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WEBER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (WCD) MEETING
Regular Meeting, July 7, 2022
2871 Commerce Way, Ogden, UT 84401
ATTENDANCE: 
Appointed Weber Conservation District (WCD) Voting Members: 
John Degiorgio, Chairman
Ronald Stratford, Supervisor
Trevor Wayment, Supervisor
Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS):
Kenny Oswald, District Conservationist
Corey Schellenger, Conservation Planner
Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF):
Brian Christiansen, Resource Coordinator
Zack Oman, Conservation District Planner
Hannah Freeze, AFO/CAFO Planner
Office of Senator Mitt Romney: 
Chandler Beutler, Northern Utah Director
Weber County Weed Board:
Bart Cragun, Weed Supervisor
Utah State University Extension (USU):
Cody Zesiger, Extension Agent
Other: 
Jamila McFarland, Producer
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WCD MEETING- CALL TO ORDER
WCD Chairman John Degiorgio called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. A motion was made by Mr. Trevor Wayment to approve the June 2, 2022 meeting minutes and was seconded by Mr. Ronald Stratford. The motion was carried unanimously.


RESOURCE COORDINATOR UPDATE
Per Brian Christensen, Resource Coordinator, Water optimization grants have been awarded and 11 applications were funded. Applications will open back up in August with a September deadline. $25 million of $70 million has been allocated so there is still $45 million available. Producers must reapply as the original application will not roll over.  Producers would like to apply for additional funding now that the price of supplies has gone up. 
The Weber River Partnership is looking for board members. They are currently working on a watershed plan to be focused on the upper Ogden River. The plan is to create a 9-step plan to secure federal funding. Planting the bank and fencing for livestock will be part of the bank and stream restoration plan. Hannah Freeze feels the dairymen in the area need to be actively involved to ensure their needs are respected and met. 
Funding for a Rush Skeleton Weed field tour is available. An option would be to take the city workers on rides to locate current issues and do some chemical training for mixing and application. Another option is to work directly with landowners that have a significant issue on their property. There are some properties of major concern and further follow-up and possible fines may be appropriate.
ISM grant money for Yellow Star Thistle and Phragmites is available for any property owner that would like help with the management.










NRCS UPDATE
Per Kenny Oswald, District Conservationist, Contracts for the year are finishing up. The SFP applications for water meters are being renewed. There are currently 28 applicants and 4 have been approved. The board will reach out to the producers to organize this effort and utilize current funding. Producers are waiting for word to confirm if water meters will be required, but Kenny is confident this program will move forward and producers should prepare themselves and utilize the available funding. Kenny is looking for a good irrigation company to use the SFP money that is available. 
Some producers have inquired how the NRCS determines required standards for projects. Per Kenny, the engineering standards come from a national level and are very high to ensure the projects are done correctly and will be long-lasting. Funding can be taken back as a result of changes being made after the application approval so communication is key to avoiding any issues. 


WEED BOARD UPDATE
Per Bart Cragun, Weed Board, the needed specialty chemicals have been received. Bart is available to spray anywhere the board can locate an issue.  












EXTENSION UPDATE
Per Cody Zesinger, USU Extension, the Fertilizer Recommendation trial is ongoing statewide as well as the Soil Conditioning trials, Corn Interseeding trail, the Cover Crop trial, and four Puncturevine trials are ongoing.
The Sustainable Grazing Workshop was very successful.
John Degiorgio was able to use an interseeder from Box Elder County using a couple of different techniques and found the equipment useful. The interseeder Weber County currently has is too large to fit down the corn rows. The use of a tractor will also be needed. 
Cody is also working on a grant through the National Science Foundation that will use sensors to meter water levels as well as other things like phosphorus in the soil and communicate the levels to producers via a spectrometer.

AFO/ CAFO UPDATE
Per Hannah Freeze, AFO/CAFO Planner, she would like to ensure all the local providers are aware and participating in the Ag VIP program, and feels a more targeted outreach effort may be needed to get support to producers. Soil health workshops with a rainfall simulator have been successful and help get producers excited about the Ag VIP program. The demonstration is ready at any time and will only require a location to be organized. The presentation takes a couple of hours. If the groups are smaller, they could hold a couple of events to allow for different schedules. The Conservation District should be driving the change and innovations and should be encouraging producers to participate in these programs. 










OTHER
Craig McKnight is a possible buyer for the current Weber County interseeder and no-till drill. The district would benefit from selling the current interseeder and then purchasing an interseeder that will function for their needs. Morgan and Weber County could possibly share the expense and equipment. 
Per Corey Schellenger, NRCS Planner, the goal of an interseeder is to benefit soil health when grazing is not possible. Corey would like to submit for SFP money for different soil health trials. Interseeding with cover crop and no-till drill systems will likely have the most benefits. A no-till drill needs to be an additional option on any interseeder the district purchases. The Utah climate is hard for no-till options due to irrigation practices and soil type. Utah might need to use reduced till instead of no-till practices.
In regards to the Weber County Fair, the board discussed hanging before and After Posters in the Jr Ag area to showcase projects that the board would like to promote. Possible projects would be pipe funding, Russian olive removal, soil testing, and cover crop. Cody Zesiger and Brian Christensen will organize this effort.
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