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ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 6, 2022
WORK MEETING – 5:00 P.M.
REGULAR MEETING – 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST



Mayor Melani Torgersen called the work meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said work meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Guy Graham, 
Marlene Stowe, Dan’l Lindsay, Chad Lyman and City Recorder Stephanie Steed. 
Council member Lenza Wilson and City Attorney Barry Huntington were excused. 

There was no one else present. 

The work meeting was to discuss the Ordinances and Agreements. 

The work meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m.

Mayor Torgersen called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said regular meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Graham, Stowe, Lindsay, Lyman, City Attorney Huntington and City Recorder Steed. 
Council member Wilson was excused. 

Also present were Fred Spencer, Karen Simmons, Terence Tontlewicz, Victory Crawford, 
Julie Brugger, Chad Jones, Sandra Jones, Liberty Lyman, Harriot Priska and Dave Conine.

Mayor Torgersen led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk10560380]Council member Lyman moved to adopt the agenda as written. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lyman, Lindsay and Graham voting aye. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF AUGUST 16, 2022 MEETING
Council member Lindsay moved to approve the minutes of the August 16, 2022 meeting as written. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lindsay, Lyman, Stowe and Graham voting aye. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
JULIE BRUGGER
Ms. Brugger asked if there will be an open house for the fourplex when it is finished. 
Mayor Torgersen said it is in the County and Ms. Brugger will have to ask Neighbor Works. 
PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS 
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
There was no Planning and Zoning meeting last week. 

SCHEDULED ITEMS
GARFIELD COUNTY SHERIFF DANNY PERKINS – UPDATE
Mayor Torgersen said Sheriff Perkins is on a Search at Bryce Canyon. 

ESCALANTE PETRIFIED FOREST STATE PARK – DONATION
CHAD JONES 
Mr. Jones said he is the new ranger at the Escalante Petrified Forest State Park. Mr. Jones explained they thought they were only $70,000.00 short on the asphalt but they are $300,000.00 short. Mr. Jones said he would like to withdraw his donation request. Mr. Jones said he would like to contact the New Escalante Irrigation Company but does not know who to contact. Council member Lyman said he will give Mr. Jones the contact information after the meeting. 

LIBERTY LYMAN – REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL ONSITE WORK MEETING TO DISCUSS DRAINAGE CONCERNS - MOQUI GARDENS SUBDIVISION 
Ms. Lyman explained she is following up from the meeting they had on August 16, 2022 with the Mayor and a couple Council members. Ms. Lyman said they would like to have a walk about to identify their drainage concerns in the Moqui Gardens Subdivision. Ms. Lyman said they would like it to be an official meeting that is recorded. Council member Lindsay said he feels that a request for a meeting of record on a field trip is a little funny. Council member Lindsay explained each Council member is put over a specific division in the city so they have time to do their department and it does not take a lot of everyone’s time. Council member Lindsay explained the City has found some money to have an engineer go look at the drainage in the Moqui Gardens Subdivision and then we will know where to proceed. Council member Lindsay explained that City Recorder Steed and City Attorney Huntington have sent a letter to the landowners that the City feels are in violation with the drainage issue. Mayor Torgersen said Escalante City will be doing a drainage study. Council member Lyman asked why Ms. Lyman feels they need a quorum to be at the walk around meeting. Ms. Lyman said they feel this has been going on for a long time and if they have a meeting and the Council says they will do something it is on record. Ms. Lyman said there are clogged culverts and the water runs into her yard. Ms. Lyman explained if we can have a walk about, we can show you specific concerns and we feel it is a good idea to have a paper trail of the meeting. Mayor Torgersen explained a work meeting is recorded but the only minutes that are taken is who attended and the time it started and adjourned. Mayor Torgersen said she is willing to meet with in the Moqui Gardens Subdivision but there will not be a quorum. Council member Lyman said he is also willing to meet and go over the concerns. Council member Lyman said he would suggest having Council member Lindsay do the walk around and take notes then bring them back to a City Council meeting to report on it. Council member Lindsay said the City’s responsibility on the Moqui Gardens Subdivision drainage is very minimal. Council member Lindsay said the landowners above the Subdivision need to control the water on their land. Council member Lindsay explained as of tomorrow he will not be to another Council meeting for two and a half months. Council member Lindsay said he is not sure when he can meet with the citizens at the Moqui Garden Subdivision. Council member Lyman said he can go if Council member Lindsay would like him to. Council member Lindsay said if Council member Lyman is willing to go, he would also like Daryl Griffin to be there. Council member Lyman asked Council member Lindsay if he will join Council meetings by Zoom. Council member Lindsay said he will. This item was discussed at length and Mayor Torgersen, Council member Lyman and City employee Daryl Griffin will do a walk around in the Moqui Garden Subdivision and report back during a City Council meeting. Council member Lindsay moved to deny a work meeting for a walk about in the Moqui Garden Subdivision. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lindsay, Graham, Lyman and Stowe voting aye. 

KARIN SIMMONS – USE OF CITY PARK, CLOSING 100 NORTH, TENTS AND DONATION FOR THE ESCALANTE CANYONS ARTS FESTIVAL
Ms. Simmons presented a handout of the results from last year’s festival (attached). Ms. Simmons said they would like to do the same set up as last year with the tents in the park. Ms. Simmons said the tent company will be setting up on September 17th and will take them down on September 25th or 26th Ms. Simmons said last year they closed one hundred North by the pavilion restrooms to one hundred East for the venders to set up. Mayor Torgersen said they will need to leave access for the Senior Program at the Multi-Purpose Building. Ms. Simmons said last year the city donated $1,000.00 to the Escalante Canyons Arts Festival and she is asking if the city is willing to do it again this year. Council member Lindsay asked if the city could sponsor the youth awards with the $1,000.00 donation. Ms. Simmons said they can make that work. Council member Stowe asked how much the total for the youth prizes are. Ms. Simmons said she is not sure off the top of her head but is sure the $1,000.00 will cover them. Council member Lindsay moved to approve the use of the City Park, closing one hundred North, putting the tents up at the park and donating $1,000.00 to cover all the youth awards. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Lyman, Stowe and Lindsay voting aye.
 
HARRIET PRISKA – CONSTITUTION WEEK PROCLAMATION
Ms. Priska read the Constitution Week Proclamation and asked Mayor Torgersen to sign it.

WASH CROSSING 650 SOUTH
Council member Lindsay moved to table this item until further notice. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lindsay, Lyman and Graham voting aye. 
           
REPLACEMENT OF 2-INCH DIAMETER WATER LINE – BIDS
Council member Graham explained the bids the city received on the Replacement of the 2-inch water line. Council member Graham said only one bidder met all the qualifications but was way over our budget. Council member Graham moved to deny all bids and scratch this project at this time. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Graham, Lindsay and Stowe voting aye. 

AIRPORT DRAINAGE
Council member Lyman moved to table this item until Council member Wilson is present. 
Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Stowe, Graham and Lindsay voting aye. 


DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
City Recorder Steed said the Budget and Financial Reports are available for review. 

City Recorder Steed explained the Annual Audit went well with no findings. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Fred Spencer said they have received the sign for the Fire Station and are now getting it put up. 

COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR MELANI TORGERSEN
Mayor Torgersen had nothing to report at this time. 

COUNCIL MEMBER CHAD LYMAN
Council member Lyman had nothing to report at this time.
 
COUNCIL MEMBER LENZA WILSON
Council member Wilson was not present at said meeting.
   
COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham explained the mandatory pre bid conference for the John Allen Bottom Spring #4 project is this Friday. Council member Graham said if bidders do not attend that mandatory meeting, we will not accept their bid.

COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe had nothing to report at this time 

COUNCIL MEMBER DAN’L LINDSAY
Council member Lindsay said there has been some concerns about the striping on our Main Street. Council member Lindsay explained he is working with UDOT to address the concerns. 

UNPAID BILLS
Council member Stowe moved to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Lindsay     seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lindsay, Lyman and Graham voting aye. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Council member Graham moved to go into executive session for a strategy session to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation and for a discussion regarding deployment of security personnel, devices, or systems at 6:48 p.m. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Stowe, Lyman and Lindsay voting aye. Present in the executive session were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Graham, Stowe, Lindsay, Lyman, City Attorney Huntington and City Recorder Steed. 

Council member Lyman moved to come out of executive session back into regular session at 7:45 p.m. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lindsay, Lyman, Stowe and Graham voting aye.

Council member Stowe moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m.
Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with all in favor.





_________________________________________Stephanie Steed, MMC
City Recorder
Date minutes approved: 10/18/2022
























