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Institution Submitting Request: Utah Valley University
Proposed Title: Department of Languages and Cultures
Currently Approved Title: Department of Languages
School or Division or Location: College of Humanities and Social Sciences
Recommended Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Code[footnoteRef:1] (for new programs): 00.0000 [1:  CIP codes must be recommended by the submitting institution.  For CIP code classifications, please see http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/Default.aspx?y=55. ] 
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Institutional Board of Trustees’ Approval Date: MM/DD/YEAR
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Program Request - Abbreviated Template
Utah Valley University
Department Name Change
07/01/2014

Section I: Request

The Department of Languages requests a name change to Department of Languages and Cultures effective Fall 2015.

Section II: Need

In the last two decades, traditional language and literature programs have gradually evolved to encompass a wider, more inter-disciplinary approach that acknowledges the reality that linguistic proficiency is only possible with greater cultural fluency. Accordingly, the field has expanded to include a broad offering of cultural studies courses. The faculty at Utah Valley University has kept up with these changes in the discipline and already offers many courses and degrees that fit into this cultural studies framework. Additionally, a number of UVU programs, including the Deaf Studies Major, the Chinese Studies Minor, and the new Russian Studies Minor, fit into the cultural studies model. The change of the name of the department to Department of Languages and Cultures will reflect accurately the programs UVU already offers. The change will not affect current courses.

Section III: Institutional Impact

The name change is expected to have a positive effect on enrollments. Administratively, the Chinese Studies program, and the proposed Latin American Studies program are interdisciplinary, and spread over several departments, although the majority of the courses offered are from the Languages department.  The change will help to solidify the administrative home of these programs in Languages and Cultures, while still maintaining their interdisciplinary nature, and continuing the cooperation with other participating departments.

No new resources are anticipated to support the name change.

The department of Languages (and Cultures) is committed to educating students who will be able to compete in a global market, who are culturally fluent and linguistically proficient—skills which are indispensable in a twenty-first century marketplace.

Section IV: Finances

No new funds will be required for this change.
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