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Description automatically generated]Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes
Thursday May 19, 2022
9:00 a.m.
675 E 500 S, SLC, Utah 84102

	

Board Attending Live						Virtual
Chairman Don Foot						Bryan Harris
Dave Donegan	
Tiffany James	Excused
Mike Mower 	Rick Woodbury
Warren Peterson

Staff & Public Attending Live					Virtual
Michelle McConkie, Director  				Aaron Langston, Deputy Assistant	
Scott Ruppe, Deputy Director						Director, Real Estate – St. George
Wes Adams, Assistant Director, Oil & Gas 			Kyle Pasley, Assistant Director, Real Estate
Mark Burns, Legal Counsel, Board of Trustees 		Chanse Rinderknecht, Lease Manager, Oil &
Keli Beard, Legal Counsel						Gas – Vernal 			
Rachel Boyack, Lease Manager, Oil & Gas			
Andy Bedingfield, Resource Specialist, Mining		
Tim Donaldson, Land Trusts Protection & Advocacy						
Chris Fausett, Assistant Director, Surface	
Geoffrey Heath, EOG Hearing Examiner		
Troy Herold, Assistant Director, Renewables
Mike Johnson, Chief Legal Counsel
Chris LeCates, Legal Counsel, EOG
Lisa Jones, Executive Assistant to the Board of Trustees
Marla Kennedy, Communications Director
Chelsea Meacham, Administrative Support
Paula Plant, State Board of Education
Chris Shiraldi, Legal Counsel
Kate Staley, GIS Manager
Jessie Stuart, Land Trusts Protection & Advocacy
Dorothy Taylor
Vince Wayodi, IT Support
(Attending live, cont.)
Alexa Wilson, Lands Coordinator
Tyler Wiseman, Resource Specialist, Mining

At 9:03 a.m., Chairman Foot welcomed the Board and public to the meeting expressing his gratitude for being in-person for the first time in 26 months.

Ms. Kennedy presented SITLA Funds in the Schools featuring a new program that permits people to click on a screen and determine how much SITLA money was given to a particular school. She thanked Ms. Staley and invited her to present the map which can be found at https://trustlands.utah.gov/our-agency/in-the-classroom/from-sitla-to-your-school/. She thanked Nic Wilcox for his work on the project. Chairman Foot was able to locate his granddaughter’s school. Director McConkie asked that Farmington High School be found, Ms. Kennedy pointed out Delta High School and Mr. Peterson zoomed in on West Desert High School. 

Chairman Foot requested that the minutes of April 21, 2022 be amended to correct the spelling of Millar(d) county. Mr. Peterson then moved that the minutes be approved. Ms. James seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in the affirmative with Mr. Mower, Mr. Woodbury, and Mr. Donegan excused.
Approve			Disapprove			Excused
Chairman Don Foot						Vice-Chairman Rick Woodbury
Bryan Harris							Dave Donegan
Tiffany James							Mike Mower
Warren Peterson

Mr. Peterson remarked during the Public Comments section of the meeting that he was grateful for, and impressed by, the board’s tour to Delta last month.

Mr. Heath provided an overview of the status of the EOG v SITLA Adjudication. He noted that there were two major disputes remaining to be resolved. Mr. Johnson and Mr. LeCates spoke to the issues.

Director McConkie introduced herself and thanked the Board, the Commission, the Economic Development officer, and staff for joining the meeting. She announced that the Administrative Assistant in the St. George office would be leaving her position in May. She also informed the Board that the agency is working to redesign the SITLA website.

Mr. Donaldson provided an advocate report. He noted that the FY22 distribution was $100M+ and that the FY23 distribution will be more than $100M for the nearly 1,000 public schools in the state. He noted that the trust is funded sufficient to maintain the current average of $100K per school in perpetuity. He thanked the Board and staff for their work and noted that their labors are paying off in a tangible way.

Mr. Peterson asked that the Board recognize Mr. Manis.

Mr. Wiseman presented an OBA amendment to the Sage Plain Potash project (ML-53646). His slides can be viewed at https://www.utah.gov/pmn/files/839751.pdf. Mr. Foot and Mr. Donegan spoke to the issues. Mr. Donegan moved that the Board approve the proposed OBA. Ms. James seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in the affirmative.

(Sage Plain Potash project approval, continued)

Approve			Disapprove			Excused
Chairman Foot							
Vice-Chairman Rick Woodbury
Dave Donegan
Bryan Harris
Tiffany James
Mike Mower
Warren Peterson

Mr. Pasley presented a major development transaction – joint venture – in Tooele County. Mr. Donegan and Mr. Woodbury spoke to the issues. Mr. Woodbury moved that the staff enter into negotiations. Mr. Peterson seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in the affirmative. 

Approve			Disapprove			Excused
Chairman Foot							
Vice-Chairman Rick Woodbury
Dave Donegan
Bryan Harris
Tiffany James
Mike Mower
Warren Peterson

Mr. Pasley presented a major development transaction – proposed sale/lease – in Kane County. Mr. Donegan, Mr. Woodbury, and Mr. Peterson spoke to the issues. Mr. Harris moved that the staff enter into negotiations. Mr. Woodbury seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in the affirmative. 

Approve			Disapprove			Excused
Chairman Foot							
Vice-Chairman Rick Woodbury
Dave Donegan
Bryan Harris
Tiffany James
Mike Mower
Warren Peterson

Mr. Pasley presented notification of a minor development transaction – sale of parcel – in Carbon County.

At 11:00 a.m., Mr. Peterson moved that the Board move into a closed executive session pursuant to Utah Code §52-4-205(1)(d): a closed meeting held for the following purpose: a strategy session to discuss the purchase, exchange, or lease of real property, including any form of a water right or water shares, because public discussion of the transaction would: (i) Disclose the appraisal or estimated value of the property under consideration; or (ii) Prevent the public body from completing the transaction on the best possible terms regarding the IPP Block in Millard County. Ms. James seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in the affirmative.

Approve			Disapprove			Excused
Chairman Foot							
Vice-Chairman Rick Woodbury
Dave Donegan
Bryan Harris
Tiffany James
Mike Mower
Warren Peterson

At 12:22 p.m., Mr. Peterson moved that the Board return to an open session. Mr. Woodbury seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in the affirmative.

Approve			Disapprove			Excused
Chairman Foot							
Vice-Chairman Rick Woodbury
Dave Donegan
Bryan Harris
Tiffany James
Mike Mower
Warren Peterson

At 12:23 p.m., Mr. Mower moved to adjourn. Mr. Peterson seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in the affirmative.
Approve			Disapprove			Excused
Chairman Foot							
Vice-Chairman Rick Woodbury
Dave Donegan
Bryan Harris
Tiffany James
Mike Mower
Warren Peterson


									Respectfully submitted,
										Lisa S. Jones
										May 19, 2022
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