August 2, 2022
Corinne City Council
Public Hearing/Regular Session

Mayor Shane Baton called the meeting to order. Present were Mayor Shane Baton, Council Members Curtis Hansen, Kelly Donovan, Karen Caldwell, Irene Jensen and Recorder Kendra Norman. Council Member Ann Whitaker arrived at 7:15pm.

Irene J. led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mayor Baton called for a moment of silence. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
Mayor Baton declared the public hearing for Culinary Water Overage Rate Increase open at 7:02pm. 

Courtney Wessman stated the increase concerns her. Her bill will increase $200 with the proposed rate change. Courtney W. asked the Council to go to at least 30,000 gallons before a large increase instead of the proposed 20,000 gallons. Courtney presented her prosed rate tier for the Council to consider. 

Melissa Little stated that her family uses and enjoys their yard. Her garden is her therapy and along with their trees are used for feeding their family. Melissa L. stated she tries to be aware of the water usage but to make water as expensive as a car payment is too high. It seems unfair that those without secondary water are asked to have no yards but those with secondary water can have beautiful green yards. 

Brian Wilding stated he was at the last public hearing and is trying to flip his strip but would like help offsetting the cost. Mayor Baton suggested checking with the state to see if they offer any rebates. Corinne City has a limited budget and can not offer anything at this time. 

Tom Little asked if the rate increase was permanent or just during the drought? Mayor Baton stated that rates can always be changed depending on circumstances. The purpose right now is to curb overuse of culinary water. 

There was a lot of discussion regarding the use of secondary water, its cost, the delivery and use of the water. 

Irene J. stated the whole purpose behind the increase is because of the drought and we don’t have extra drinking water. There is no other source, when the water is gone it is gone. 

Mayor Baton stated that the overage rate increase is city wide. Everyone that uses culinary water is billed the same rate. You are not being punished for green lawns, pools or animals. It is your prerogative if you want these things, you pay extra for them. 

Courtney W. asked if the Council would meet them half way and look at the issue from their view. It feels like they are being brushed off and ignored. 

There was a lot of discussion regarding this issue. Mayor Baton declared the public hearing closed at 7:35pm.
Curtis H. motioned to approve the Culinary Water Overage Rates as presented by the Council. Karen C. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Curtis H. for, Ann W. for, Kelly D. for, Karen C. for and Irene J. for. 

Mayor Baton declared the second public hearing for Ordinance 22-02 Suspending New Water Connections open at 7:37pm.

There was no pubic comment regarding this ordinance. 

Mayor Baton declared the public hearing closed at 7:39pm. 

Ann W. motioned to approve Ordinance 22-02 Suspending New Culinary Water Connections as presented. Curtis H. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Curtis H. for, Ann W. for, Kelly D. for, Karen C. for and Irene J. for. 

APPOINTMENTS:
	A. Shane Richards, USU Water Conservation Specialist, shared tip on how to conserve water and still have a green lawn. Shane R. explained the process he uses for the USU campus’ he oversees. Some of the tips included planting shade trees, consistent watering just less time, mowing height and most important aeration. Shane R. provided his contact information if anyone had further questions. shanerichards@usu.edu 

	B. Cara Briggs was not present

	C. Beulah Wells reported on the 4th of July activities her committee was over. Most of the activities were successful and had a lot of participation. They plan to add to it for next year. (See attached report)

SHERIFF’S REPORT:
Sgt. Austin Bowcutt presented the statistics for July. There were 46 total incidents in our area. Sgt. Bowcutt reminded everyone if you see something please report it. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:
Karen C. reported the Fire Department responded to 14 calls in July. 12 outside city limits and 2 inside. They are working on training for the engines and have received a donation of several small stuffed animals to give to their younger patients on scene. (See attached report)

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:
Karen C. motioned to approve the minutes of July 19th as written. Ann W. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Curtis H. for, Ann W. for, Kelly D. for, Karen C. for and Irene J. for. 

MAYOR/COUNCIL BUSINESS:
	A. Methodist Church Restoration Project – Karen C. reported that $47 was raised at the dance selling water and popcorn. A second request for bids has been put in the newspaper and will be ready for review at the next Council meeting. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Sgt. Bowcutt asked that citizens talk with their kids and let them know the difference between being a tattle tale and witnessing a crime. They are having issues with teens not wanting to “snitch” when they have witnessed a crime. 

Glenda Chapman is having a hard time contacting animal control. Mayor Baton will get her in contact with Justin R. He also referred her to Council Member Curtis H. 

NEW BUSINESS:
Ann W. suggested the city look into setting up electronic payments for utility bills.  Mayor Baton asked her to look into the cost and if it was feasible. 
The Steering Committee met for the General Plan update. There were lots of good ideas presented. The next meeting is scheduled for September 12th.

Irene J. asked who is on the Steering Committee? The members are Ann W., Elka Wallace, Jenny Harris, Hollie Peterson, Stephanie Bair, Tim Bair, Davon Day, Courtney Wessman, Kendra Norman and JL Nicholas.

Mayor Baton reported that maintenance has started moving the piles of dirt and sand to the city shop. 

APPROVAL OF CHECKS:

ADJOURNMENT:
Karen C. motioned to adjourn the meeting. Kelly D. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Curtis H. for, Ann W. for, Kelly D. for, Karen C. for and Irene J. for. 

I certify these minutes to be true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 


Kendra Norman



______________________________________________		______________________
Mayor Shane Baton							Date
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