
DIXIE TRANSPORTATION EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (DTEC) 
MINUTES 

October 21, 2009 
 
 
PRESENT 
Suzanne Allen, Chair, St. George City, Council Member  
Roger Bundy, Washington City, Council Member 
Jerry Amundsen, Santa Clara City, Council Member 
Nathan Lee, UDOT, Region 4 Director 
Jerry Blair, Ivins City, Council Member 
Jerry Lewis, UDOT, Commissioner 
Dan McArthur, St. George City, Mayor 
Lowell Elmer, Dixie MPO, Director 
Dave Demas, St. George City, City Engineer 
Cameron Cutler, DTAC Member 
Miriam Palma, St. George City, Secretary 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Suzanne Allen welcomed those present to an “electronic meeting” of the Dixie Transportation 
Executive Council.  She called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.  Lowell Elmer explained that 
this meeting was advertised as an electronic meeting which, by Utah Open Meeting Laws, 
allows for Council Members and the public to attend by teleconference.   
 
Chairman Allen announced the first item of business; to approve the September 16, 2009 
minutes of a regular DTEC Meeting and minutes from a special meeting held September 24, 
2009. 
 
MINUTES 
Motion: Jerry Blair made a motion to accept the September 16, 2009 meeting minutes as  
  written.   
Second: Jerry Amundsen seconded. 
Vote:   All voted “aye” and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Motion: Roger Bundy made a motion to accept the September 24, special meeting  
  minutes as written. 
Second: Jerry Amundsen seconded. 
Vote:  All voted “aye” and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
Prior to discussing the action items, Lowell Elmer explained that four items were discussed and 
voted on at the September 24, special meeting. However, two of the items were omitted from 
the meeting advertisement, resulting in the need to vote on them again.  The two items are: 
Modification of the 2007-2030 Transportation Plan and Acceptance of the Southern Parkway III 
Study.  He stated that previous actions taken on these items are negated. 
 
MODIFICATION OF 2007-2030 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) 
For the benefit of anyone joining the meeting by electronic means, Lowell read aloud a 
description of this item. 
   



“After completion of a 30-day public comment period which ended September 19, 2009, and 
receiving no public comments, it is proposed by MPO staff and recommended by DTAC, at their 
October 7, 2009 meeting, that the following four projects be added to the 2nd Phase of the RTP 
and submitted to DTEC for approval at their October 21, 2009 meeting.” 
 
1. Washington Fields Road Extension to access the Replacement Airport ($17.6 million). 
2. Washington Dam Road Extension to access the Southern Parkway ($5.7 million). 
3. Capacity Improvements to 200 East in Ivins, from old Highway 91 to Center Street ($2.3 

million). 
4. 400 South Trail and I-15 Underpass in St. George, from Dixie State College to the 

Health Science Building ($1 million). 
 
This action will add $26.6 million to Phase I of the RTP, bringing the estimated total cost to 
$323,299,190.  This amount is $20,229,190 over the approved ceiling for Phase I, but is within 
the 10% contingency allowed. 
 
Motion: Roger Bundy made a motion to amend the 2007-2030 Regional Transportation 

Plan by adding the four projects sited above. 
Second: Jerry Amundsen seconded. 
Vote:  All voted “aye” and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Southern Parkway, III Study 
Lowell reminded the group that Lee Cabell, Horrocks Engineering, had presented the final study 
at the September 16, 2009 meeting and requested that it be approved and presented to the 
Washington and St. George City Councils.  Roger Bundy noted that Washington City Council 
had already voted to accept the study and wondered if this vote would negate that vote.  It was 
decided it would not.   
 
Motion: Jerry Blair made a motion to approve the Southern Parkway, III, Study and send  
  it to the Washington and St. George City Councils for approval.  
Second: Roger Bundy seconded. 
Vote:  All voted “aye” and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Potential Land Development Issues 
No potential land development issues were identified. 
 
BRT Study Update 
Lowell updated the group on this study by noting that the Z3 cities along SR-9 have been able 
to raise $25,000 for match money to include a study of the route from Hurricane City to Zion 
Park in the MPO BRT Study. 
 
Zero Fatalities Video 
Lowell reported that at the 3rd Annual UDOT Summit, an excellent video on Zero Fatalities was 
shown.  It has generated interested from traffic and transportation planning organization across 
the United State.  He indicated he would bring it to the November 18, DTEC meeting.  
 
Robert Dowell told the group that Lowell received the Leadership in Statewide Safety award at 
the Summit.  Chairman Allen remarked that it is nice to see the rest of the state appreciates 
Lowell as much as we do.  She asked Lowell come to the St. George City Council on November 
5 and be recognized. 
 



 
UDOT/FHWA  
Nathan Lee introduced Robert Dowell, Head of UDOT Operation and Traffic in Southern Utah, 
and asked him to give an overview of how UDOT handles signing on the interstates and major 
corridors.   
 
Robert told the group that UDOT follows a combination of MUTCD, AASHTO and their own 
regulations in placing signing on interstates and major corridors.  He explained that there are 
three different kinds of signs:  Guide, Recreational and Cultural Interest, and Supplemental 
Signs.  Guide and Recreational signs are installed by UDOT.  The size, placement, etc. of 
Supplemental signs is regulated by UDOT, but they are a commercial enterprise installed by a 
private company.   
 
At this point Mayor McArthur joined the meeting. 
 
Robert explained some of the guidelines UDOT must follow in placing Interchange signs.  He 
noted that requests for Recreational and Cultural signs are exceeding the space available and 
that UDOT needs input from the MPO to prioritize requests.  
 
He proposed that a presentation be made to the DTAC.  UDOT would like to get their input as to 
regional priorities.  Lowell asked if the DTEC members would approve DTAC to work with 
UDOT.  Those present approved. 
 
MPO UPDATE 
Lowell Elmer announced that he would be retiring June 30, 2010.  He said he would be working 
with Ken Sizemore to fill his position.  
 
NEXT MEETING 
Lowell Elmer will bring the Zero Fatalities presentation.  Robert Dowell noted that the 
presentation can also be viewed on the UDOT website.  It is a 15-minute presentation.   
 
The next meeting will be November 18, 2009. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m.  
 


