LEAMINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Wednesday, June 8, 2022
Town Council Meeting
6:30 p.m.
PUBLIC MEETING
 
[bookmark: _Hlk87973385]Those present:	
				
Russ Finlinson, Mayor					Steven Holman is not present
Michael Lovell, Council Member			Trampis Fleming, Council Member
Chad McPherson, Council Member			Ann Finlinson, Clerk/Recorder	
Analili Burrows, Treasurer		Clark Nielson, Town Resident          
Cindy Butler, Planning & Zoning			Darwin Starks, Planning & Zoning	
Mike Ferrell, Water Superintendent			Mont Bradfield, Planning & Zoning
Todd Tolley, Water Operator			

Public Meeting called to order at 6:41 p.m. 

BUDGET DISCUSSION
The road budget was discussed as the state paid less than the $300,000 grant proposed, because the costs came in lower than projected.  Property Tax revenue will increase slightly to $7500.  Sales Tax revenue will be decreased conservatively with projected inflation and fuel increases, so the State Road Allotment budget projected revenue will also be decreased slightly. The State Grant Revenue will be $200,000 as expected for the grant for the maintenance and storage building.  The Fire Department budget information was taken from Dave Frandsen.  Russ would like to have another line item for Leamarado Rodeo Ticket Sales and separate line items for Rodeo Sponsor Donations and General Leamarado Sponsor Donations. For expenditures for Leamarado, we should have separate line items for the different categories.  We should itemize more completely in the coming year.  Chad would like to have a spreadsheet being completed as the Leamarado proceeds.  

The Cares Act/ARPA funds will receive $14,143 this year and received a comparable amount last year.  If we do not pay all of that to Jones & DeMille, we can roll it over to the next fiscal year.  We paid them about $1100 the past month which will need to be deducted from the amount rolled over.  Cemetery Lot sales will be up next year as the Chase family is buying several lots.  Mont is asking if there are any stipulations on lot sales.  Russ says the ordinance in place defines who can buy lots at the discount price.  Those who do not qualify pay $1000 vs. $100 per lot.  Clark asked how many lots are available; Russ said there are many lots.  He will have to look at the map to estimate.  Six people can be buried between the sprinkling system lines.  
Russ wants to get input on whether we need to adjust any items.  Michael has had his questions 
answered.

We are asking for any public input on the budget.  There is no input on the budget from the public. 
Chad motions to close the public portion at 7:12. Michael seconded, all in favor, motion passed.
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Cindy Butler, Planning & Zoning			Darwin Starks, Planning & Zoning	
Mike Ferrell, Water Superintendent			Mont Bradfield, Planning & Zoning
Todd Tolley, Water Operator				Richard & Gina Strickland, Future Residents 	
Town Council meeting called to order at 7:13 p.m.
The bills were approved and signed.
Corrections for the May 11th, 2022 minutes were discussed. Chad believes the discussion on the water sampling taking 1/9 of the budget needs correction. Russ had some other minor corrections he made to the minutes. Cindy says the Vincent’s subdivision and water request does not meet the right size requirement; the ordinance by laws say that anything over 5 acres is not considered a subdivision. Todd says if it is a subdivided lot with no infrastructure, then the ordinances do not meet the requirement to grant a water connection. Clark says that water connections have been made in the past that did not meet that requirement.  Each recorded lot is its own subdivision, according to Todd. When it goes over 5 acres, that lot can be subdivided again.  You can have a water connection first then get a building permit approved and go forward. The Vincents had two approved water connections already before the moratorium came into place.  Chad says moving forward that that once the connection is given that the fee must be paid. Russ says that we are in violation of keeping the water moratorium in place for longer than 6 months; Todd says it depends on whom you speak to at the state level. Trampis made the motion to change the mileage rate. Mont would like to change the $9 per day fine rate; there was never an actual amount stated for the fine. Chad motions to approve the minutes as corrected; Michael seconded.  All in favor, motion passed. 
Budget Discussion: Any amount over 100% on revenue in the budget is good; any amount over 100% on expenses needs to be addressed.  Michael was questioning how the budget amounts are displayed.  Chad and Michael discussed this.  Russ said we need to pay attention to what the actual budget numbers were as to what was expended and consider what the proposed budget should be.
Russ would like to approve the budget.  Michael motions to approve the budget with the fire department correction (there was previously an added zero); Chad seconds.  Motion passed.  Motion to approve the proposed tax rate by Chad; Michael seconds, motion passed.
Ordinances: The Stricklands are asking if they can get their water connection and building permit okayed.  Chad says the investigative sample is going to Richfield today and we will get the results tomorrow.  Mont is asking that if he can subdivide each quarter of an acre of his property, could each parcel get a water connection?  Mont is concerned about the water supply and says that we must determine if the water system is sufficient for the town before we lift the moratorium.  Russ says in the past we were able to supply the town in the past.  Chad is trying to get back on the topic.  Mont is bringing up the public’s concern. His concern is that Leamington will be required to give water connections to any subdivision.  We should drop the ability to create subdivisions now to prevent this or put in limitations.  
When the investigative sample comes back clean, Todd will check the level of the gauges and prove the water supply level.  Chad feels that there is no reason to disapprove the Strickland’s water connection.  Now we will put a hold on new connections on any new water requests until we have tested the well.   We can reinstate the hold with a different issue.  Clark says at the training he learned that we must show good faith and progress on the issues.  The state says the 6-month requirement is to protect the public’s need for water.  Todd says he works with state law and says the town’s water connections must be protected to protect existing residents.  Chad says the state also sets a minimum standard for the water to protect the system. We should get legal representation to help us decide the issue. Todd says other towns are putting limits on how many connections are granted per year.  Russ would like to limit them to 5; others present would like to limit them to 3.  There are currently 6 lots that would require connections.  Todd says the town of Leamington cannot afford the infrastructure to put in large subdivisions; therefore, Russ says our ordinances need to be rewritten.  Chad makes a motion that we approve the Strickland’s water connections.  Michael seconds, all in favor, motion approved.  Mike Ferrell has pledged to sign the connection approval.   
Chad says the upgrades we are working for will help us meet projected growth.  Russ says our general plan needs to be upgraded.  We started the process; he put out a survey to the town residents.  Six County will help us generate a general plan.  It would cost a considerable amount of money to have professionals do this for us.  We copied Hinckley Town ordinances, which copied Orem and these ordinances do not apply to us.  Mont is frustrated by the process.  Chad thinks to simplify it we should reach out to other communities to copy theirs.  Russ got the ordinances from Oak City, which is 90% of what we would want.  They paid someone to codify their ordinances.  Cindy thinks we could have a committee to work on this.  Ann brought up that Cody Rasch is moving his business to Oklahoma due to a dealership issue that may have been partly due to his perception that his cars do not meet the proposed landscaping ordinance.  The Town Council explained that his moving his business is due to his dealership license and not the proposed landscaping ordinance.  

Cindy is asking about the Town Council moving on the Landscaping Ordinance.  Russ is saying he needs to work on current needs first and that supersedes the time he has to spend on this ordinance.  Mont is asking if we are willing to confiscate building permits for those in violation of existing ordinances.  Michael says he does not want to abide by HOA requirements.   He would prefer to have town residents help those in need.  Russ says the existing ordinance does not apply to a rural community.  Mont thinks there should be progress on homes and yards within a two-year time frame.  Planning & Zoning would like the Town Council to make and enforce the ordinances.  Michael says the Bradfields are being good examples.  As a small community, we should set examples and help residents if they need help.  Mont would like the ordinance to push residents to complete their buildings and landscape the yard to grade.  Michael says the ordinance gives him concern as he has lived all over the world and does not like HOA’s.  He believes in property owner’s rights.  He would like to set the example and help residents who need it rather than enforce a requirement.  Mont thinks there can be exceptions that the owner can come to the town council to get help with.  Mont is frustrated by residents who do not complete their homes and landscaping .  He would at least like to see the current ordinance enforced.  
Russ is asking for input from the Stricklands.  They are planning on completing their home before the two years is up.  Gina agrees with Mont and that two years is an acceptable time limit to complete the building and grade the yard.  Richard says the building permit is only good for one year.  If it is not complete, then a new permit must be completed.  Michael has a question for Mont.  He would like an example of what makes him want to do this.  Mont’s concern is the neighboring yard.  Michael says the structure and yard were existing before the ordinance came into play.  We put a fence up to separate the town property from their property.  The fence was put up to delineate that their yard was not town property.  There is another recently built home that does not have a yard finished.  Russ is willing to give a two-year time frame and then come to the town council for an extension.  Chad says that we need to begin enforcing what is already in the ordinance book.  Michael is wondering who will enforce the rule.  Mont says we need an administrator on the Planning and Zoning Committee to enforce the ordinances.  Russ says he is not against it but is questioning how to enforce it.  Cindy is asking the Town Council to clarify the requirements and then let Planning & Zoning know.  Mont is complimenting the town on the road and cemetery progress.  
Fire Department:  Lynndyl pays their fire chief $60 a month which is $720 a year for their fire chief.  Russ thinks we should give our fire chief a bonus or something to compensate at least for the mileage to go to meetings.  We should do something to thank him or compensate him.  Dave goes to a meeting about once or twice a quarter.  Chad motions that we give Dave a $1000 bonus per year.  Michael seconds, all in favor, motion passed.  

Water:  Chad says we took a sample today; Bob is taking the sample to Richfield tomorrow.  If the sample comes up clean, we can determine the water rate we can deliver up to the hill and resolve the water issue.  Chad says our spring MPA sampling the sample from the Black Willow Spring came back dirty and must be turned out of the system.  Chad suggests, in discussion with Todd, moving forward that we turn it out but continue to monitor it through the fall season.  If its output is not great, then we can forget it, but if it has a large output then we can repair it.  Russ called Dan Hawley and will put in the application for the cost to fix that.  He will advise us and add it into the USDA application.  Russ complained to Governor Cox and got a response from the State Engineer about the state-required sampling cost.  Russ asked if we could do weekly sampling rather than daily and save some money.  The state person said this is not a possibility and remarked on the Black Willow Springs.  Chad says he can handle this issue.  Todd asked Russ to please allow Chad to handle the issue and that Chad was ridiculed because of the complaint.  Chad is certified and trained.  We must pay $900 per month to have Chad, or someone certified and trained, do the sampling.  Thus, we may need to raise our water rates.  Russ complained about an unfunded cost including the ballot box requirement.  Chad wants to point out the water wages and salary is lower this year than the last five years.  Clark is pointing out that Russ made ground by discussing the budget to receive state grant money.  Mont suggests we ask for leniency for the water sampling, but Todd says it won’t happen as it is a safety issue.  
Chad says the only way to reduce the water usage is to increase the rate. Therefore, we will need to address this issue. Some people use 10 times the amount water that their neighbors use.
Chad is asking if the town has interest in purchasing Stewart Vaughn’s water rights.  Russ said it won’t increase the supply by very much.  Chad says that Fool Creek supports the sale as there would be improvements for both water systems for the sale.  Michael wants some questions answered.  Stewart called Chad last night; Chad said a decision would be made tonight at town council.  Mont says it should be Stewart Vaughn’s responsibility to address the legal issues involved.  Clark thinks we should not be helping them (Fool Creek) for their benefit. Chad contacted the state and thinks the process would not be too difficult if both companies agree, but it could be complicated by any disagreeing stockholders.  Cindy suggests that if Leamington wants to purchase the water, they should meet with the Fool Creek Irrigation Company to get complete agreement.  Russ is asking if all of Stewart’s water is surface water; all that Stewart has is culinary water.  It is a minute amount of water.  Mont agrees that we need to meet with the entire board to get their input and ask if they would be willing to sell a one-acre parcel in a desirable location.  Shann Finlinson is the president of the Fool Creek Water Company and should be approached if Leamington wants to proceed.  There was a meeting between Leamington and Fool Creek a year and a half ago and Fool Creek was not happy with the upfront cost of about $40,000 to cover the cost of the study.  Russ would like to meet with Shann to discuss a desirable well location.  

The decision is not to purchase the water and land sale from Stewart Vaughn.  
The meter will be changed out on Karl Nielson’s well as Karl believes the readings are inconsistent.  Out of good faith, a new meter will be installed.
Town Hall and Park: The ballot box has been installed by Russ and the security camera by Bob Chiu.  Michael will bring a backup battery system for the booster system powering the Wi-Fi and camera. Russ will cover the breakers in the town hall with gorilla tape so they cannot be turned off so easily (as they sometimes get turned off by accident and could turn off power to the camera).  
The conflict with the town hall rental use of the Grygla family reunion and the RS dance activity has been resolved; there is no conflict and both activities can be run concurrently.  Russ tried to turn on the water at the concession stand and could not get the water.  Todd advises to use a vacuum cleaner to clean it out.  
Michael got a new request from the Rawlinson family for a wedding.  The leamingtongovern@gmail.com account is recording the dates in the calendar automatically.  Kezia Burrows is requesting to run a temporary local club.  Michael submitted a motion for July for a week to run a drama camp from 10-12 noon.  Chad seconds, motion approved.  
Russ has received two estimates to do the Maintenance and Storage Building at 90 x 25 feet.  He is waiting on a third estimate.  Bob Morris is working to receive the estimates.  
The town pasture has been mowed; Chad has overseen this. Michael is waiting on a bid from a painter and has done research on brick restoration; mixing glue with the grout can save the brick structure.  He will probably do the work himself. Russ says we need to submit the application in January to the CIB.  We must have the package project and bids in by December 15.  Russ would like the proposal and bid package by November 15.  Michael says he should be able to meet that deadline.
The tiler is working on Russ’s home and will do the baptismal font room afterwards.  The pumping of the septic tank is underway. Michael will do the monthly bacteria addition as part of his duty.  Russ is asking for a time to get together and frame and pour the area.  The clean out needs to get raised.  It needs to be raised 18 inches. Todd has some of the needed equipment. 
Kitchen Remodel:  Michael is still waiting on Kenalou and Bob to have time to discuss this.
Guard Rail:  We need to put in a single length of guard rail.  Russ will call Blue Stakes to get that underway.  
Miscellaneous: Chad has an item for discussion concerning the proposed transmission line through Leamington.  Russ is trying to connect with the lady in Fillmore concerning the issue.  Chad is opposed to the proposed route.  Michael says we were supposed to draft a letter.  Trampis, Chad, and Michael all said they would vote against the current route on the front of the Clay Hill; they want to reroute it to further north around Back Ranch behind the Gilson Range.  Mike Ferrell is also opposing the route.  We want to request that the alternate route gets taken.  Russ will draft a letter for town residents to sign and Michael will get signatures collected.		  
Chad motions we adjourn at 9:11 pm. Michael seconds, all in favor, motion passed.
