


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
July 13, 2022
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE: Council Members Jared Holmgren, Josh Dallin, Riggin Holmgren Brian Anderson, Mayor Megan Armstrong, Clerk Carol Andreasen, and Clerk Sue Holmgren

VISITORS:   Attorney Blair Wardle

ABSENT: Council Member Scott Ritter

WELCOME BY MAYOR ARMSTRONG, Invocation by Riggin Holmgren 

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  August 10, 2022 

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from May 8, 2022 and June 8, 2022 were reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.    Council Member Dallin motioned the minutes of May 8, 2022 and June 8, 2022 be approved.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:  Sgt Eddington was not in attendance to this meeting.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

BLAIR WARDLE ATTORNEY: Bear River City in the past has contracted with Blair Wardle for prosecution services.  The City does want to continue contracting with Blair for prosecution services.  Blair wanted to come and give some background on himself and his services.  He contracts with a lot of municipalities.  Mostly small towns, to help them enforce their ordinances and zoning.  He charges $100/month.  Most towns will send out a letter stating the issue and a date when it needs to be fixed.  It also mentions if it is not in compliance by the date it will be sent to our prosecutor.  Most times this solves the problem.  Council Member Dallin motioned to approve the contract to allow Blair Wardle to be the City’s prosecuting attorney.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

RATIFY 2022-23 RESOLUTIONS TO ADOPT BUDGET AND CERTIFIED TAX RATE: Last month’s meeting did not have a quorum.  This was voted and approved by email.  Council Member Dallin motioned to ratify the vote that was approved by email.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE NO 2022-07-02 REPEAL AND REPLACE CHAPTER 3.30 SEWER ORDINANCE AND
 1.11 BUILDING PERMITS:  For building permits the planning commission has added that site plans and engineered 
drawings need to be approved by a city engineer.  Clerk Andreasen asked the city engineer how much this would cost
 and it would be $100-$200.  There isn’t anything in our process that tells the homeowner that there will be this fee.  
Clerk Holmgren asked if this process seemed a little extreme.  Council Member J Holmgren stated he thinks this is smart.  
We will need to amend our fee schedule to show this.  Clerk Andreasen also had another comment on the sewer part.  If 
someone is putting in a sewer, we are supposed to charge a deposit if they cut the paved street.  We did this by 
Resolution.  We didn’t state an approved cost if they had to cut the paved street.  In the ordinance it states they are 
supposed to restore the street.  Council Member J Holmgren motion to approve Ordinance No 2022-0 7-02 repeal and 
replace Chapter 3.30 Sewer Ordinance and 1.11 Building Permits.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All 
voted in favor.

RATIFY WEBSITE BID:  Last month’s meeting did not have a quorum.  This was voted and approved by email.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to ratify the vote that was approved by email.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

RATIFY BIDS FOR SECURITY SYSTEM:  Last month’s meeting did not have a quorum.  This was voted and approved by email.  Council Member Dallin motioned to ratify the vote that was approved by email.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW AND POSSIBLY APPROVE BR CANAL COMPANY CONVERSION PROGRAM AND CONVERT THE LONG-TERM LEASE INTO A SHAREHOLDER POSITION:  Bear River City has one share long-term lease of irrigation water from the Bear River Canal Company.  They are offering to let us convert the long-term lease into a shareholder position for the amount of $3,600.  This is a good price.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to buy the long-term leased share for the amount of $3,600.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW LEASE AGREEMENT:  Council Members agreed this lease agreement with Spencer Julander is good.  It looks really lengthy, but it has to be to protect the City.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the lease agreement.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

SCADA QUOTE:  Council Members reviewed the quote for $39,500 that Council Member J Holmgren received from Golden Spike Automation for the Scada System.  Prices have gone up since the quote, so the amount will probably be higher.  Jones Engineering has agreed to help up with the request for proposal.  We can talk about it at a later date.

JULY 24TH CELEBRATION:  Bryan Jenson wanted to know if they could do a trap shoot for the 24th.  He would donate $500 to supply the pigeons, throwing and the prizes.  Not sure if we could do it at the park over the river hill.  Not clear enough.  Not sure you can shoot a gun in city limits.  Clerk Holmgren has someone come in today and they told her that the ax throwing place in Brigham now has a mobile ax throwing.  Wondered if maybe we might want to add it in for the older kids and adults to do.  Very reasonable cost.  Mayor Armstrong suggested maybe doing this in the fall instead of the 24th.   Clerk Holmgren suggested that maybe we could do both of these things for a thank you dinner.  It was suggested to have Council Member Dallin ask Niagara for another water donation.  Our sponsor for the fish can’t help us this year.  We have invested in an official race timer for the 5k.  Registration for the 5k will be online.  People are really serious about their time.  Everything is on track.  We need to change the pricing on the hamburgers.  Change prices to Hamburger $4, Cheeseburger $5, Double Burger $6, Double Cheese $7.  Youth Council will be on call to help unload food and pop.  Breisha Whitley is taking over the Quilt and Art Show.  The Fire Department would like to do an awareness booth.  They will be giving out stickers and information for the Fire Department.  Deo Johnson will be the grand marshal for the parade.  We also ordered 2 port-a-potties.  

REVIEW GRAVESITE IN CEMETERY AND DOG ASHES:  Clerk Andreasen has been asked if we allow dog ashes to be buried in the cemetery.  No dog burials at the cemetery.  There is a plot that is for sale at the cemetery.  The plot is really close to the road.  We have a person interested in buying the plot.  She was wondering if we could put some curbing or a rock so no one will drive on it.  The Council agreed we will not be adding a curb or a rock.  Phylene and Don Anderson installed a couple of pipes by some headstones.  It makes it hard to mow around.  They also wanted to put cement between 2 headstones.  They put the cement in.  

SEWER MANAGEMENT PLAN:  Our Engineers will be taking care of this. 

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.    Those voting in favor Council Members R Holmgren, Anderson, Dallin, and J Holmgren.  It was suggested that instead of reading the bills out loud each meeting, Clerk Holmgren will print out a list of the checks printed for the month for the council to review and maybe initial.  Council Member Dallin motioned to accept the initials of the department head for approval of bills.  If after further research other means need to be taken, we will do so.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Clerks will research into this to make sure it is done correctly.

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN: We had a man stop by to complain about how people take care of their yards and cars parked in front of people’s houses.  He doesn’t live here, but drives through our town on his way to work every day.  He stated there are citizens in our town that complain to him about it at work, but won’t complain to the city about it.

Jason Anderson’s dog bit a fed ex guy.  The fed ex guy and the dog kind of surprised each other.  Jason apologized and chatted for a while with the guy and thought everything was good.  Now the guy wants to sue Jason and Bear River City for not taking care of the problem.  The fed ex guy sent an email to the city stating this.  This was the first the city even heard about it.  Our animal control was not made aware of it either.  A deputy stopped by a few days later to get our animal control number, but as far as he was concerned the case was closed and all was well.

Jay Stocking complained about rocks and cement in front of the Berry’s house.  He stated the road is narrow anyway and having it so no one can drive off the road is dangerous.  A letter was sent to the Berry’s and the rocks and cement have been removed.

DEPARTMENTS:  Park:  Tyler and Susan have the park looking great.  Council Member Dallin purchased a new lawn mower for them to use.  We still have the old one for back up.  

Fireworks Restrictions:  No fireworks in the unincorporated parts of Box Elder County.  Mayor Armstrong talked with Corey Barton and we are good to have our Town fireworks show.  Council Member Dallin was asked by Ellen Cook if the City was going to allow fireworks inside our city.  We will put on Facebook that Bear River City will follow the State and City recommendations for fireworks.

Cemetery:  Pipeline needs to be fixed and the pump needs to be replaced.

Civic Center:  Council Member Anderson is concerned that we have overwhelmed Tyler with all the jobs we have him doing.  Also, no one really gave him a list of items he is supposed to do.  He would like to talk to Tyler about maybe having someone else take care of the Civic Center, but leave his pay the same.  Council Members agreed.

Park:  Baseball Diamond guy has contacted Council Member Dallin after a year.  They gave him a quote of $41,000.  When this is done it will be a great baseball field.  Council Member Dallin will reach out to this company to find out if there are any other competitors, they can get bids for or if they are a sole competitor.

Park:  RV dump pad needs to lean towards where you dump.  It seems to be leaning away.  Council Member J Holmgren stated that it needs to have a cement pad or asphalt.  

Irrigation:  Frank Gee sealed the ditch where it goes through his property that goes to Carson Christensen’s property.  This is a private ditch and we can’t do anything about it.

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 9:24. Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.







Minutes approved August 10, 2022.

							________________________________________________
							Megan Armstrong, Mayor

Attest:



___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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