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Utah Health Data Committee (HDC) Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, May 17, 2022

3:00 PM:
Meeting called to order by HDC Vice-Chair, Charles Hawley.
Members attended virtually and via phone. Pursuant to the Utah Open and Public Meetings Act, an anchor location was available at the Cannon Health Building, room 125. Access information was posted on the Utah Public Notice Website.

The meeting was scheduled from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
IN ATTENDANCE:
Members Present:  Alan Ormsby, David Cook, Charles Hawley, Jim Bradshaw, Jahn Barlow, Patrice Hirning, Stephen Neeleman, Stephen Foxley, Tanji Northrup, Russel Trujillo
Members Absent: Curtis Newman, Jeffrey Eason, Terri Nehorai, Laura Summers 
Staff Present: Carl Letamendi, Brantley Scott, David Arcilesi, David Carr, Clark Ruttinger, Riley Voss, Ryan Christenson, Shyamkumar Sriram, Bri Murphy
Guests Present: Susan Longfield 
1.  Welcome
Charles Hawley, Vice-HDC Chair, called the meeting to order and facilitated introductions. 

2. Approval of March 15, 2022 Minutes
Alan Ormsby moved to adopt the 03/15/22 HDC Minutes; the motion was seconded by Patrice Hirning. The motion passed with a vote of 10-0-0.

Yeas - 10		Nays - 0 	Abstaining-0		Not Present			
Alan Ormsby							Jeffrey Eason 
David Cook							Curtis Newman
Charles Hawley						Laura Summers
Jim Bradshaw							Terri Nehorai
Jahn Barlow							
Patrice Hirning						
Stephen Neeleman	
Stephen Foley
Tanji Northrup			
Russell Trujillo	







Sub-Committee Reports

a. Transparency Advisory Group (TAG)
Alan Ormsby, TAG Chair, reported on TAG committee activity.
The committee provides high value data for providers and the public. The Clinic Quality Comparison report is coming to conclusion and the committee is reaching their goals.  Once the reports and data bytes are created, the TAG committee asks for help from the UHDC committee members in getting the reports and information to consumers and lawmakers. 

b. Data Use Sub-Committee (DUS)
Jahn Barlow, DUS Chair, reported that the sub-committee met two times since the last HDC meeting. Three new applications from the University of Utah were approved and one amendment was approved. 

c. Utah Payers Advisory Subcommittee (UPAS)
Stephen Foxley, UPAS Chair, reported about potentially updating the submission guide and bringing data variable definitions into alignment with the CDL that NAHDO uses so their data submission looks more similar in places where they use a different definition then the CDL.  

There was also a discussion about PBM and alternative payment and potential issues that might arise. This is currently out for comment from payers until July 1, 2022. The HDC committee members will review the changes and vote, then finalize changes in August.  The time period from August through March will be used to notify payers of the changes.   The DSG is adopted by rule, so any changes will need to go through the rulemaking process.

d. Utah Healthcare Facilities Subcommittee (UHFS)
Jim Bradshaw, UHFS Chair, reported on the major areas that were covered in the sub- committee’s meeting last month. Ryan Christenson will be the primary staff facilitator for future meetings.

Brantley presented the ST1 facility reports which is a set of reports that represent activity data submitted by the facilities on the inpatient, ambulatory and monthly emergency room submissions. The reports are high level tables on how many procedures are performed at each facility. These reports are posted on a public facing website.
The committee discussed the ambulatory surgery definitions. There is an ongoing conversation with the data providers as to what is an ambulatory surgical case and how 


it’s defined by code. Finding a national standard definition would be helpful as there is some ambiguity by both the state and providers about this definition.  
Lastly, the committee discussed the release of the 2021 data by OHCS.  Brantley stated the data should be available by mid-July.

New Business

3. Admin. Rule Five-Year Review, R428-13 (Action: Vote) 
Carl Letamendi, OHCS, presented the renewal and extension of Admin. Rule R428-13 for the next five years. There are no changes to the rule.
 
Stephen Neeleman motioned to approve the rule for another five years.  The motion was seconded by Patrice Hirning.  The motion passed with a vote of 10 -0-0.

Years - 10		Nays - 0 	Abstaining- 0		Not Present

Alan Ormsby							Jeffrey Eason 
David Cook							Curtis Newman
Charles Hawley						Laura Summers
Jim Bradshaw							Terri Nehorai
Jahn Barlow							
Patrice Hirning						
Stephen Neeleman	
Stephen Foley
Tanji Northrup			
Russell Trujillo

4.  Data Submission Guide Updates
Brantley Scott presented a spreadsheet showing the work that has been done on identifying substantial changes and/or clarifications in regard to the National CDL and Utah’s code definitions. The focus is on data elements that would have a big impact on data consistency and that may require coding changes. The work is being done to eliminate confusion and be in alignment with the National CDL. This is open for feedback and changes as needed, as the goal is to only make changes when there is a good reason to do so and that would result in a benefit to making the change.  Later they will look at name changes that would not affect coding.

5.  Utah Medical Education Council Updates
Clark Ruttinger, UMEC, provided an update on UMEC council activities. The UMEC has been gathering surveys since 1997 in conjunction with license data set from the state’s licensing database, maintained by DOPL. They produce analysis of the health professions in the state, projections, and demand studies and models of the primary care workforce. They will now be working directly with Carl Letamendi’s team due to legislation changes. The surveys will be integrated with the license process. They can continue research they have been doing to create a 


knowledge graph of all the data sets that describe the health workforce and are working toward building better predictive and projection models. 


6.  Presentation to Legislature 
Carl Letamendi shared what he will present to the Health and Human Services committee and asked the HDC committee if there were any other recommendations that should be included in the presentation tomorrow.

UDOH was asked to present to the Health and Human Services committee regarding recommendations to promote good prescribing practices, improve treatment compliance, and address affordability. And separately, identifying the potential role of the APCD in addressing appropriate prescription uses. In the last HDC meeting, the committee gathered a couple of action items regarding the Health Waste Calculator (HWC) to contact physicians to let them know about the report and give them individual information. This is a good opportunity to talk about the HWC, the work that has been done, and recommendations made in the report.

7.  Major Depression Disorder DataByte (Presentation)
Ryan Christenson, OHCS, presented a number of charts from the claim rate data representative of the demand for services for major depressive disorder (MDD). These charts are in review.
Charts included:
Figure 1: Monthly claim rates 2019-2021
Figure 2: Annual MDD claim rates by sex and age group
Figure 3: Annual MDD by Sex and place of service
Figure 4: Annual MDD claim rates by patient geographic classification

Suggestions were received from the Health Care Facilities committee about adding resources that are available to people and these were included in the databyte.

8.  Progress on Opioids DataByte (Discussion)
Brantley Scott, OHCS, shared some preliminary graphics.
Graphs on opioid trends shown: 
Opioid trends from 2018-2020 per 1,00 persons
ER visits for opioids from 2018-2020 per 10,000 persons
ER claims by sex
ER claims by age group

There was a lot of discussion about the subject and what you can do with a databyte as well as how to back down and present this data. 

9. Introducing David Carr, Chief Privacy & Security Officer 
Charles Hawley introduced David Carr. David will be overseeing all the entire team of information data security and privacy officers at DHHS.




10. Update: Moving HFD & APCD to the Cloud 
David Arcilesi, IT manager for DTS, reported on moving to AWS Amazon Cloud. DTS provides the IT support services for all the executive branch agencies for the state government. The state has decided to move any and all servers from the Taylorsville center to the AWS Amazon Cloud. It will save the state money in the long term and provide more security. There will be some changes such as using a SQL tool but the access will be very similar. The data product for end users should be the same. It will be a 3-phase project; first moving all the database servers; second improving and optimizing processing time; and third any further enhancements.  

Much savings in cost will be realized. Currently we are using SQL server and the licenses for each server is in the tens of thousands of dollars. By moving to the Cloud, Amazon by default has security logging on who accesses a database and what data was accessed. This is much more economical then what we would be able to do currently. There are other tightened security aspects of the cloud as well.   

11. NAHDO Updates 
Charles Hawley, NAHDO, provided updates from NAHDO. NAHDO had a meeting of APCDs to strategize on outreach to congressional delegations with the intention of receiving funding. It is an on-going effort to advocate for funding.

There are discussions with the ASPE and AHRQ agencies within health services for a potential national APCD. Getting into the actual model of how this will work and having state input will be important.  There may be an opportunity to create some revenue for the states. HCUP collects all the data. DHHS is seeking significant funding for development around this and we are hopeful that the states will continue to be engaged in the process and some benefits will come back to Utah.  

Comments were made regarding the importance that the data be generated at the state level, because healthcare is regulated at the state level. Creating standards on how the states analyze data and share code to do the exact same type of analysis will be necessary. 
	
12.  Public Comment
No public comment.

13.  Adjourn
	
	


Patrice Hirning motioned to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was unanimous.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:53 PM

Next Meeting:  Tuesday, July 19, 2022 (Virtual)
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