Town of Bluff
Planning and Zoning Commission Regular Meeting
Wednesday, August 3, 2022 at 6:00 pm
VIRTUAL -  Bluff Community Center
190 North 3rd East, Bluff, Utah 84512
DRAFT
6:01 Roll Call: Sarah Burak (Chair), Amanda Podmore, Marcia Hadenfeldt, Malyssa Egge, Ed Dobson
Town Council Representatives: Luanne Hook, Erin Nelson (Town Manager)

Approval of minutes from 7/20/2022 regular meeting 
Hadenfeldt motioned to approve the meeting minutes as submitted Podmore seconded. Hadenfeldt aye, Dobson aye, Egge aye, Burak aye. Podmore aye
Public Citizens to Be Heard: none
Old Business
Update from Town Council: Hook reported that the Town Council inquired whether the zoning ordinance amendment form which was submitted to the Town Council had been reviewed by the town attorney.  Hadenfeldt stated that the forms developed by the P&Z committee are based on needs as indicated in the approved ordinances, that they may not need to be reviewed by the attorney but, that it is certainly ok to do so.   Podmore asked whether the Town Council had discussed the temporary signage in town. Hook reported that the Council is working with business owners and that the existing signs can remain for the rest of this season and will be addressed during the off-season.  Nelson added that the Council also stated that no new temporary signs/banners will be allowed.   Hook reported that the Dark Skies ordinance was reviewed by Dr. Berenstein. Hadenfeldt submitted that the legal piece may be legal, but questioned whether it legally needed to be included in the ordinance.  Nelson added that the Town Council will continue discussions related to the legal piece and the compliance time limit before any further action is taken.
New Business
Land Use Clearances: none        Burak will meet with Nelson this week to transfer hard-copy P&Z files to the Town Council office.
Update on wayfinding sign project: Nelson reported that the wayfinding sign committee will continue its discussion of the tier system of signage and emphasized that businesses are not included.  Burak noted that S Butler wash is on BLM land.  Nelson said that a BLM representative was at the meeting and had emphasized the need for other agency involvement in the interests of simplification and to avoid overlapping signage.  Nelson also stated that it would be beneficial to have Bluff representation and will include Podmore as well as Linda Sosa (from the Town Council).
Update on P&Z term-vacancy notification process: Nelson provided suggestions based on her preliminary discussion with the mayor including:
*  preference for all 5 commissioners to conduct the interviews
* declaration of intent of all 5 commissioners by 8/10
*  posting San Juan Record, Town website, town locations)  until 9/9   (will be determined at 9/21 meeting)
The hope is to have P&Z interviews completed and recommendations made to the Town Council by or before the first week in October at the latest.  Egge raised concerns regarding those commissioners preferring to be reappointed. Burak questioned whether the Town Council's approval for re-appointment could be completed before the interview process. Hadenfeldt mentioned that the bylaws/ordinance establishing the P&Z Commission outlines the procedure for seating commissioners. Nelson will investigate this in the interest of timing and having all 5 Commissioners able to vote on applicant recommendations for position vacancies.   Podmore suggested combining the interviews and recommendations into one meeting in order to extend the application deadline or extending the deadline until 9/15. Nelson agreed that the application deadline could be extended to the 16th but it would give the Commission a shorter turn-around time in which to begin interviews.  Egge suggested including the term-start and duration dates for vacancies.  Nelson agreed and said that due to differing situations, those dates would vary.  Nelson presented the vacancy flyer and discussion ensued regarding the contact person named in the flyer.  Burak agreed to continue as the contact person, as available.
Discuss application form for site plan: moved to next meeting
Property and land use questions from Laurie Gerse regarding lot at 51S 500W (correct address under review): The correct address is 51S 500W and is .14 acre located in a residential area.  Hadenfeldt presented her conversation with Laurie Gerse who is making inquiries before considering purchase. Hadenfeldt mentioned to Gerse the standard concerns regarding access, septic and setbacks and that short-term rental trailers would not be allowed, nor would 2 trailers be allowed as this would be considered an RV park. Podmore suggested that 2 or more trailers as rentals would not be allowed, but that if one were inhabited by the owner, it would not meet the definition of an RV park. Podmore also added that if the setbacks became an issue, Gerse could pursue a variance.  Burak mentioned that no more short-term rentals were allowed in residential zones but that long-term rentals would be allowed and that the ordinance does not specify the minimum distance between trailers.   Egge mentioned concerns for whether the septic is approved for 1 or 2 hookups.  She also mentioned a P&Z procedural issue on how to address the existing lots grandfathered into the ordinance which do not meet the current minimal lot sizes.  Hadenfeldt agreed that the non-conforming lots are a concern and suggested that it would be beneficial to have them addressed through the Town attorney.  Nelson added that the Town is currently working on standardizing addresses in Bluff and that questions may be directed to her.  Gerse joined the meeting and the details of the above discussion were conveyed to her.  She asked whether a small house would be permissible and she was directed to the ordinance specifying lot-size, structure square footage, setbacks, and septic requirements and to the county clerk's office for plat maps.
Items for the next agenda:
interview process and questions / update from Nelson on procedure
Discuss application form for site plan
Other: Podmore's request to be excused from the next meeting was approved. Burak will act as recorder. Nelson stated that she would also not be available for the next meeting but that she would forward relevant materials to the commission.

Hadenfeldt made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Dobson seconded, the vote was unanimous and the meeting was adjourned at 7:03.




 
