


Bicknell Town Council Meeting Minutes
4 August 2022   7:00 PM
I.             WELCOME/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ ROLL CALL
Mayor Noreen Johnson called the Bicknell Town Council meeting to order. Councilmembers present were Steve Albrecht, Bryan Brinkerhoff, Kerry Stevens, and Weston Johnson. Others present were Scott Woolsey, Kelsey Brinkerhoff, Brennan Rees, Rhett Jackson, and Carrie Brinkerhoff. Weston led the Pledge of Allegiance.
II.            APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes for the town council on July 7, 2022, were reviewed. Mayor Johnson asked the council if there were any corrections. The council did not have any corrections. Bryan made a motion to approve them. Weston seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called. Councilmembers voting yes: Johnson, Stevens, and Brinkerhoff. The vote was unanimous. Motion carries. Steve didn’t read the minutes so he abstained from voting
III.           BUSINESS
Rhett: Rhett was there to talk about the irrigation letter we had sent out a few weeks prior regarding his rental house. He only has one share of Fremont irrigation which we have been told by Fremont irrigation that each lot needed one share. There was some discussion and Rhett was referred to contact Fremont irrigation. We do not owe the water we are just trying to help them get people who do not have water to stop using water as they had come to our meeting and asked us to do. The council thanked Rhett for coming and expressing his concerns.
Kevin-Sunglow was not present
Water Update- Brennan Rees from Ensign Engineering was here to give an update on the water project as well as the request the mayor and council made about claiming some springs on the mountain which are cold springs and saddle pass. Brennan said that the process for that has been started and will move forward with securing money and starting the environmental processes needed. The bond on the water tank project will close on August 18th via zoom. They scheduled a pre-construction meeting for August 24th at 10 AM. As far as the water well project goes, they have the plat ready to submit to purchase the land, but they haven’t gotten an estimate from Gakane for the 3-phase power yet and asked the mayor and council if they wanted to wait to submit the plat until they know for sure how much the 3-phase was going to be. With the power that is currently there, they could only put a 30-horsepower pump on and that would be insufficient to bring the water up and push where it needs to go. Brennan is thinking the estimate could be very pricey. The mayor said to hold off on submitting the plat until they got that estimate back. Brennan said they could set up a meeting to go over the estimate and things next week so the mayor, council, and the engineers will meet on August 11th at 6 PM. Brennan thanked the council and he and Rhett, both excused themselves.
Planning and Zoning Report- The planning commission met on Tuesday, August 2nd, everyone but Rhett and Tony were in attendance. Dave & Joan Brinkerhoff were there to ask for approval of a patio off the west side of their home. It meets all setbacks, and the planning commission recommended the town council approve this. Also, they discussed how previously Eric had them make one person of the commission be able to give approval on plans, but they have decided that they do not want to do that, and they would like the whole commission to make the decision together. They would like the residents to come to the planning and zoning meeting with a plan and written statement. Steve has also updated the ordinance that the mayor asked him and the commission to work on and will take it to the planning and zoning next meeting to get it finalized with them. Their next meeting will be on September 6th.
Road Update- The mayor and Scott gave a brief road update. There are lots torn up right now. The plan is still to be complete by next week. They are doing a lot more than what was originally planned for. Scott is working with them closely in hopes they are digging down far enough that the problem areas won’t be coming back anytime soon. They have a meeting at the town hall every Thursday at 1 PM. They have saved a little money for end things, Steve wondered if Tyler’s Road could be done and if the potholes around town could get filled but Scott said he was going to try and get the remaining potholes filled but thought it would be too much to do Tyler’s Road.
WHS Sponsorship- Mayor Johnson read the letter from the high school athletic director. The council discussed the options and decided to do both the digital and banner. There was a bit of concern because we are not actually a business, but it is a good way to help the kids of Bicknell. Kerry made a motion to do the $275 sponsorship to WHS, and Weston seconded it. There was a roll call vote. Councilmember voting yes, Brinkerhoff, Johnson, Stevens, and Albrecht. 5-0
Beautification Committee- Carrie explained to the council that there was a beautification committee years ago and she wanted to get the council’s permission to see if there was any interest in having one again. They would do a couple of small projects around town to improve the looks of the town. The council thought it was a good idea. She will put something in the newsletter.
Water meters- The mayor was curious to know if the plan to build a new elementary/high school happens will they have to buy new meters or will their existing one’s work? There was some discussion and decided they would need to buy a few new ones and use a few existing ones.
Projects-Tracking Finances- Steve is very concerned about the town getting in more debt than it needs to on these projects. He is worried that we will get more loans than needed because of the $1.5 million grant that wasn’t expected when the project first started. He reminded the council once you get the loan you cannot pay it back with that grant. He wondered if he or one of the other councilmembers could work closely with Carrie or Kelsey to track the finances, so we don’t get in more debt than needed. There was some discussion about it and Kelsey will follow up with Kelly to ensure he knows about the $1.5 grant and how we are going to spend it and not get in more debt than needed.
Financial- A list of bills was presented to the council. Mayor Johnson asked if there were any questions on them. There were no questions. Kerry made a motion to approve them. Steve seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called. Councilmembers voting yes: Albrecht, Stevens, Johnson, and Brinkerhoff. The vote was unanimous. Motion carries.
IV.          MEMBER REPORTS
Weston- We will store the stage at the firehouse and Jamie still owes it and can use it whenever he wants to.
Steve- Wants to know if we want to add to the memorial a lady kneeling holding a flag. Monroe has one, Steve showed everyone a picture, and everyone thought it was a good idea and Steve will look into it.
Scott- Mountain springs are pumping 24 gallons a minute. Brinkerhoff springs pumped 590,000 gallons last month. The water sample was good this month. He ordered the bottles for the yearly big sample. He’s been working on getting grass out by the high school. Has insulated the park cameras and new lights at the park. He cleaned the cement ditch and has been helping a lot with the roads. He got the new irrigation switch but will wait until old one quits before installing it. The inmates will be here on the 11th. Brad has been mowing. Brad had a little wreck with the little town truck not much damage.
Kelsey- Joanna Shelly has moved out of her house and supposedly sold it and has a $200 plus outstanding bill. What should we do when new people come to put the water in their names? Council decided to send Johnna a disconnect notice if not paid and go from there.
V.            ADJOURNMENT
Since no closed session was needed tonight, Steve made a motion at 9:20 to adjourn, and Kerry seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called Councilmembers voting yes: Brinkerhoff, Albrecht, and Johnson. The vote was unanimous. Motion carries.



