CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REQUEST FORM

DATE OF COUNCIL MEETING:
February 5, 2014
WHO IS REQUESTING:

Jill Spencer, City Planner
TELEPHONE NUMBER:

(801) 465-5233
TITLE OF ITEM FOR AGENDA:
Review and Potential Decision Regarding the Red Bridge Annexation
LENGTH OF TIME REQUESTING:
30 Minutes

DETAILED REASON FOR REQUEST & EXPLANATION:
Staff is requesting the City Council consider additional information regarding the proposed Red Bridge Annexation. On November 6, 2013, a public hearing regarding the annexation was conducted during the regular meeting of the City Council. The comments and questions raised during the hearing warranted further review and the City Council directed staff to gather additional information and present the findings at a future meeting. In response to the direction of the City Council, staff will present information on the following issues raised at the November meeting:
· Purpose of the annexation. It was inferred at the meeting that the purpose of the annexation is to expand the landfill and mining operation. Rather, the annexation is the result of a petition filed by property owners for various purposes, including future development and concerns regarding an incorporation request pending with Utah County. 
· Provision of municipal services. It is proposed that the land use and infrastructure studies be completed following annexation and prior to development in the annexation area. It was suggested at the meeting that these studies be completed before the annexation is approved. There are advantages to completing these studies before the annexation, but there are also benefits to waiting until after the annexation is finalized. The preparation of a land use plan and infrastructure analysis for 1200 acres will take a significant amount of staff time and may require consulting services which will involve allocation of money through the budgeting process.
· Fiscal considerations (cost of services). As requested, the estimated costs associated with road maintenance and repair, snow removal, garbage collection, among other things will be presented at the meeting. Approval of the annexation will involve new financial obligations, some immediately upon annexation of the property (i.e. snow removal).
· Landfill and mining operation. Payson City has obtained the required approvals and maintained the necessary permits to operate the landfill in its current location. The landfill and mining operation will continue regardless of the annexation status. The presentation will include information regarding the Payson City landfill and mining operation, required permits, and other regulations imposed by the Utah State Division of Solid and Hazardous Waste.
· Annexation requirements and process. There were several questions regarding the annexation process and whether or not the annexation boundaries can be modified to include or exclude parcels. In short, additional parcels cannot be included without filing a new petition and parcels can only be excluded if it does not create an island or peninsula of unincorporated property. Furthermore, any excluded parcels will be included in the proposed West Mountain City incorporation request.
· Status of proposed West Mountain City incorporation. The feasibility study was completed by Zions Bank Public Finance and the findings were presented at two (2) public hearings as required by Utah Code. The petitioners need to obtain the required signatures to put the measure on the ballot within one year after the second public hearing (December 2014). 

The statutory requirement of a public hearing was conducted on November 6, 2013. As directed by the City Council, staff has mailed courtesy notices to the property owners within the annexation and immediately surrounding the annexation boundaries. Any public comment may be considered at the discretion of the City Council.
