Emery County Public Lands Meeting
December 3, 2013
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

Present:  
PLC:  Rod Player, Jon Gilbert, Mistie Christiansen
PLC Staff: Ray Petersen, Tammy Tucker

Public:  Garrick Hall, Brayden Huntsman, Matt Blocker, Don Kranendonk, Josh Winkler, Mike McCandless, Laurel Nielsen, Bryan Torgerson, Ken Theis, Commissioner Horrocks, Commissioner Nelson, Randy Johnson, Paula Wellnitz, Jonathan Hunt, Bill Broadbear
Excused:  Ed Geary, Marc Stilson, Sherrel Ward
1. Welcome:  Rod welcomed everyone and opened meeting.  
2.  Approval of Minutes:  Mistie Christiansen made motion to accept the November 5, 2013 PLC Meeting Minutes as recorded, seconded by Jon Gilbert, motion carried.  
3.  Chairman Comments:  Rod excused Ed.
4.  County Commission Report on Land Use Bill:  Commissioner Horrocks stated that they continue to work with Bishop’s Office.  Bishop has a letter out asking for input.  Ray also mentioned that both Bishop’s and Chaffetz’s Office issued a report, which he forwarded on to the Lands Council and Commission, reporting on what they have been up to as far as invitation to other stakeholders and agencies.  It basically documented what had taken place, was very general and not a lot of information that we are not aware of and we continue to wait to see how the other counties move forward in the process.  Status quo is where Emery County is and we wait to see which county catches up with us and maybe create some legislation after the first of the year.  The report is available on Bishop’s website if anyone would like to read it.
5.  Consideration and Approval of 2014 Meeting Schedule:  Jon Gilbert made motion to accept the 2014 Meeting Dates Schedule as proposed, seconded by Mistie Christiansen, motion carried.
6.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM):  Don reported that they have a contractor working on the mine closures on the swell until today due to the weather and hopefully will start up again in January.  The range specialists feel that winter grazing will be about 90%.  There are some sections between the Swinging Bridge and I-70 that will be a little lower.  The Recreation Department installed a restroom at the Equestrian Campground and still have some landscaping to do and will wait for settling to occur and will then pour a concrete apron up to it.  There was a map put out with DNR and Emery County which had some mistakes and they are printing out a supplement to that map that will show the corrections.  They will also be contributing towards a brochure in conjunction with Carbon & Emery County Travel Bureaus.  
Division of Water Rights (DWRi):  None
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  None
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR):  None
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School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA):  Bryan reported that they are finalizing the land exchange with DWR.  They have also been engaged with Congressman Bishop in his exchange proposals and SITLA’s concerns is making sure the trade outs in the environmental areas that are sensitive for various reasons that there is something they can trade it into.  They are also finalizing the sale of 80 acres in the Green River Industrial Park which will help the oil refinery being proposed.  They are looking at selling some property in their May auction, which is near Lawrence of approximately 20 acres.  
Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF):  Bill reported that Christmas tree sales have been good and as of now there are 150 left in their office in Ferron and 110 left in Price.  
They have had preliminary discussions with their Forest Supervisor, Allan Rowley, and what they are anticipating for the next camping season in the lower part of Huntington Canyon. Below the Forks of Huntington is that any campground will be open for camping and above there, which is in the Seely Fire area, is still going to be regulated for day use only in designated parking areas.  They will update the Forest Service closure order to reflect that change.  
Ray reported that Forest Service is burning slash piles in Reeder Canyon so you will see some smoke.
Utah Grazing Improvement Program (GIP):  None  
Utah State Parks & Recreation:  Jon reported they have their Ice Fishing Tournament planned at the end of December up at Scofield on December 28th.  The first 200 people to sign up are in as it is limited to 200 and the fee is $15.  Their snowcat is ready to go and will start grooming trails as soon as they have two feet of base.  In regards to the Goblin Valley incident they have done their investigation and have turned it over to the Emery County attorney and are waiting to see where it ends up.  
Washington Delegation Staff:  Commissioner Nelson stated he received a phone call from them asking to be excused due to the weather conditions.
7.  Additional Issues from Council Members:  Ray reported that he and Commissioner Nelson attended the Sage Grouse Meeting in Richfield and it was good.  They met with State Director, Juan Palma, and Forest Manager, Allen Rowley from both Manti and Fish Lake and had good discussion.  There is open comment still on the BLM’s Sage Grouse proposed plan.  There are two alternatives that Emery County is interested in mostly and they are alternatives D and E.  Alternative D is preferred by the BLM and Alternative E is preferred the State of Utah’s Plan and Emery County’s position is going to be BLM’s strategy which is to marry the two and take the best ideas from both alternatives and implement them and make the best plan.  Don stated that there is a public meeting on December 5th at 5:30pm at the fairgrounds in Price.  Comment deadline is January 31, 2014.
Ray discussed the deferred lease parcels that were in the news.  The Commissioners were informed two business days before the sale that most of those would be deferred and it became an issue between the counties, and the State and Federal government about what was going on.  They asked Director Palma if these parcels were going to be offered or not and he assured us that they were deferred and not withdrawn.  
Ray reported on recreational activity in Straight Canyon and Cottonwood Canyon and along the haul road (Hwy 57) up to Wilberg Mine - the bouldering activity, climbing, and associated 
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camping.  It is not a new issue but the activity is increasing every year and Emery County has been concerned about the potential impacts associated with these activities in conversations with both BLM and Forest Service for a couple of years.  Most of the climbing up Straight Canyon is on Forest Service and up Cottonwood is BLM with most of the camping taking place on BLM.  The Commissioners, Ray, Mike, BLM and FS met with some user groups including the Wasatch Climbing Alliance and another national climbing group at their request.  Future management in the area was the topic - what are we going to do, what are the alternatives, what needs to be done, and at the end of the meeting there was a request that in our land use bill consideration be given to this area and could there be a designation that would help in the management of this area?  We committed to bring it to the Public Lands Council because this council did the land use plan.  Ray made the suggestion, which was discussed earlier in their Trails Meeting, that the Lands Council request a recommendation from the Trails Committee.  
Both BLM and FS are monitoring the activity and the user groups are helping as well in hopes of coming up with a plan.  Mistie Christiansen made motion that the trails committee return with a proposal for a designation for the Joes Valley Climbing Resource Area and asks for consideration for those sites on private land and some sites are in current BLM oil and gas leases.  Jon Gilbert seconded the motion, motion carried.
Mistie stated that the Price River Watershed Plan is being developed and there is a meeting tomorrow to review the draft of that plan.  It is at 1:30pm at the DNR building in Price if anyone is interested.

8.  Concerned Citizens:  None
9.  Adjourn:  Rod Player made motion to adjourn, seconded by Jon Gilbert, meeting adjourned.
1-7-14:  12-3-2013 Minutes approved with corrections.

