ERDA ANNEXATION POLICY PLAN

Pursuant to Utah Code Section 10-2-401.5 the City hereby adopts the following annexation policy plan.
PURPOSE.
1. Sound urban development is essential to the continued economic development of the City and         the state;
2. Municipalities are created to provide urban governmental services essential for sound urban development and for the protection of public health, safety and welfare in residential, commercial and industrial areas, and in areas undergoing development;
3. Municipal boundaries should be extended, in accordance with specific standards, to include areas where a high quality of urban governmental services is needed and can be provided for the protection of public health, safety and welfare and to avoid the inequities of double taxation and the proliferation of special service districts;
4. Areas annexed to municipalities in accordance with appropriate standards should receive the services provided by the annexing municipality as soon as possible following the annexation;
5. Areas annexed to municipalities should include all of the urbanized unincorporated areas contiguous to municipalities, securing to residents within the areas a voice in the selection of their government;
6. Decisions with respect to municipal boundaries and urban development need to be made with adequate consideration of the effect of the proposed actions on adjacent areas and on the interests of other government entities, on the need for and cost of local government services, and the ability to deliver the services under the proposed actions and on factors related to population growth for the next 20 years and density and the geography of the area.
MAP.
A map showing the expansion area is attached hereto.

REQUIREMENTS/CRITERIA.
The following requirements/criteria is hereby established for annexations  to the City.
1. The property proposed to be annexed must be contiguous to the boundaries of the City, be considered a logical extension of the City, and consistent with the intent of the General Plan.
2. The property proposed to be annexed must lie within the area projected for the City municipal expansion as identified on the map.
3. The property proposed to be annexed must not be included within the boundaries of another incorporated municipality.
4. The annexation must not create unincorporated islands or peninsulas within the boundaries of the City. To avoid creation of islands and peninsulas, unincorporated territory and publicly owned land such as roadways, schools, parks or recreational land, may be annexed as part of other logical annexations.
5. The property proposed to be annexed hereunder will not be annexed for the sole purpose of acquiring municipal revenue or for retarding the capacity of any other municipality to annex into the same or related area.
6.  The current and potential population of the property proposed to be annexed, and the current residential densities.
7. Land uses proposed, if any, in addition to those presently existing.
8. The assessed valuation of the current properties or proposed uses.
9. The potential demand for various municipal services, especially those requiring capital improvements. The City’s policy is to consider annexation only in those areas where the City has the potential to provide urban services (either directly or through interlocal cooperative agreement). 
10.  Identification of any special districts or county departments that are currently providing services. If the proposed area is receiving services that are to be assumed by the City, a statement should be included indicating that steps can be taken to assure an effective transition in the delivery of services. A timetable for extending services should be included if the City is unable to provide services immediately. If the proposed area is receiving services that are not going to be assumed by the City a statement to that effect will be included in the annexation agreement.
11. New annexations should create areas in which services can be provided efficiently. The annexation should not create geographically isolated areas, areas for which the provision of services would be costly or difficult, or an area in which surface water runoff would create multi-jurisdictional problems.
12. In order to facilitate orderly growth, the city policies identified herein will apply to every annexation proposal. However, compliance with any policy not expressly required by state law is not mandatory, and failure to comply with any policy not expressly required by state law shall in no way affect or jeopardize an annexation petition that otherwise meets the standards established in the Utah Code.
13. It is the policy of the City to require new development in annexed areas to comply with all city standards and regulatory laws. Proposed actions to be taken to overcome deficiencies should be identified and costs estimated.
14. The following is a list of potentially affected entities, to which copies of the annexation policy declaration has been supplied prior to its adoption. In addition, as annexation proposals occur, the entities affected by the proposed annexation will be notified.
(Insert list of potential affected entities)

