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Thursday 	September 8, 2022,	 7:00 p.m.
Elsinore Town Hall Fire Department Building – 35 W Main Street, Elsinore, Utah

TOWN HALL MEETING – To inform and discuss Increases: Franchise Tax, Property Tax, or Water Rates Discussion.

The Elsinore Town Council held their regular Town Council meeting, Thursday, September 8, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. at the Elsinore Town Hall /Fire Department, 35 W Main St, Elsinore, Utah. Those present: Mayor Valerie Hopper; Councilmembers: Ken Jensen, Devin Moore, and Libbie Zenger. Town Clerk: Jeane Wood; Public Works: Scott Hansen; Parks & Cemetery: Casey Jacobson. Others in attendance:  Brad & Debra Nielson, Andy & Misty Lyon, Brent Salisbury, Debi Salisbury, Phil & Steph Johnson, Dan Jackson, Linda Yokomori, Shaun Barney, Ted Holm & Jula Taylor, Janell Braithwaite, RWAU.
Councilmember Salazar was absent.
Inflation is affecting Elsinore Town.
Jennica Scott displayed a simple chart of Elsinore Town Government and the Elsinore Water Department revenues and expenses. Two different entities and the money is accounted separately. 
The Government side revenues are from taxes such as property tax, sales tax, franchise tax (phone); energy franchise fees (electric and natural gas); motor carrier; and Fee-in-lieu of property taxes; Licenses and Permits; intergovernmental revenue; charges for services; interest; and miscellaneous revenue.
Expenses are for wages, notices, utility bills, auditing, buildings, and grounds, Fire Department, Streets and Roads, Parks, Recreation, Library, and Cemetery.
The Water Department is a business entity. Revenues are from water fees, delinquent payment charges, disconnect and reconnect fees, other water income (bulk water sales). Garbage carts and pickup & Landfill fees are charged and collected through the water billing system then paid to White’s Sanitation and Sevier County Landfill.
Operating costs need to be met. Businesses such as Dairy Farms need to be considered carefully; we do not want to close down businesses. 
A water project was completed in 2021. Water rates were left where they were and could be adjusted at a later date.
Janell Braithwaite, Rural Water Association of Utah (RWAU), part of her duties is helping Water Companies to see if they are charging enough for the service to pay the expense. She has taken a year’s worth (12 months) of Elsinore Town’s water information. Using our rates, amounts, and the 2023 budget to determine we are collecting $226,654.18 annually and we need to be collecting $274,821.50. The base rate and tiers rate need to be increased.
Attendee Comments –
Devin Moore asked Ms. Braithwaite about where Elsinore rates are compared to other communities.
Ms. Braithwaite – It is hard to compare, like apples to apples. Each community is different.
Phil Johnson – Residents will have to pay.
Mayor Hopper – (responded -could not hear the recording)
Deb Salisbury – (comment -could not hear the recording)
The median adjusted growth income (MAGI) by City in Utah is $35.200.00 	51.33/month State Magi is $46,500.00
This is by tax returns.
Steph Johnson – Will the Addition and Brooklyn Tapline be charged the increase.
Every water connection in Elsinore Town, in the New Elsinore Addition Subdivision, and each connection of the Brooklyn Tapline Company will be affected by the inferred increase.
Councilmember Moore made a motion to close the Town Hall meeting at 6:47 p.m. Councilmember Jensen seconded the motion. The motion carries.
Voting Aye: Mayor Hopper; Councilmembers: Ken Jensen, Devin Moore, and Libbie Zenger. 
Voting Nay: None
Abstained: None
Absent: Donny Salazar
Motion carried.

					
Town Clerk			10/13/2022
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