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Selection & Adoption of 
Instructional Materials  
Statement of Policy 
State law requires the Utah State Board of Education (USBE) to establish Core Standards to 
identify what individual students should be able to know and do at each grade level. The Alpine 
School District Board of Education has the legal responsibility to adopt or approve textbooks, 
instructional and supplementary materials, including library materials, for use in elementary and 
secondary schools. The Board delegates to the professional staff the responsibility for evaluating 
and selecting learning materials, reserving to the Board of Education the right to approve or 
disapprove the final recommendation. 

The Board also recognizes the importance of freedom of inquiry and study, as guaranteed by 
Constitutional and First Amendment protections. The Board of Education further recognizes that 
school libraries offer a place and opportunity for the exercise of intellectual freedom and the right 
to read, inquire, study, and evaluate outside of the setting of formal instruction. The Board asserts 
that school libraries are different from public libraries in that they are not open to the public, they 
primarily serve the school’s students who are minors, and they are part of the instructional 
resources of the school. With regard to library materials, this policy specifies the process for 
identifying materials to be included for use in schools and libraries based on principles of 
freedom of expression and belief, high standards of content, age appropriateness, and 
adherence to state and federal law. (Utah Code  53G-10-103, Sensitive Instructional Materials, 
Board Rule R277-217-18 and 19 - Educator Standards and LEA Reporting)  
 
All employees of the District must adhere to this policy and are subject to the employee Code of 
Conduct (Policy 7300) in the instance of any violation.  

Definitions 

1. “Material” means anything printed or written or any picture, drawing, photograph, motion 
picture, or pictorial representation, or any statue or other figure, or any recording or 
transcription, or any mechanical, chemical, or electrical reproduction, or anything which is 
or may be used as a means of communication. Material includes undeveloped 
photographs, molds, printing plates, and other latent representational objects. Utah Code 
§ 76-10-1201(7) (2013)  
 

2. “Primary instructional materials” means materials purchased with District funds, with the 
expectation that they will be the primary source of information and instruction used in 
District classrooms in a grade level, course, or subject area. 

https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title76/Chapter10/C76-10-P12_1800010118000101.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title76/Chapter10/C76-10-P12_1800010118000101.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title76/Chapter10/C76-10-P12_1800010118000101.pdf
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3. “Supplementary materials” are materials used in addition to primary materials and include 

but are not limited to software, manipulatives, and other items intended for regular use in 
a particular classroom, grade level, or subject area. Supplementary materials include 
leveled libraries. 
 

4. “Incidental Materials” means pictures, quotations, video clips, and other materials 
intended to be used as part of a single unit during classroom instruction. Incidental 
materials include classroom libraries. 

 
5.  “Instructional material” means information, regardless of format, which is used either 

a. As or in place of textbooks to deliver instruction to students within the state 
curriculum framework or  

b. To support a student’s learning in the school setting. It may include reading 
materials, handouts, videos, digital materials, websites, online applications, and 
live presentations. Utah Code § 53G-10-103(1)(a) (2022) 

 
6.  “Library material” means any text, digital media (including audio or visual media) or other 

material (as defined above) contained within a school library’s collection. 
Utah Admin. Rules R277-628-2(1) (June 2, 2022) 
 

7. “Pornographic or indecent” is as defined in U.C.A. Section 76-10-1235, as sensitive 
material.  Any conflicts between 76-10-1235 and this definition will be resolved in favor of 
Utah State Code.: 

a. Any description or representation, in whatsoever form, of nudity, sexual conduct, 
sexual excitement, or sadomasochistic abuse which, taken as a whole, appeals to 
the prurient interest in sex of minors, is patently offensive to the prevailing 
standards in the adult community as a whole with respect to what is suitable 
material for minors, and taken as a whole does not hav serious value for minors 
(which includes only serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value for minors); 

b. A meterial or performance which the average person, applying contemporary 
community standards, finds that, taken as a whole, appeals to prurient interest in 
sex, is patently offensive in the description of nudity, sexual conduct, sexual 
excitement, sadomasochistic abuse, or excretion, and does not have serious 
literary, artistic, political, or scientific value; 

c. A description or depiction of: human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or 
arousal; acts of human masturbation, sexual intercourse, or sodomy; fondling or 
other erotic touching of human genitals or pubic region; or fondling or other erotic 
touching of the human buttock or female breast; or 

d. A description or depiction of a nude or partially denuded figure, which means 
human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state (even if completely or opaquely 
covered) or less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals, pubic 
region, buttock, or female breast below a point immediately above the top of the 
areola, where the material containing the nudity, taken as a whole, does not have 
serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value for minors, taking into 
consideration the ages of all minors who could be exposed to the material. 

https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter10/53G-10-S103.html
https://www.schools.utah.gov/file/22e57749-1fa3-4f6b-af66-19a06e562186
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8.7.  
Utah Code § 53G-10-103(1)(g)(i) (2022) Utah Code § 76-10-1235(1)(a) (2007) Utah Code § 
76-10-1201(5) (2013) Utah Code § 76-10-1203 (1977) Utah Code § 76-10-1227 (2007) 

 
9.8. "Sensitive material" means an instructional material that is pornographic or indecent 

material as that term is defined in Utah Code § 76-10-1235. 
 

10.9.  “Age appropriate” means generally suitable for students of the same age or level 
of social, emotional, and cognitive development when taking into consideration the ages 
of all minors who could be exposed or have access to the material. 
 

11. “Prohibited material” means Sensitive material with no serious value for minors as defined 
in UCA § 76-10-1227 (2)(c), and including UCA § 76-10-1227(1)(iv). 

 
12. “Harmful to Minors” means that quality of any 

a. description or representation, in whatsoever form, of nudity, sexual conduct, 
b. sexual excitement, or sadomasochistic abuse, when taken as a whole,: 

i. appeals to the prurient interest in sex of minors; 
ii. is patently offensive to the prevailing standards in the adult community 

with respect to what is suitable material for minors; and 
iii. does not have serious value for minors. 

Utah Code § 76-10-1201(5) (2013) 
13.10.  
14.11. “School or District iInstructional material review committee” means a committee of 

an odd number of persons formed as needed at the school or district level for the 
purpose of determining an appropriate course of action when instructional or library 
materials are challenged, or for other necessary purposes. At the school level, the 
committee shall be organized by the principal and shall consist of at least one school 
administrator, two teachers from the school appointed by the principal, and two at least 
one more parent than the total number of employees. parents Parent committee 
members shall be recommended appointed by the School Community Council and must 
have students enrolled in and attending the school. At the school level, the principal or 
their designee. shall serve as the committee chair. At theFor District levelmaterials, the 
Superintendent’s designee shall organize an equivalent committee, with parents being 
appointed by the District Community Council, and shall serve as the committee chair. 
Parents appointed to a school or district instructional material review committee shall, in 
the best judgment of the School/District Community Council, be reflective of the members 
of the relevant school community. Utah Code § 53G-10-103(3) (2022) 

15.12. “Retained” means the determination to maintain access in a school setting to the 
challenged material for all students. 

16.13. “Restricted” means the determination to keep, but restrict access in a school 
setting to the challenged material accessible only by permission of a parent/guardian.  
This includes evaluating the age-appropriate use of the material and the age group for 
which it will be accessible without restriction, if any. 

https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title76/Chapter10/76-10-S1235.html?v=C76-10-S1235_1800010118000101
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter10/C53G-10-S103_2022050420220504.pdf
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17.14. “Removed” means the determination to deselect challenged materials from the 
school or district libraries and classrooms. prohibit access in a school setting to the 
challenged material for all students. 

18.15. “Replace” means the determination to replace  removed instructional material with 
material of similar ideas or themes, which do not contain sensitive material. 

 

Board Approvals 

● Board Approved Temporary Pilot: August 9, 2022 

○ Pilot will run through September 26, 2022 

●  Board Approved: September 27, 2022 

Procedures 

1. MATERIALS MANAGEMENT 
1.1. The purpose of all materials management shall be to implement, enrich, and 

support the educational program of District elementary and secondary schools. 
Instructional materials are part of an instructional system, including curricula, 
professional learning, educator evaluation, and student assessment which should 
be aligned and support the teaching of Knowledge, Skills, and Dispositions. 

1.2. The established management team will use the following to guide the process: 
1.2.1. Review of State recommended instructional materials (RIMs) and 

identification of the instructional materials most appropriate for use in the 
District;  

1.2.2. Identification of funding for the adoption process, implementation, and 
professional development costs;  

1.2.3. Identification of funding for new primary instructional materials adoption 
and support material costs;  

1.2.4. Establishment of procedures that require coordination between school 
principals, the Teaching and Learning team, Purchasing Department, 
Technology Department, and the vendors to ensure efficiency and price 
advantage in the purchasing process of the primary instructional materials; 
and 

1.2.5. Establish guidelines for the reuse or disposal of primary instructional 
materials.  
 

1.3. Instructional materials cannot be approved for use in the District or used in District 
schools if the materials contain Sensitiveany pornographic or indecent material as 
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defined in this policy, Policy 6161. Utah Code § 53G-10-103(2) (2022) 
 

2. STANDARDS FOR ALL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS  
2.1. To be approved for use, instructional materials shall meet the following standards: 

2.1.1. Aligned with District Essential Standards and the Utah State Core 
standards; 

2.1.2. Of high quality, evidence-based, and proven effective in supporting 
student learning;  

2.1.3. Age-appropriate with varying levels of learning; 
2.1.4. Objective and providing a balanced viewpoint of issues;  
2.1.5. Accurate and factual;  
2.1.6. Arranged chronologically or systematically, or both; 
2.1.7. Respectful in the representation of diverse ethnic groups;  

2.1.7.2.1.8. Free from sensitive materials. 
2.1.8.2.1.9. Free from sexual, ethnic, age, gender, or disability bias and stereotyping;  

2.1.9.2.1.10. Focused on enhancing, or helping students achieve mastery of the Core 
Standards;  

2.1.10.2.1.11. Including enrichment and extension possibilities; and 
2.1.11.2.1.12. Compatible with District technology systems, approved by the District 

Technology Department; adhering to high standards of technical quality 
and ease of use; and 

2.1.12.2.1.13. Complying with data privacy law and ASD Policy 7200,  
 

3. SELECTION AND ADOPTION OF INSTRUCTIONAL 
MATERIALS FOR SCHOOLS 

 
3.1. Primary instructional materials for core programs in the District’s  K-12 schools 

shall be uniform throughout the District and shall be adopted as follows. 
3.1.1. The Superintendent’s Executive Directors of Learning shall ensure that a 

District Curriculum Committee is organized as needed. The Committee is 
authorized to vet any instructional materials. When the committee vets 
instructional materials, it may reject, recommend, or adopt them. 

3.1.2. The District Curriculum Committee must include the following: 
3.1.2.1. At least one parent of a student currently enrolled in a class for 

which instructional materials are being considered by the 
committee; 

3.1.2.2. At least one teacher of the class for which the instructional 
materials are being selected; 

3.1.2.3. At least one principal or designee of a school in which the 
instructional materials will be used; and either  

3.1.2.4. The Director of Technology, Director of Purchasing, or the 
Directors of K-12 Curriculum or their designees; and 

3.1.2.5. May include a member of the Board Teaching and Learning 
Committee.  

https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter10/C53G-10-S103_2022050420220504.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ONk87CxP5aqqw_J_lC-GRBAS-fj-MmtPkM1_5SiLD_g/edit
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3.1.3. In evaluating the materials, the committee shall consider whether the 
instructional materials meet the standards set forth hereinin Section 2. 
 

3.2. The primary materials may be adopted, recommended, or rejected by the District 
Curriculum Committee.  

3.2.1. Once the committee selects or adopts primary materials for the particular 
grade level, course, or subject area for which they were intended,  the 
teachers must use the adopted primary materials. 

3.2.2. If the committee “recommends” the primary materials, the particular grade 
level, course, or subject area for which they were recommended must be 
taught from among the recommended primary materials. 
 

3.3. Supplementary instructional materials may be adopted at the school or district 
level under the supervision and guidance of a district department or principal of 
the school. In adopting such materials, the principal may refer the evaluation of 
the materials to a school instructional materials committee. The person or body 
evaluating the materials shall consider whether the instructional materials meet 
the standards set forth herein Section 2 above. 

3.3.1. In approving supplementary or incidental materials, the principal or 
principal’s designee shall consider the educational purpose of the material. 

3.3.1.1. Material shall be age-appropriate and shall not include sensitive or 
prohibited material. 

3.3.2. All instructional material is subject to copyright protection and must comply 
with Policy 6164, including, but not limited to, the administration obtaining 
public performance rights when that is required by copyright. 
 

3.4. Incidental Materials 
3.4.1. Incidental materials may be selected by individual teachers but must 

comply with the general standards listed herein Section 2 above. If it 
contains software or a digital component, they must be approved by the 
Director of Technology. 

3.4.2. Classroom Displays 
3.4.2.1. Materials displayed in and around a classroom are generally 

considered instructional materials and must comply with this policy. 
They may be selected by the classroom teacher but are subject to 
removal by the principal. 

3.4.2.2. Consistent with Alpine School District Code of Conduct Policy 
7300, classrooms are not public forums for the display or 
promotion of political, religious, or personal viewpoints, and 
employees may not use them for such purposes.  

3.4.2.3. Displays in schools or classrooms may reasonably be perceived as 
having the District’s approval. Therefore, they constitute 
government speech under the First Amendment, subject to control 
by the District. Materials that do not convey the District’s 
educational message may be removed by the school principal. An 
educator or employee who uses instructional time or space to 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CDRwcXEwhDEBQhsJ0-zq2D3RvVo9mq8gymreefxXHQg/edit#heading=h.ybmutuxbhsnz
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11k1N1dK51ZhTlB-e8obASSxalmatKK6sNZQaSQu-WEA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11k1N1dK51ZhTlB-e8obASSxalmatKK6sNZQaSQu-WEA/edit
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convey a political, religious, or personal message may be subject 
to disciplinary action after being directed not to. 

3.4.2.4. An administrator may not remove photos, decorations or other 
personal items from a teacher’s desktop or immediate surrounding 
area as long as the item(s) do not disrupt the learning process.  
 

3.5. Individual Classroom Teachers 
3.5.1. Teachers have the autonomy to use other supplementary and incidental 

materials of text, digital, audio, etc., to enhance an instructional standard or 
learning objective, and must adhere to established materials standards 
outlined herein Section 2.  

3.5.2. All teachers are required to prepare a disclosure/syllabus document 
withdetailing the materials used for the duration of their course, whether 
semester or year long.  

3.5.2.1. The class disclosure/syllabus should be available online. 
 

3.6. Teachers will notify parents if a substantial change to instructional materials 
identified in the disclosure/syllabus will be made.  

3.6.1. Teachers that post their instructional materials in a district-supported 
learning management system (CANVAS, Google Classroom, Nearpod, etc.) 
should encourage parents to monitor changes to instructional materials 
through teacher postings in the system. 
 

4. Online Resources 
 

4.1. The District shall maintain an internet content filter in compliance with Federal 
CIPA regulations. 

4.2. During the process of review and approval of district, school, or other instructional 
material, the district representative or school administrator will confirm that the 
needed online resources are available or can be made available through the 
content filter. 

4.3. During the process of review and approval of school instructional material, the 
school administration will confirm that the needed online resources are available 
or can be made available through the content filter. 

4.4. During the process of review and approval of other instructional material, the 
school administration will confirm that the needed online resources are available 
or can be made available through the content filter. 

4.5.4.3. During the process of review and approval of classroom materials, the teacher can 
request that needed online resources are available or can be made available 
through the content filter. 

4.6.4.4. Upon any request to allow an online resource for use as a district, school, other, or 
classroom resource, in a timely manner, the technology staff will review the 
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resource for compliance with data privacy laws and confirm that the resource is in 
line with the standards for instructional materials outlined herein Section 2. 

4.7.4.5. Any material that is not easily identified by the technology staff as falling within the 
standards for instructional materials herein Section 2 will be considered by a team 
of educators with knowledge and expertise in the content area and level of the 
intended resource for alignment with these standards herein Section 2. 
 

5. LIBRARY MATERIALS AND USE 
 

5.1. The District’s school libraries shall contain material of diverse origin, background, 
and viewpoint, including material that is used to support a student's learning in the 
school setting but shall not include material defined as sensitive or prohibited  
material, as defined in this policy. 
 

5.2. The school librarian, subject to the oversight of the principal, and working in 
cooperation with school staff and the district librarian collaboration team, shall 
select new library materials, taking into consideration the following criteria,  
subject to the overall requirements that the material is age appropriate and does 
not include sensitive material as defined herein this Policy 6161: 

5.2.1. Overall purpose and educational significance 
5.2.2. Contribution and relevance to core standards 
5.2.3. Responding to a teacher, parent, or student request 
5.2.4. Validity, currency, and appropriateness 
5.2.5. Accuracy, timeliness, and permanence 
5.2.6. Favorable reviews, recommendations, and/or award nominees found in 

standard selection sources or from professional personnel. 
5.2.7. Contribution of  a balanced perspective 
5.2.8. Potential appeal and interest 
5.2.9. Recreational reading needs of students 

5.2.10. Artistic quality and literary style 
5.2.11. Reputation and significance of author, producer, or publisher 
5.2.12. Value commensurate with cost and/or need 
5.2.13. Uniqueness, diversity, and/or heritage of the state, region, or group 
5.2.14. Support of second language learners 
5.2.15. Support of special needs students 
5.2.16. The merit of the work as a whole 

 
5.3. The school library selection committee shall review the library collection at least 

annually to determine which materials should be removed (deselected) or 
replaced (deselected). Criteria may include any of the considerations relating to 
the initial selection stated above and may also include: 

5.3.1. Poor physical condition 
5.3.2. Superseded by more current information or containing subject matter no 

longer needed to support the core standards 
5.3.3. Containing demeaning stereotypes or biases 
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5.3.4. Receiving little use 
5.3.5. Providing inaccurate or dated information, or; 

5.3.5.5.3.6. Otherwise in violation of this policy 
 

5.4. An item may not be removed because of disagreement with the item’s content 
relating to politics, religion, nationalism, or other matters of opinion. 
 

5.4.5.5. Library Materials Self-Selection 
5.4.1.5.5.1. Library materials are available on a self-selection basis. 

5.4.2.5.5.2. Self-selection means the right and responsibility of an individual student 
and/or the student’s parent or legal guardian to select materials from a 
school library. 

5.4.3.5.5.3. Library staff are available to consult with students and with the parent or 
guardian of students to find appropriate materials, but are not responsible 
for the final selections of the student.  

5.4.4.5.5.4. Parents who choose to allow their child access (opt-in) to restricted 
materials can do this through a student information system (i.e. Skyward) or 
otheran  online procedure established by the school. 

 

6. SCHOOL AND DISTRICT REVIEW OF INSTRUCTIONAL 
MATERIALS  

 
6.1. The District’s practice is to attempt to resolve concerns on an informal basis  

beginning at the lowest level:  
6.1.1. Classroom teacher, or librarian,  
6.1.2. Principal or administration,  
6.1.3. Executive Directors of Leading Learning.  

6.2. If, after meeting with the teacher, or librarian there still remains dissatisfaction, an 
individual may request a formal review by an school or district instructional 
materials review committee.  

6.3. Requests for review of instructional materials are limited to the followingtheas  
followings: 

6.3.1. A student currently enrolled in and attending a District school; 
6.3.2. A parent or guardian of a student currently enrolled in and attending a 

District school; or 
6.3.3. A District employee 

 
6.4. Limitations in frequency 

6.4.1. A review committee may limit reviews is limited to one request at a time to 
review instructional or library materials. Multiple review committees may 
be formed if the number of challenges merits this action as determined by 
the district or school administrator, taking into account available resources 
so as to not disrupt carrying out the schools main functions and purpose. 
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6.4.1.1. A review committee should work within a reasonable timetable and 
is recommended to complete the review within 45 school days or 
less. 

6.4.1.2. Any item which has been subject to review under this policy and 
retained or removed may not be subject to another request for 
review for three years. 

 
6.5. Requesting a review 

6.5.1. ThoseAny adult who wishes to file a request for review must first read or 
review the instructional material as a whole before filing the request.  

6.5.1.1. Students are not to be required, requested, or encouraged to 
complete reading or reviewing instructional material in which they 
have discovered content they believe is sensitive material as 
defined herein. 

6.5.2. Having read or reviewed the material in question, an individual who 
desires to request a review shall complete the Request for Review of 
Instructional Materials form and file it with the school administration. 

6.5.3. After verifying that procedures have been properly followed, the Principal 
or District Designee shall establish a school or district instructional 
materials review committee to conduct the review. 

6.5.3.6.5.4. The review committee’s decisions will be applicable at the level reviewed 
(District/School). 

6.5.4.6.5.5. Anonymity of the individual submitting the book challenge shall be 
maintained by the individual who receives it, unless the individual chooses 
to waive anonymity. 

6.5.4.1.6.5.5.1. Anonymity will also be given to committee members. 
 

6.6. Review Process 
6.6.1. Items under review will be actively checked out through an Internal Library 

Loan (ILL), to eliminate additional costs of purchasing the same materials 
for review. 

6.6.1.6.6.2. The instructional materials review committee's primary purpose is to 
determine whether the item contains sensitive material or otherwise 
violates this policy.  

6.6.1.1.6.6.2.1. Before engaging in any discussions with other committee members 
or decision-making, each member shall read or review the item in 
its entirety (for written items) or review it as a whole (for non-written 
items). 

6.6.1.2.6.6.2.2. The chair shall schedule such meetings as are necessary for the 
committee to discuss the item and make its determination. 

6.6.1.3.6.6.2.3. The committee's determination shall be made by majority vote.  
 

6.6.2.6.6.3. The instructional materials review committee may arrive at any of the 
following conclusions: 
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6.6.2.1.6.6.3.1. The material does not contain sensitive material or violate policy 
and will be retained  and made fully accessible in the school 
setting. 

6.6.2.2.6.6.3.2. The material does not contain sensitive material, or violate policy, 
but will have restricted  access  

6.6.2.2.1.6.6.3.2.1. By restricting physical access to the material and requiring 
parental permission to obtain accessobtain, or 

6.6.2.2.2.6.6.3.2.2. By evaluating the age-appropriate use of the material and 
restricting the age group for which it will be accessible.  

6.6.2.3.6.6.3.3. The material contains sensitive material with no serious value, or 
otherwise violates this policy  and will be removed from the school. 
 

6.6.3.4. If a book is removed because it contains sensitive material, a 
similar book, within a genre of equitable perspective, may be 
purchased to replace it, that adheres with this policy.  

6.6.2.6.6.4. After the committee has made its final determinations, it shall 
submitprepare a written report explaining its findings and the grounds 
upon which their findings are based. for them. USBE Reporting Tool 

6.6.2.4.6.6.4.1. A copy of the report shall be provided to the person who 
requested the review. 

6.6.2.4.6.6.4.2. A copy of the report shall be provided to USBE USBE using the 
reporting tool it provides at this website: USBE Reporting Tool Utah 
Code § 53G-10-103(4)(b)(iii) (2022) 

6.6.2.5.6.6.4.3. The determination of the instructional materials review committee 
regarding materials may only be appealed to the District on the 
basis of non-compliance with established policy. If non-compliance 
is verified by a District review committee, the review process shall 
be repeated at the school level. 

6.6.2.6.6.6.4.4. The same materials can only be challenged for review after three 
two years. 
 

6.7. A review of school-approved and other instructional materials will follow the same 
procedure outlined abovein Sections 6.1 and 6.2. 

6.8. If a parent of a student, or a secondary student 18 and older, determines that the 
student's participation in a portion of the curriculum or in an activity would require 
the student to affirm or deny a religious belief or right of conscience or engage or 
refrain from engaging in a practice forbidden or required in the exercise of a 
religious right or right of conscience, the parent or the secondary student may 
request: 

6.8.1. A waiver of the requirement to participate; or 
6.8.2. A reasonable alternative that requires reasonably equivalent performance 

by the student of the secular objectives of the curriculum or activity in 
question as defined in Utah Code § 53G-10-205. 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGneRQ-blz8JdcwQymuv7kD8JwmXfpsil3LIIqFBdfuxCRUg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGneRQ-blz8JdcwQymuv7kD8JwmXfpsil3LIIqFBdfuxCRUg/viewform
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter10/C53G-10-S103_2022050420220504.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter10/C53G-10-S103_2022050420220504.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter10/53G-10-S205.html
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7. SCHOOL AND DISTRICT REVIEW OF LIBRARY 
MATERIALS 
7.1. Alpine School District libraries support and enhance student learning. The District 

values libraries, media centers, and library staff who select, maintain, and preserve 
rich repositories of balanced, relevant, age-appropriate, and varied educational 
sources for students. 
 

7.2. Requests for review of library materials will follow the same method as specified in 
section 6 of this policy. 

 
7.3. Preconditions to request for review 

7.3.1. Any adult wishing to file a request for review must first read or review the 
material as a whole before filing the request. 

7.3.1.1. Students are not to be required, requested, or encouraged to 
complete reading or reviewing the material in which they have 
discovered content they believe is pornographic or indecent. 

7.3.2. Before filing a request for review of a library item, the individual shall meet 
with the school librarian, who shall informally discuss the individual’s 
concerns. 

7.3.3. If the school librarian is unable to provide the information or to resolve the 
individual’s concerns, the individual shall then meet with the principal or 
principal’s designee, who shall discuss the individual’s concerns and 
attempt to resolve those concerns on an informal basis. 

7.4. If, after meeting with the principal or principal’s designee, the individual remains 
dissatisfied, the individual may then request a review. 

7.4.1. An individual who desires review shall complete the Request for Review of 
Library Materials form and provide it to the principal or principal’s 
designee. Having verified that procedures have been properly followed, 
the principal or principal’s designee shall establish a school library 
materials review committee to conduct the review. 

6.8.3. An item under review may not be removed from the library while the 
review process is pending, but shall be designated as having restricted 
access requiring a written parent or guardian permission request to the 
school librarian. 
 
 

7.5. Review Process 
7.5.1. In conducting a requested review, the sole purpose of the school library 

materials review committee shall be to determine whether the item 
contains pornographic or indecent sensitive material as defined in this 
Policy 6161. An item may not be removed because of disagreement with 
the item’s content relating to politics, religion, nationalism, or other matters 
of opinion.  

7.5.2. The committee’s determinations shall be made by a majority vote of the 
committee members.  
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7.5.3. Before engaging in any discussions with other committee members or 
participating in any decision-making, each member shall read or review  
the item in its entirety (for written items) or review the item as a whole (for 
non-written items). 

7.5.6.9. After the chair of the school library materials review committee has confirmed that 
all committee members have reviewed the item in question, the chair shall 
schedule such meetings as necessary for the committee to discuss the item and 
make its determinations. 

7.5.5.6.9.1.  in the definition seven (7) in this Policy 6161.  
7.5.6. If the committee determines that the item contains pornographic or 

indecent sensitive material, then the item shall be removed from the library 
permanently or pending the outcome of an appeal from the school library 
materials review committee to a District library materials review committee.  

7.5.7. If the committee determines that the item does not contain pornographic 
or indecent sensitive material, then the item shall be retained. A reviewed 
item that is retained after review for pornographic or indecent sensitive 
material may nevertheless be deselected by the school librarian if the 
librarian determines that it meets other criteria for deselection. Utah Code 
§ 53G-10-103(2) (2022) 

7.5.8. After the committee has made its determinations, it shall prepare a written 
report explaining its findings and the grounds for them. 

7.5.8.1. A report copy shall be provided to the person who requested the 
review. 

7.5.8.2. If no District review is requested, as described below, the 
committee chair shall report the results of the review to USBE using 
the reporting tool it provides on this website: USBE Reporting Tool 
Utah Code § 53G-10-103(4)(b)(iii) (2022)Utah Code § 53G-10-
103(4)(b)(iii) (2022) 

7.5.9. A further review under the following circumstances: 
7.5.9.1. An individual who obtained review of an item by a school library 

materials review committee and who is dissatisfied with the school 
committee’s determination or wishes to have a determination that 
the item contains pornographic or indecent sensitive material 
applied to all schools in the District may request review by a District 
library materials review committee.  

7.5.9.2. The chair of a school library materials review committee may also, 
upon a determination that it would be beneficial to have a District-
wide determination about whether the item contains pornographic 
or indecent sensitive material, request review by a District library 
materials review committee. 
 

7.6. District Review 
7.6.1. The individual seeking a review of school library materials by a District 

library materials review committee shall complete the Request for District 
Review of School Library Materials form within 30 days of the initial review 
and provide it to the superintendent or superintendent’s designee 
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Executive Director of Teaching and Learning. Having verified that proper 
procedures were followed, the superintendent or designee Executive 
Director of Teaching and Learning shall establish a District library materials 
review committee to conduct the review. 

7.6.2. The item's status as determined by the school library materials review 
committee (retained, restricted or removed) shall remain in place during 
review by the District library materials review committee. 

6.10. In conducting a requested review, the sole purpose of the District library materials 
review committee shall be to determine whether the item contains pornographic 
or indecent sensitive material. However, w 

6.11. Where the item being reviewed is located in a school serving younger students 
(an elementary school or a middle school, or junior high school), theand the 
concern relates to nudity, the District library review committee may consider 
whether the item is age appropriateconstitutes pornographic or indecent sensitive 
material for youngerolder students (students in elementary, middle school or 
junior high or high school as applicable).  

7.6.6.12. An item may not be removed because of disagreement with the item’s content 
relating to politics, religion, nationalism, or other matters of opinion. 

7.6.4. The committee’s determinations shall be made by a majority vote of the 
committee members. Before engaging in any discussions with other 
committee members or participating in any decision-making, each 
committee member shall read or review the item in its entirety (for written 
items) or review the entire item as a whole (for non-written items). 

7.6.5. After the chair of the District library materials review committee has 
confirmed that all committee members have reviewed the item in question, 
the chair shall schedule such meetings as necessary for the committee to 
discuss the item and make its determinations. 

7.6.6. In determining whether the item contains pornographic or indecent 
sensitive material, the committee shall determine whether the material 
meets any of the four tests for sensitive material set out in the definition 
seven (7) in this Policy 6161 (including appropriate standards relating to 
nudity with respect to older students). The committee may consider the 
report of the school library materials review committee but is not bound by 
that report and is to conduct an independent review and assessment of 
the item. 

7.6.7. After the committee has made its determination, it shall prepare a written 
report which explains its findings and the grounds for its findings. 

7.6.7.1. A report copy shall be provided to the person who requested the 
review. 

6.12.1. If the committee determines that the item contains pornographic or 
indecent sensitive material, then the committee shall either direct that the 
item be removed from all school libraries within the District or, if the 
committee determines that an item with nudity is not sensitive material 
with regard to older students, may limit the removal to school libraries 
serving elementary and/or middle or junior high schools, according to the 
committee’s determination. If the committee determines that the item does 
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not contain sensitive material, then the item shall be retained, and that 
determination shall apply to all school libraries within the District.  

7.6.8.6.12.2. (2022)A reviewed item that is retained after review for sensitive material 
may nevertheless be deselected by a school librarian if the librarian 
determines that it meets other criteria for deselection. Utah Code § 53G-
10-103(2) (2022) 

7.6.9.6.12.3. After the District library materials review committee issues its report, the 
committee's chair shall report the review results to: USBE using the 
reporting tool USBE. Utah Code § 53G-10-103(4)(b)(iii) (2022) 

7.6.10.6.12.4. The determination of the District library materials review committee is final 
and may not be further appealed. 

Approvals 

● Board Approved Temporary Pilot: August 9, 2022 

○ Pilot will run through September 26, 2022 

Rules & Regulations 
1. INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL OR LIBRARY MATERIAL 

REVIEW COMMITTEES 
1.1. All review committees should review according to these Materials Review 

Committee Protocols discuss and answer the following questions:   

1.1.1. Does the challenged material contain sensitive or pornographic material? 
1.1.1.1. Does the challenged material result in creating an excessive or 

unhealthy interest of sex in minors? 
1.1.1.2. Is it patently offensive to the prevailing contemporary standards of 

conduct in the general adult community with respect to what is 
suitable for minors? 

1.1.1.3.1.1.1.1. When taken as a whole, does it have serious literary, artistic, 
political, cultural, or scientific value for minors? 

1.1.2. Is the challenged material age-appropriate for the students to whom it is 
accessible? 

1.1.3. Is the challenged material supported by generally accepted scientific 
standards of evidence?  

1.1.4. Except in the case of library materials, does the challenged material focus 
on, enhance, or help students achieve mastery of the core standards?  

https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter10/C53G-10-S103_2022050420220504.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter10/C53G-10-S103_2022050420220504.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Sr07sZH0TdDvBX05lq_FkPNr_Q_LFNlOyqRqrpCsWCU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Sr07sZH0TdDvBX05lq_FkPNr_Q_LFNlOyqRqrpCsWCU/edit
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1.1.5. Does the challenged material comply with District policies and procedures 
outlined in Section 2 of procedures in this policy? 

1.1.6. Does the challenged material comply with applicable copyright laws and 
licensing agreements?  

1.1.7. Is the challenged material libelous?  

1.1.8. Does the challenged material promote unhealthy activities (i.e. drugs, self-
harm, suicidal ideation, etc.)?  

1.1.9.1.1.2. Does the challenged material promote activities that are illegal for minors? 

1.2. Review Committees will determine the status of the challenged materials: 

1.2.1. Retained: the determination to maintain access in a school setting to the 
challenged material for all students; 

1.2.2. Restricted: the determination to restrict access in a school setting to the 
challenged material for certain students; 

1.2.3. Removed: the determination to prohibit access in a school setting to the 
challenged material for all students 

1.3.1.2. Book replacement considerations 

1.3.1.1.2.1. If a book is removed because it contains sensitive material a similar book, 
of equitable perspective within a genre, may be purchased to replace it 
that is within the confines of state code.  
 

2. APPEALS 
 
2.1. Only Tthe original requestor may only appeal the decision of a Review Committee 

based upon the proper execution of the process, per this policy, and not the 
decision itself. The appeal can be made in writing to the school principal within ten 
(10) school days. Appeal forms can be found using this link. 

2.2. If an appeal is filed, it shall be reviewed by a district-level committee.  
2.2.1. This committee shall follow the same process as established in Section… 

2.2.2.2.2.1. The Committee shall  be comprised of parents or school/district 
administrators who did not participate in the initial Review Committee. 

2.3. The Appeals Committee will determine the amount of time needed for an 
adequate review, not to exceed 30 school days. 

2.4. The Appeals Committee may make a final determination as follows: 
2.4.1. Uphold the original decision 
2.4.2. Require a new committee review 
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2.5. The appeals committee’s decision shall be final. 
 

3. TRAINING 
3.1. The District will include this policy in its training for school librarians, teachers and 

curriculum staff. 
 

4. PROCUREMENT 
 
4.1. Books or materials that containhave been deemed sensitive materials shall not be 

procured.within any of the district schools, and are being considered for 
procurement, must go through a review committee process at the local school 
level before procurement.  

Approvals 

● Board Approved Temporary Pilot: August 9, 2022 

○ Pilot will run through September 26, 2022 
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