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[bookmark: _GoBack]REGULAR SESSION OF THE
BRIGHAM CITY COUNCIL
December 5, 2013

PRESENT:		Dennis Fife			Mayor
			Scott Ericson			Councilmember
			Ruth Jensen			Councilmember
			Brian Rex			Councilmember
			Mark Thompson			Councilmember
			Tyler Vincent			Councilmember
	DJ Bott	Councilmember Elect
	Tom Peterson	Councilmember Elect

ALSO PRESENT:	Mark Bradley			City Planner
			Jim Buchanan			Emergency Services Director
			Dave Burnett			Public Power Director
			Mary Kate Christensen		City Recorder
			Paul Larsen			Economic Development Director
Kristy Law			Recreation Manager
			Bruce Leonard			City Administrator
			Tyler Pugsley			Public Works Director
Jason Roberts			Finance Director/Deputy City Recorder
Paul Tittensor			Police Chief
			

Mayor Fife called the meeting to order and proposed that the January 2, 2014 meeting be cancelled. The Council agreed. The Reverence Period was given by Reverend Deacon Deanna Sue Adams of the Episcopal Church. 

Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes of the September 19, 2013 Council meeting was made by Councilmember Jensen, seconded by Councilmember Vincent and unanimously approved as distributed.

AGENDA

PUBLIC COMMENT
RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES
	New Hire, Emergency Services Department
PUBLIC HEARING
	Vacate Eight (8’) Wide Public Utility Easement Along Property Line at 865 Sunset Drive to Accommodate an Accessory Building (Garage/Shop)
	Gain Citizen Input on Potential CDBG Projects
SCHEDULED DELEGATION
	Presentation by Alpine Church on Support Our Troops USO Drive
	Annual Update from Bicycling Committee
	Presentation of the Hometown Hero Program Sponsored by Kent’s Food
	Discussion on Smart Meters
NEW BUSINESS
	Request for Approval of Interlocal Agreement between Brigham City and Brigham City Redevelopment Agency to Provide Tax Increment Funds for Payment of the Lease Expense for the Academy Building to the Municipal Building Authority 
	Consideration for Adoption of a Resolution of the City Council of Brigham City, Utah (The “City”), Sale by the Municipal Building Authority of its Lease Revenue Bonds, Series 2013, in the Aggregate Principal Amount of $3,999,000; and Related Matters
 	Approval of Ordinance Adopting the Amended Project Area Plan and Budget for RDA #1



PUBLIC COMMENT

Paul Roberts, Brigham – Mr. Roberts said as a fish biologist, the fish production at the Pioneer Pond has been good. The Division of Natural Resources has stocked trout 2-3 times in the spring and two batches of catfish in May. They also stocked a batch of 400 largemouth bass. They also stocked a batch of blue catfish rather than the usual channel cats and two stocks of rainbow trout this fall. 

LouAnn Christensen, Brigham – Ms. Christensen expressed appreciation to the Mayor and Council for everything they do to make Brigham City a great place to live. She was concerned about the pork processing plant. It will be a benefit to Brigham City as far as the $20 million facility and 150 new jobs with potential of 260 jobs thereafter with an average wage of $35,000, as well as potential road infrastructure. She was concerned about the smell and the future economic impact of a pork processing plant on West Forest. Mr. Larsen addressed a lot of these issues with her in a previous conversation and in his opinion it is not an issue. She trusts his judgment that it will not be a concern. However, her concern is the future economic impact. Jobs bring in more housetops which bring in commercial development, which increases sales tax. This is all good. However, when ATK downsized a lot of the upper income jobs were lost. She did not feel like these jobs have been replaced. With all the EDAs and RDAs that have been created on West Forest, the landscaping and sidewalk from the railroad to the Bird Refuge, it is a prime piece of property for a business park, industrial park and is a gateway into the city. She asked the Council if these are the type of jobs that should be brought into Brigham City. She asked them to not be shortsighted and look at the long term vision of Brigham City.

DeAnna Hardy, County – Ms. Hardy said at the last Council meeting it was stated that the people voted on the swimming pool bond. As she has been studying the constitution and looking more at what the Founding Fathers believed the government should be, the swimming pool bond should never have happened. It is voting on taking someone else’s property for something that the city wants to do recreationally. She was also concerned about the $3-4 million bonding for the Academy Building. She felt that the City is more interested in business deals rather than protecting the rights and properties of the people. She again expressed concern with the pork processing plant and control of communist China. 

John Coleman, Brigham – Seeing what he has seen in the past, Mr. Coleman expressed concern with the new people coming in and today’s values and low standards that so many of these people will bring in. The will bring in more problems for the Police Department and the school system. More attention has to be paid to what is actually coming in. The unintended consequences are astronomical. 

Don Dunbar, Brigham – Mr. Dunbar acknowledged the Mayor for holding the line with UTOPIA. Brigham City should not be putting good money after bad and it is nonessential services and should never have been a municipal infrastructure. Mr. Dunbar also commented on the pork processing plant. He was not sure about the location, but Box Elder County is an agricultural county. This is food and the people that feed the country. He asked the Council not to turn away a food processing plant because if China takes over Smithfield Hams they are not going to send the pork back to the states, they will feed their own. Or if it does come back to the states, it will not be in the form and quality desired. 

RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES

New Hire, Emergency Services Department
Derek Oyler was recognized for being promoted to Deputy Emergency Services Director. 

PUBLIC HEARING

Vacate Eight (8’) Wide Public Utility Easement Along Property Line at 865 Sunset Drive to Accommodate an Accessory Building (Garage/Shop)
Mr. Bradley explained that the homeowners at this address would like to construct an accessory building behind their home and have it closer to the property line, which requires a vacation of easements. 

The Mayor opened the public hearing. There were no comments from the public. A motion to close the public hearing was made by Councilmember Rex, seconded and unanimously carried.

MOTION: Councilmember Ericson made a motion to vacate an eight foot wide public utility easement along property line at 865 Sunset Drive. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Jensen.  All voting was in favor.

Gain Citizen Input on Potential CDBG Projects
Mr. Leonard stated that this is the first public hearing for the Community Development Block Grant. The purpose is to gain citizen input regarding community needs and potential CDBG projects. Approximately $700,000 is expected to be available in the Bear River Region for CDBG projects, $450,000 to be available for projects that meet U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development national objectives to be benefit low and moderate income individuals. All activities that can be accomplished under this project are identified in the CDBG application policies and procedures manual. Projects may include local infrastructure projects such as water system improvements, purchase of playground equipment or projects that improve the ability and quality of housing for the low and moderate income individuals and families, such as purchasing land for subsidized housing or rehabilitation of homes and apartments. Brigham City has received funds in the past for improvements to the Senior Center, a home repair and improvement program for low income households, installation of 88 sidewalk ramps throughout the City, and subsidized housing through the Bear River Mental Health. Brigham City will list eligible activities in the City Capital Improvement List. 

Nancy Green, Senior Center Director – Ms. Green said they intend to apply for a CDBG grant for the purpose of overlaying their parking lot.

A motion to close the public hearing was made by Councilmember Jensen, seconded by Councilmember Vincent and unanimously carried. 

SCHEDULED DELEGATION

Presentation by Alpine Church on Support Our Troops USO Drive
Sgt. Rick Jepsen said they are collecting items to ship to Afghanistan to support the troops stationed there. They will be packing the boxes December 28 and 29. They will be sending items that the soldiers are having trouble getting there, such as popcorn, beef jerky and toiletries. So far they have enough for approximately forty boxes; their goal is 56. They have collection points at the Dixie Grill, Brigham Floral and the Fine Arts Center. Councilmember Vincent said he could also place a box at his business, Bert’s Auto Body.  

Annual Update from Bicycling Committee
Jack Leavitt, Chair of the Bicycling Committee, reported that there are approximately six miles of hiking and biking trail. It has all been accomplished by volunteers, which included 32 Eagle Scout projects. They have also had great support from Public Works. The Rotary Club donated money for tools. 

Mr. Leavitt was concerned with the bike lanes on 300 West and 200 East being strip sealed. If the committee had known these streets were going to be chip sealed they would have suggested other streets. Strip seal is a curse to bikers. If the lanes contain even small amounts of gravel, bikers will ride the smooth lane or choose a different street to ride. He expressed further concern with the lanes not being maintained.  

Discussion on Smart Meters
Mr. Dunbar said in 1981 when he was at Zion’s Bank on Broadway and Main in Salt Lake City, there was a camera in the drive-thru lane. He can’t get used to these because it makes him nervous. The jail has cameras everywhere, which is understandable. However, most people would not believe a utility company would thrust something on the people that isn’t good for them. The smart meters terrify him. 

The number one concern is the intrusion. We have gone from crystal radios that are powered by a carrier wave on audio modulation to something that has tremendous destructive ability. The new state-of-the-art technology with laptops, flat screen TVs, desktop computers, washers, driers, refrigerators, freezer all have cameras in them. Smart meters will interface with either UTOPIA fiber optics or an antenna on a utility pole. It is a radio frequency emitter. They work on the microwave band width, which is the most destructive channels and frequencies to human physiology. 

There has been 110 volt electricity for the last 130 years and it has been pretty harmless. This week he noticed a pulse superimposed over the 110 volt electricity coming into homes that runs every two minutes. It rises to a crescendo, levels off at five seconds, then suddenly drops off. He is not sure what this is, but he suspected it is something the power company is getting ready to do to the people. This is very powerful. 

These smart meters are intrusive. This is not an American idea. It comes from Agenda 21 and The United Nations. They want surveillance. From 1980 when he first saw the camera at Zion’s Bank, there have been cameras installed at every intersection with the excuse that it is going to help stop traffic accidents. It has not. Those are for surveillance. 

When Mr. Dunbar first became aware of smart meters, he talked to Mr. Leonard and the first words out of his mouth was “we don’t want any intrusions; we don’t want to spy on anyone.” Mr. Dunbar said he trusts him and believes him. Even the original promoters never meant for this to be forced. Power companies are trying to force it. 

Mr. Dunbar has a binder of bad reports on smart meters. These reports are from all over the country, Canada and Australia. There is legislation pending in Sacramento before the California State Legislature to band smart meters. The power company’s attitude is, if you don’t like it, you’ll have to pay extra money to opt out. The analog meters work fine. He has one that is reading accurately and has probably been there for 85 years. 

Smart meters are very expensive; reasonable estimates are $600-$700 and citizens will pay more every month on their utility bill. It does not end with installation. 

The electromagnetic pollution is toxic. The FCC has set a limit of 660 milliwatts as a threshold for danger to human brains. Smart meters operate on 20 MHz, the same as the human brain. It affects human physiology and has been known to cause interference with pacemakers, insulin pumps, c-pack machines. It will stop a heart pacemaker at three meters. Mr. Dunbar said he has a c-pack machine and it has interfered with his. It changes the frequency of the respirators. 

Smart meters are not only intrusive because it has the capacity to interact with all the new devices with cameras, but also because without the benefit of Fourth Amendment warrants, they can activate those cameras. It is un-American. 

There are also issues with smart meters overcharging. A farmer had them on his building with no appliances turned on and got a $12,000 bill. They overcharge and are inaccurate. 

There are also fires and electrical problems. They’ve been known to catch fire and explode off the wall. The health issues are incredible. It interferes with other electronics and will activate garage door openers, TV remote controls and various other appliances that run on radio frequency. The potential for hackers and cyber security are high, and power companies say they have no liability if someone hacks into it and gets a customer’s private information. They can find out what medical devices are being used, such as if a customer has a heart disease, breast implants or anything of that nature and tell others exactly about a customer’s private life. They also increase burglary risk because they are able to run fingerprints on every device in the house. Everything in the house has a power curve and a consumption fingerprint so they can tell what appliances are on. This is data mining and they will sell it to people that are interested. This is none of the government’s business and it should be optional. The Council should study this for a long time. 

Another concern Mr. Dunbar has is that smart grids are energy intensive and require a tremendous amount of energy to manufacture. They are burdensome and the cost is excessive. 

Mr. Dunbar felt that the City should use the money set aside for smart meters to build its own power plant to be independent of Rocky Mountain Power. 

Brigham City should not get smart meters just because other cities are getting them. The horror stories are too numerous to mention. 

This has been headed by the Obama stimulus funds - $4,500,000,000 in 2009 started this thing.  If it was such a good idea it would sell in the private sector as much as cell phones have. He added that cell phones have been shown to cause brain tumors. He sets his on the table and puts it on speaker to keep it at least three feet from his head. 

There is a lot of criminal negligence. Some power companies had their people armed intruding on private property – a clear violation of property rights and trespass laws. There have been a lot of violation of state and federal laws. It is an overburden of utility easements. He added that he does not remember giving an easement for that. 

Mr. Dunbar continued that there are about twelve companies that will reap approximately $1 trillion in profits. One of the ten is Itron. 

Utility companies want smart meters to monitor electric usage and load to determine bills and to promote energy conservation awareness. Insurance companies want it to determine health care premiums based on unusual behavior that might indicate illness. More intrusions. Law enforcement wants them to identify suspicious or illegal activity. Litigators want them to identify property boundaries and activities on premises. Landlords want them to verify lease compliance. Private investigators like them to monitor specific events. The press likes them to get information about famous people. Criminals can identify the best time for burglary or to identify high priced appliances to steal. The list goes on and on.

Mr. Dunbar said the more he looks into these the more horrified he becomes. There are hundreds of case histories and testimonies from people. 

Mayor Fife said he has done a lot of research on smart meters and has been a scientist all his life. Most of the information presented by Mr. Dunbar is incorrect and not valid. The City has a Public Utilities Advisory Board and Dave Burnett will take these concerns to this board. They can do more research on this and report back to the Council. He added that this board consists of citizens. 

Request for Approval of Interlocal Agreement between Brigham City and Brigham City Redevelopment Agency to Provide Tax Increment Funds for Payment of the Lease Expense for the Academy Building to the Municipal Building Authority 
Mr. Larsen explained that this agreement is between the RDA and the City stating that the RDA will transfer increment to the City. 

MOTION: Councilmember Rex made a motion to approve the interlocal agreement between Brigham City and Brigham City Redevelopment Agency to provide tax increment funds for payment of the lease expense for the Academy Building the Municipal Building Authority. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Vincent. Councilmember Ericson, Councilmember Rex, Councilmember Thompson and Councilmember Vincent voted aye, Councilmember Jensen voted nay. The motion carried 4-1.

Consideration for Adoption of a Resolution of the City Council of Brigham City, Utah (The “City”), Sale by the Municipal Building Authority of its Lease Revenue Bonds, Series 2013, in the Aggregate Principal Amount of $3,999,000; and Related Matters
Mr. Larsen explained that it is anticipated when the bids are opened next week the amount will be lower than $3,999,000. 

Councilmember Thompson said the intent is that tax increment and donations will cover this bond. He wondered if it would be better to wait until the bids are open in case they are higher than anticipated and it is unfeasible to have it paid off with tax increment and donations. Mr. Alex Buxton from Zion’s Bank explained that if this happens the City will not close on the bonds. Councilmember Thompson asked what mechanism could be used to stop the bonds if the Council felt uncomfortable with it. Mr. Buxton replied that the resolution has a delegating officer, which is the Mayor. It would require his approval to move toward closing the bonds. Mayor Fife added that if the bids are close, the Council will hold an emergency meeting to decide whether to go forward with the bonds or wait. The bids will be opened on December 10. The Council requested a meeting be scheduled for December 11 at 5:00.   

MOTION: Councilmember Ericson made a motion to adopt the resolution for the sale by the Municipal Building Authority of its lease revenue bonds to the CIB, contingent on a meeting at 5:00 on December 11.  Councilmember Thompson seconded the motion. Councilmember Ericson, Councilmember Rex, Councilmember Thompson and Council-member Vincent voted aye; Councilmember Jensen voted nay. The motion carried with a 4-1 vote. 

Approval of Ordinance Adopting the Amended Project Area Plan and Budget for RDA #1
Mr. Larsen explained that a few weeks ago the Redevelopment Agency adopted the amended project area plan and budget for RDA #1. This is the final step in completing this process.  

MOTION: A motion to approve the ordinance adopting the amended project area plan and budget for RDA #1 was made by Councilmember Rex and seconded by Councilmember Thompson. Councilmember Jensen voted nay, all other councilmembers voted aye. The motion passed with a 4-1 vote. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:34 pm.
