June 21, 2022
Corinne City Council
Regular Session

Mayor Shane Baton called the meeting to order. Present were Mayor Shane Baton, Council Members Curtis Hansen, Ann Whitaker, Kelly Donovan, Karen Caldwell, Irene Jensen and Recorder Kendra Norman.

Kelly D. led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Baton called for a moment of silence. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
Mayor Baton declared the first public hearing open at 7:10pm. 

The purpose of the public hearing is to get feedback to the proposed water overage rate increase. The proposed rates are a draft and can be changed, however the entire state is in a drought and conservation needs to be encouraged. 
Wade Layton stated he can see what the Council is trying to do but it needs to be fair. It feels like those that don’t have the privileged of secondary water are being penalized. It is their only choice for outside watering. The proposed rates are extreme and don’t make sense.

Brian Wilding asked if the rate increase was just for summer? His bill is already around $200 and this increase will put him close to $700. Other cities offer incentives to residents to change out their grass, is Corinne looking into something like that? Someway to compensate people for the expense. Mayor Baton stated the idea has been discussed but nothing has been pursued. We need to be careful comparing our city to other cities, our dynamic is different than others.

Larry Tillman asked why secondary water done 10 years ago? This issue keeps getting passed from one Council to the next. It takes him around 40,000 gallons to water per month all summer. Is this Council going to be proactive? The Council would have more support if they listened. There was discussion regarding the process of getting pressurized irrigation on the city’s limited budget. Larry T. had several concerns for his property and grievances with the Council. Karen C. stated he brought up good points and the Council is working on some of his concerns. Larry T. asked the Council to be more proactive and put stuff on paper.

Amy Bond asked if the rate increase was to deter the amount of water being used and encourage conservation? The money collected will be used for what? Mayor Baton stated to fund water projects including secondary water. An increase is understandable but it needs to be at a lower percentage. The proposed increase is excessive. More information is better. 

Mayor Baton clarified that the rate increase will affect everyone with culinary water both residential and commercial. Everyone who has a culinary water tap will have the same rates. 

Roger Holcomb provided rates from several different cities around the state including St. George and stated, every city is lower than Corinne with their culinary water rates, the more water you use the lower the rate goes. The proposed rates are ridiculous, we are getting hit on every side and those on a fixed income cannot afford to live. The history of water rates and what happened to the subdivision secondary water shares was discussed. Moratoriums were discussed and the cost of enacting them. Mayor Baton stated we can’t control the drought but we can curb overuse. 

Tom Little stated he has lived in the subdivision for many years. Tom L. suggested adding another tier as it is not possible to stay under the 15,000 to water your garden and lawn. Maybe keep the overage lower until you reach 50,000 gallons, because then it becomes excessive. 

Todd Flint recently moved here and if he would have known the cost, he would have designed his property different. He suggested drastically increasing tap fees that will curb growth and protect the resource. Mayor Baton stated that you have to show justification for impact fees which are set by a study performed by engineers. We are in the process of updating the impact fees. 

Rick Wymore with Nutrisol they want to build on but with the rate increase they may need to move somewhere else. They use water for their production and encouraged the Council to consider a commercial rate instead of putting everyone on the residential rate. 

Brian Wilding asked when the new rates would be implemented? Mayor Baton stated the Council will need to reevaluate the rates and schedule another public hearing. 

Kristen Creamer asked if residents can collect rain water? The city does not have any rules against it but the state only allows 55,000 gallons of rain water. 

Tom Little suggested putting in a contingency for drought conditions to help make these adjustments.

Dustin Hegstead asked how much water the parks use? Mayor Baton stated that the parks only use secondary water. 

Mayor Baton declared the first public hearing closed at 7:55pm. 

Mayor Baton declared the second public hearing open at 7:55pm.

This public hearing is being held to receive public input regarding the fiscal year 2022 budget adjustments. This is the current year budget that ends June 30th. 

There was no public comment regarding the budget adjustments.

Mayor Baton declared the second public hearing closed at 7:57pm.

Mayor Baton declared the third public hearing open at 7:57pm. 

This public hearing is being held to receive public comment regarding the fiscal year 2023 budget. This is the new budget year starting July 1, 2022.

There was no public comment regarding the new fiscal year 2023 budget. 

Mayor Baton declared the third public hearing closed at 7:58 pm.


Mayor Baton declared the fourth public hearing open at 7:58 pm. 

This public hearing is being held to receive public input on what projects the city should pursue and how to fund it. The public hearing is a requirement to apply for CIB funding to help fund a project. 
Mayor Baton stated one of the projects the city is considering pursuing is having our Master Plan for water and sewer engineered, depending on the funding sources we find to help with the cost. 

There was no public comment regarding the CIB grant or project suggestions. 

Mayor Baton declared the public hearing closed at 8:00 pm. 

APPOINTMENTS:
	A. Owen Brinkerhoff approached the Council to request a 1-acre parcel be split off on his property zoned residential. His son would like to build a home on the 1-acre lot. Planning Commission approved the parcel at their meeting in May. The Council reviewed the proposed 1-acre parcel.
Karen C. motioned to approve the 1-acre parcel as presented. Ann W. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Curtis H. for, Ann W. for, Kelly D. for, Karen C. for and Irene J. for. 

	B. Fire Department Award – Fire Chief Clint Norman, presented Assistant Fire Chief Von Sorenson with the Life Saving Medal for performing CPR on an infant at funeral and saving her life. Some of the infant’s family were present and thanked Von S. for his quick response and lifesaving efforts on their daughter and granddaughter’s behalf. 

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT:
Mayor Baton reported that a building permit was approved for Standard Wellness, located in the Ag Park, for their main facility. Paul Bown had several questions for the Commission regarding a residential home he plans to build on his property located in the Residential zone. 

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:
Ann W. motioned to approve the minutes of June 7th as written. Curtis H. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Curtis H. for, Ann W. for, Kelly D. for, Karen C. for and Irene J. for. 

MAYOR/COUNCIL BUSINESS:
	A. Budget Adjustments – Fiscal Year 2022 – The Council had no concerns regarding the proposed changes to the current budget. 
Kelly D. motioned to approve the budget adjustments to the current budget as presented. Karen C. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Curtis H. for, Ann W. for, Kelly D. for, Karen C. for and Irene J. for. 

	B. Water Overage Rates – Mayor Baton stated the large response to the overage rate increase and their suggestions should be looked at by the Council and the rates revised. Whether that is a minimal increase, more tiers or help with changing landscaping for more drought tolerant yards, other options should be considered. The Council will bring back their suggestions for the next meeting. 

	C. 4th of July – Mayor Baton asked who on the Council plan to be there to help? Set up will start at 6:30am. 


RESOLUTIONS/ORDINANCES:
	A. Resolution 22-02 – Adopting the new 2023 Budget – Karen C. stated the fire department has not had a wage increase in 5 years and she prosed a $1 an hour wage increase. The Council debated the increase and settled on a 3% increase. The budget also includes a rate increase for irrigation. 
Ann W. motioned to approve Resolution 22-02 adopting the fiscal year 2023 budget with the amendment of increase the fire department wage 3% for calls inside city limits. Kelly D. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Curtis H. for, Ann W. for, Kelly D. for, Karen C. for and Irene J. for. 

	B. Ordinance Suspending New Water Connections – Mayor Baton stated that this is a draft ordinance is from the attorney for the Council to review.  Curtis H. asked why we would adopt another ordinance if we don’t follow our current ordinances? He specifically listed 8-1-3. Mayor Baton read the section of code and it was discussed. Mayor Baton asked the Council to review the ordinance and the code for the next meeting. The code may need to be amended. This item will be added to the next agenda.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Tim Edwards suggested increasing the impact fees. Mayor Baton stated this will be included in the general plan update that has just started. Tim E. stated there are no speed limit or stop signs on 2250 N (Arizona)

Jamie Havens suggested instead of increasing rates on the water maybe limiting the outside use to only certain days. Mayor Baton stated the Council has the ability to enact stricter outside watering rules but have not done so yet. That option will be one they consider and discuss at the next meeting. 

Darius Penland stated the city has so many stop signs and 90% of cars don’t stop at them, which is frustrating, it needs to be looked at and addressed. The Masons are parking in the street and making it hard to see stop signs and kids. The easement behind his home has been piped and he would like to move his fence to his property line.  The request should be on the next agenda as an appointment for the Council to discuss. Darius P. is concerned about the semi-trucks parking along the highway. 

Rick Wymore from Nutrisol asked what do we do? No one wants to see the city go dry but do we put more investment into a facility that will roll over because of fee increases? Rick W. stated commercial sewage rates are connected to the water usage, which is also a concern.  

NEW BUSINESS/REPORTS:
Curtis H. stated the railroad will let us fix the potholes but we need a date and time so they can okay it. 
 It has been 45 days since he put the request in to have the potholes filled. Is maintenance so busy they can’t fix them? Mayor Baton stated the city workers don’t patch the holes; we are waiting on PR Paving’s schedule to fix them. There was discussion regarding who should fix the potholes. 

Ann W. reported the sewer project is waiting on engineering. 

Kelly D. stated the mural at City Hall is fading. He will get the varnish and reseal it if the city will cover the cost of the varnish. The house west of Sinclair has large weeds growing along the sidewalk. Can a reminder be sent to them to let them know they should be maintaining it? 

Art Danielson stated the state and railroad property weeds are out of control and are never maintained. Curtis H. stated they have been made aware.  

Karen C. asked if maintenance has a pressure washer? The bowery at Flack Park was so filthy and tables were covered. The bathrooms were clean but the only roll of toilet paper was set on top of the holder and there were no paper towels or hand dryers. The fundraiser turned out great but if it was a private person, they would not have a pressure washer to clean. Mayor Baton will check with maintenance and follow up on her concerns. Karen C. thanked the business owners and told them that she hears their concerns, businesses mean a lot to our community. 

Irene J. asked if more wood chips have been ordered? Mayor Baton will walk over and look after the meeting. Saturday, she got a complaint about someone taking irrigation out of turn because he is unable to use it during his time. She told them to work with their neighbors and work it out. 

APPROVAL OF CHECKS:

ADJOURNMENT:
Curtis H. motioned to adjourn the meeting. Kelly D. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Curtis H. for, Ann W. for, Kelly D. for, Karen C. for and Irene J. for. 

I certify these minutes to be true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 


Kendra Norman



_______________________________________________		________________________
Mayor Shane Baton							Date
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