run on that issue? Mr. Dawson said the League does 
not feel there is a need to draft a bill right now. If the issue gains support, they may need to run a 
counter bill.  
 
Council Member Newton asked if they should run a bill to get their Class C road funds for the 
alleys in Daybreak that did not qualify. Mr. Spatafore said they will try to get a change from 
UDOT administratively.  
 
Mr. Spatafore indicated that they do not anticipate any surprises this session. Council Member 
Barnes indicated that they should support Representative Ivory in his federal land issue. That 
would eliminate education funding issues.  
 
MISC. ITEMS 
 
CM Geilmann indicated that there is a letter/petition that has been submitted regarding some dirt 
being brought in by Santorini. It is an engineering issue that the city is working through. They 
are not trying to go against the development agreement that is in place.  
 
CM Geilmann said Forest City has forwarded a proposed continuation of agreement for their 
consultation study. The market will be changing the first of the year and they will be competing 
with Sandy City soon. He reviewed where the money would come from for the study. He 
suggested they keep the project moving forward.  
 
Mayor Osborne said this agreement would move it forward to the point that it would produce a 
development plan for all 1000 acres of the property, and that would include that Forest City 
would do all of the town meetings and start presentations to the public about the development 
plan. City Commerce Director Preece said the development plan for all 1000 acres is paid for. 
This new agreement would be focused specifically on Mulligans. CM Geilmann said in order for 
the Council to have a fully vested interest on what is being presented, including Mulligans, 
Forest City would take the project out to the community to give input on. Mr. Preece clarified 
that the old agreement was for the development plan for the entire 1000 acres.  
 
Council Member Newton made a motion to go into closed meeting to discuss the sale or 
purchase of real property. Council Member Barnes seconded the motion.  
 
Council Member Seethaler said it is impossible to know what can or cannot be said publically on 
this deal. He opposed going into a closed meeting. CM Geilmann said the plan presents a sale of 
some property. If that discussion effects the value of that sale, that is the reason to discuss the 
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issue in a closed meeting. Council Member Newton said he has a different understanding of the 
concept that has been presented tonight that relates directly to a closed meeting issue.  
 
Roll call vote. The vote was unanimous in favor.  
 
The City Council came out of closed meeting.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council Member Barnes made a motion to adjourn. Council Member Butters seconded the 
motion. The vote was unanimous in favor.  
 
 
 
This is a true and correct copy of the October 15, 2013 City Council Work meeting minutes, which 
were approved on November 19, 2013. 
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