Emery County Public Lands Meeting
January 7, 2014
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

Present:  
PLC:  Ed Geary, Jon Gilbert, Rod Player, Mistie Christiansen
PLC Staff:  Ray Petersen, Tammy Tucker

Public:  Wayne Ludington, Craig Johansen, Laurel Nielsen, Jay Humphrey, Rick Wild, Jonathan Hunt, Ken Theis, Darren Olsen, Josh Winkler, Bart Kettle, John Anderson, Paula Wellnitz, Myrna Anderson, Ron Dean, Colton Miles, Randy Johnson, Commissioner Nelson, Justin Hart
Excused:  Chuck Semborski, Sherrel Ward
1. Welcome:  Ed welcomed everyone and opened meeting.  
2.  Approval of Minutes:  Mistie Christiansen made motion to accept the December 3, 2013 PLC Meeting Minutes as corrected, seconded by Rod Player, motion carried.  
3.  Chairman Comments:  Ed turned time over to Jay Humphrey who reported that the Emery Water Conservancy District has received notification that there are live active Quagga mussels in Lake Powell.  There will be a meeting here today at 1:00pm to discuss where we are now, what we think we can do to stop or retard the infestation of the Quagga mussels into Emery County waters, and invites everyone to attend if they are interested.  
Ed stated in regards to the land use proposal that we are now at the point where we are able to measure progress, or lack thereof, in years rather than months.  He can’t say that we are any closer to achieving our goals now and believe the biggest hurdles are still ahead including getting anything through a Congress that doesn’t seem to pass any bills.   He believes there has been significant developments in the last year including the fact that more people have a better idea of what our process and product are like and that has altered attitudes including neighboring counties.  

In regards to the drilling leases coverage in the Salt Lake Tribune and the impressions that are being presented to the public by means of showing pictures of spectacular and interesting geologic formations that are 15, 20 or 30 miles away from the actual drilling lease sites.  We have Conservation groups putting commercials on TV showing happy families in beautiful natural settings stating this is why we need wilderness in Utah but we know that they are not in real wilderness areas.  Someone needs to point out that what is happening is a distortion of the actual facts, in this instance, family recreation in the outdoors of Utah.  We need to become more active in responding to these misleading impressions maybe by submitting an op-ed letter to the Salt Lake papers on behalf of this council if the council and Commissioners approve at the time these news articles appear.  
4.  County Commission Report on Land Use Bill:  Commissioner Nelson stated that Senator Wyden has been reassigned to the Finance Committee and was one of the Senators that would be supportive of Bishop’s process and who was counted on to help move the Land Use Bill through.  He doesn’t think Senator Wyden has changed his mind at all but may not be on the committee most advantageous for us.   Commissioner Nelson deferred to Randy Johnson who   stated he did not have much to report but thinks Senator Bishop remains the key and thinks what we may see in 2014 is something happening that will tell us exactly where we are with this bill.
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Ray stated in regards to the Land Use Bill, that there is a meeting scheduled for stakeholders to report in Salt Lake on the 22nd sponsored by Bishop and Chaffetz.  Ray will go and present what we have and the expectation is that there will be a lot of stakeholders there limiting the number of people who can attend.
5.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM):  None
Division of Water Rights (DWRi):  Rick Wild is here representing Marc Stilson but does not have anything to report at this time.
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  Bart Kettle reported that currently they have five APD’s for Emery County.  There may be some more submitted within Emery County east of the highway so they will be looking for more oil rather than gas.  One well may be drilled here in the near future south of Ferron.  Priscilla Burton, formerly on the PLC Board, recently received the Community Outreach Award.  
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR):  Justin Hart reported that they have a couple of new employees in our region.  Robert Edgel is the new Oil & Gas Biologist; Dustin Mitchell is the new wildlife biologist down in San Juan County, and Guy Wallace is now their Wildlife Biologist in Price replacing Justin Shannon who took a job in Salt Lake.  Their Aquatic Invasive Species Biologist used to be Mike Bolinsky who has since moved to Minnesota and has been replaced by Nate Owens.  The new Conservation Officer is James Thomas who lives in Orangeville.
Fishing regulations that may affect this area include spear fishing at Electric Lake; they stocked Kokinee in Electric Lake last year and added some regulations to protect the Kokinee during their spawning from harvest.  They also added some catch & kill regulations on some non-native fishes in the Corrine, San Juan and Colorado Rivers primarily Wall-eye, Gizzard Chad, and just some predator fish that may impact endangered fishes.

Their wildlife guys are doing some elk surveys.  They are going to do some Big Horn Sheep transplants coming up later this month.  Their Law Enforcement guys are always busy as there are a lot of trapping cases going on and some poaching cases with elk and bison.  

In regards to the Quagga Mussel infestation: they are native to Asia and were brought to the U.S. through trans-oceanic vessels in the Great Lakes.  They have spread all over the place, all over the east, all over the west – California has them all over as well as Nevada and now Utah with Lake Powell and in Colorado so they are spreading.  There are some fish species that eat them that are native in Asia but not here as there really isn’t any biological way to control them.  
School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA):  None
Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF):  Darren reported there is a scoping letter where they looked for comments on four sheep allotments just west of Joes Valley up on Olsen Canyon.  They sent out the scoping letter again and that process is now open through later this month.  Ray emailed comments on this but the site rejected or came back as undeliverable.  So he sent them directly to Darren who will forward them on.  

Wildlife gate closures are being done now that the hunts are over.  Their Travel Planning map gives you the date when these gates will re-open.  
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They will have a couple more scoping letters coming out as they are in their planning process.

Utah Grazing Improvement Program (GIP):  Laurel Nielson reported for Slate and he states that once this years applications are in their system he will work with RAC to pull all the shade files of projects applied for in Emery County on SITLA through GIP over the past five years and get them to the county plus the additional range improvements that he has inventoried.
Mistie stated that GIP has a new Commissioner of Agriculture, Luann Adams, who was appointed this week.
Utah State Parks & Recreation:  Jonathan reported that they had their ice fishing tournament at Scofield a couple of weeks ago and most of the winners came out of Emery County.  They tried to create an ice skating rink at Huntington Lake at the bottom of the boat ramp.  They are opening up this week reservations for Easter.  
Washington Delegation Staff:  Ron reported in regards to the Land Use Bill, that they are having ongoing conversations with Congressman Bishop and Congressman Chaffetz related to the bill and they are aware of the differences and hurdles that we face in the Senate and they are committed to crafting a bill in the House that they can pass and then pass it in the Senate as well.  Senator Wyden has moved from ENR over to Finance.  Senator Balkas has been appointed as Ambassador to China and has left the Senate.  Senator Landrieu will be the new chairman for ENR.
The PILT funding bill went to the appropriations chair and was signed by 14 Western Senators including Senator Hatch who admonished the appropriations committee that PILT funding not slip below anybody’s radar and that it not be sacrificed.  He has copies of the letter and believes that Commissioner Nelson also has a copy.

2014 is going to be a big year for Coal and EPA regulations and it continues to be a contentious thing going forward as there continues to be hostility from this administration for all adventure related to coal and carbon based energy in general.  It is becoming critical as they are not advocating anything realistically to step in to replace coal power generation.  
Ron read a letter from Senator Hatch related to some thinking that the budget deal is going to cost the states more money in administrative cost than had previously.  
Colton Miles from Congressman Chaffetz office reported that they have begun the second session of the 113th Congress.  Congressman Chaffetz has remained on all three of his committees – the Judiciary, the Oversight Government Reform and Homeland Security.  

In regards to the January 22nd meeting, it will be held at the state capitol building the room is not very big so they have asked that each group or stakeholder send only one person to represent them but they will have a conference line available for those who cannot make it in person.

Congressman Bishop’s Office has published their Utah Public Lands Initiative Status Report, which is available online and open to the public if you are interested in reading it.  
Concerning PILT the House sent out a letter as well with 40 members of the House bi-partisan letter sent expressing their interest in it as well.
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6.  Additional Issues from Council Members:  Ray mentioned that at last months meeting in regards to the bouldering that this council recommended the Trails Committee to make a recommendation to them.  They met this morning and are actively moving on it and are creating a boundary of the area and they will keep this council informed.  They hope to have a recommendation by next month.  They have a meeting with user groups on the 16th.
7.  Concerned Citizens:  John Anderson passed out a letter from Rainer Huck.
Jay Humphrey gave the water report.  Snow pack is at 80% of normal.  Most of the reservoirs are 20-30% full.  Joes Valley will need about 58,000 ac ft of runoff and they forecasting 48,000 ac ft so probably won’t spill this year unless the weather changes.  They are conducting weather modification programs including seeding the clouds.
8.  Adjourn:  Rod Player made motion to adjourn, seconded by Jon Gilbert, meeting adjourned.
2/4/14 PLC Meeting – 1/7/14 Minutes were approved as recorded.

