[bookmark: _Hlk90997259]Loa Town & Waterworks
80 West Center ~ P.O. Box 183 ~ Loa, UT  84747
Phone 435.836.2160 ~ Fax 435.836.2266
Mayor – Cody Grundy, Town Clerk – Michelle Brian



Loa Town & Waterworks Council Meeting                                              May 12, 2022

[bookmark: _Hlk29388682]Mayor Grundy opens the meeting. Town board members present: Ryan Rees is present, Chris Olsen is present, Bart Brian is present, Don Bone is present, Matt Morgan is present, and Michelle Brian is present. 

Visitors: Jeremy Simmons, Dane Leavitt, George Chappell via phone, Travis & Tammy Pace, Bicknell town council member Weston Johnson, Bicknell mayor Norene Johnson, Lyman mayor Burke Torgerson, Fremont Irrigation President Brian Peterson and Secretary Kyle Torgerson. 

Arsenic results for April: well #2 is .88, well #3 is .86 and blend is .86 

Matt talked about problem at the Maxfield home line that Jackson’s faced. They were able to get it fixed but it was a mystery of how it was tied into the system. The Maxfield’s were offered a room for the days that the water might be off, but he said he was leaving for the weekend so he wouldn’t need one. They did the tie on 100 E. from Rob’s to Terry’s. They are moving along with all the tie ins. The park has the water turned in and everything ready for the Saturday cleanup day. Matt said there is a grill at the firehouse and the one at the park too. They can use a roaster to keep the burgers and stuff warm. They would start at 10 am and stop for lunch and then go back if it wasn’t all done. They would have equipment ready to go and hopefully the turnout was good. The mayor said he could bring a loader and dump truck too. Matt asked the county for some bigger garbage cans too. Ryan could only be there until about noon and Bart said he probably wouldn’t be able to be there. Everyone else was planning on it. It would become an annual event so that everyone could help keep the cemetery nice. 

Business Items:

Mayor Grundy asks for motion to approve April minutes. Don motions to accept the April minutes. Chris seconds the minutes for April. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. 

Mayor Grundy asks for a motion to approve the accounts payable May. Bart motions to approve the accounts payable for May, Chris seconds the motion. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. 

Bank recs., standard financial reports, deposits, and delinquent water list are all approved by signature of all town board members. Michelle also has them make sure all the checks written match the reconciliation’s as well.

Jeremy Simmons would like a water meter on his property where the old cheese factory in Loa used to be. His son works on vehicles there. There was a meter there years ago, so the board is fine with the new meter being installed. The mayor asks for motion to approve the new meter installation for Jeremy Simmons. Bart motions to approve the new meter installation for Jeremy Simmons. Don seconds the motion to approve the meter installation for Jeremy Simmons. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. He will come next week and pay Michelle and talk to Matt about scheduling the installation. 

The fence blew down at the cemetery when they had some bad winds, the slats that they had installed were too heavy for the fence and the heavy winds just knocked it all over. Travis and Tammy came to see what the town was going to do about it. It wasn’t on the agenda to discuss because it just happened, but they had already been talking to Layne Jones about giving them a bid to fix it. The slats had been installed last year at Travis’s request because he didn’t like the flowers and stuff blowing into his field. He thought the slats would keep things from blowing through the chain link holes. He also didn’t like the dirt that was piled up and Matt burning out there because it would blow over to his field too. They had been kind enough to work with him and put the slats in, but they proved to be too heavy for the fence and it blew over. When they get a bid back from Layne, they will make some decisions on the fence but for now they have nothing to discuss. Travis said to let him know and he would try to help if he could. 

The board received no bids for the roof. They may have to try it again or just get someone to do it before fall. 

Dane came to discuss engineering services for the Dry Valley water rights owners. He had received the bid from Sunrise Engineering and although it was helpful, he felt it wasn’t quite what they needed for the study. He proceeds to read the following: Dry Valley is located between one and two miles west and northwest of Loa. Within Dry Valley, arise water sources that historically combine to constitute Road Creek, a tributary of Spring Creek, a tributary of Fremont River, a tributary of the Dirty Devil, a tributary of the Colorado River. These sources are south spring, east spring, west spring, and the north fork of Road Creek arising in Riley Canyon. Beginning in the 1940s, various wells have been drilled in Dry Valley. Those with water rights within Dry Valley (inclusive of surface and well rights) include the following, who are collectively referred to as the Dry Valley Water Right Owners or DVWROs: Loa Town, Leavitt Land Investment, C Double Bar Dairy, Inc., and Prall Taylor. DVWROs anticipate growing pressure for additional municipal uses due to population growth in Loa. There already exists several legal uncertainties relative to the relationship among DVWROs. In counsel together, the DVWROs have determined to seek assistance of qualified engineers to assist the DVWRO constituents to understand and optimize their individual and collective circumstance as to water rights, water distribution, and future water use. This request for proposal has been prepared to help the DVWROs decide which engineers to engage in this voluntary collective endeavor. Each DVWRO member has entered this arrangement without binding commitment, except that the costs of the engineering engagement will be allocated as follows: this is where they would all need to decide at what percent they would be paying towards the study based on the amount of interest they each own. Leavitt Land would be the biggest percent, followed by Loa Town, C Double Bar Dairy, Inc., and then Prall Taylor. Dane had thrown in some dates to measure but it was only to sort of use as a starting point. They could choose what dates they all wanted and just do it for two seasons to get the best idea of measurement. They may get into it and say they need to measure for longer then two seasons too. He thought they could get some different local engineers to give quotes on what they really needed done. The quote that the town received from Sunrise addressed things for the town rather than the group, so they probably need to have some other quotes done to address the project as a group. Dane said they can still have Sunrise do a quote, but it would be more of what they needed as a whole. 
Dane suggests doing the following things: 1. Qualifications of professional providing the requested work. 2. Provide methodology, suggested approaches, cost per hour and estimated hours to perform the following work: (a) prepare an inventory of present Dry Valley water rights, including their respective priorities. (b) Via the inventory and interviews with the DVWROs catalog the water rights issues which need to be resolved among the DVWROs. Help counsel towards wise solutions. (c) Via the inventory and interviews with the DVWROs, catalog the opportunities which should be explored which would allow more efficient use of the Dry Valley water resources owned by the DVWROs. Help counsel towards wise implementation of opportunities. (d) develop a plan to measure the source and use flows of the various water sources and users within and among the DVWROs. (e) Implement as agreed a system of measurement – with each constituent party of DVWROs responsible to bear their costs of installing the recommended measuring devices or meters as to their sources and uses. (f) Assist with the qualification for funding from the State of Utah to assist with the cost of measuring devices. (g) Instruct, guide, and confirm methodology of the DVWROs in making, recording, communicating, and analyzing the various water measurements. (h) Guide a study from October 2022 through September 2024 or (some other dates that they decide on) to identify interrelationships between the surface and well rights are surface rights depleted as well are opened. (i) Recommend water right filings, exchanges and other actions which could maximize the wise use of water resources sustainably available within Dry Valley. (j) Recommend physical system changes to the participants. (k) Assist with the needed filings and monitor the construction of needed improvements. (l) Recommend methodology and ordinances for purchase funding and conversions of irrigation uses to culinary uses as municipal needs demand. 

Dane said if they all would like he could do a rough calibration of water rights, he could go to Richfield and talk to the Division and get some idea for everyone. 

George Chappell didn’t see the need for the study and felt like it wasn’t beneficial to them. He feels very comfortable in what their water rights are for C Double Bar Dairy and what is being used. He feels like the costs outweigh the benefits from the study that they are referring to. What will they gain but doing this study? They will still have the same water rights; same wells and it won’t change that. 

Dane said that we don’t have a full sense of what is being used compared to the water rights we each have. That is what this study will do. It will help us all know what we have right to and what we should be using. He said C Double Bar Dairy has a larger well then what they have water rights to use so they may be indeed using more then they realize. It could be the same case for everyone involved. It’s about preparing everyone for the future growth and be wise stewards of the water out there. Dane said there is a benefit to knowing things as they are rather then speculating that they are all fine and using what water rights they have. Wouldn’t it be better to know so that they can all plan better for future growth? George would like to work towards a win/win situation. He knows that there will be a law in the future that requires metering also. The mayor said they are already metering their water. George said that they know how many nozzles they have on each sprinkler and how much water is coming out of each one, so it is in essence the same as being metered. He is still confident in what they are using. He wants to work towards an amicable solution, but he can’t see what the need is for the study. Dane and the town both still agree that doing this study is the best way to know what there is and what each one is using. Dane will get some work done and come back with information in the future so they can proceed. The mayor told Dane he would appreciate him ramrodding this and then getting back to them that would be great. 

Michelle told the board about the secondary meter water grant that was brought to her attention about a week ago and she had been trying to find out all that she could on who should apply for the grant. She was told that it might be Fremont Irrigation company rather than the towns that should apply. That is originally what the engineers thought both for Loa and Bicknell. So, they kind of backed off applying but Fremont Irrigation company thought that the towns should apply. Michelle called Curt from Rural Water and he wasn’t sure, but he would do some investigating. Michelle called and spoke to other towns, and no one seemed to know for sure. Michelle had some news that there were exemptions to the grant, and they thought that maybe they could just file for an exemption, but after looking at the criteria for the exemption, she wasn’t sure it was a good idea for them to go that route either. She finally the lady over the application for the division of water rights, and she said that it should be Loa Town not Fremont Irrigation that applies. The lady sent the house bill that was passed and highlighted the areas for the exemption and what the rules are. Michelle didn’t know any of this until she had already invited some members of the board from Fremont Irrigation to come and talk about the grant. She had also invited other town mayors to be present so that they could all be informed together. She still decided it was good for them to come and talk to each other and be on the same page as far as the irrigation company and the distributers (towns) were concerned. The information about the secondary meter grant was helpful for all to understand. She further explained that the lady said the ones responsible for the grant application would be the distributors of the water not the share holder company. There is a certain amount of grant money available and most of the money is probably already spoken for but applying shows that they were making every effort to get their secondary water metered. The grant money right now is a 70/30 split grant and loan but each application period the percentages would get lower for grant money. Michelle didn’t know what everyone would want to do about their own systems as far as applying, but it seemed like a good idea to have everyone meet and help spread the information. Loa was planning on just going ahead and applying because they already had Sunrise working for them and they would be able to get the application done in time. They may not get the funding, but they still decided to go for it. Bicknell felt like they had zero chance of getting the funding, so they opted to wait to apply. The other water companies didn’t have enough time to get the application ready so they probably wouldn’t apply either. Fremont Irrigation members Brian Peterson and Kyle Torgerson spoke to them all about shares and problems that they have monitoring towns use. They would hope that people would realize that in drought years that people would be more conservative, but unfortunately that is not always the case. River and Spring Creek are measured differently too so it all depends on what they have also. 1 field head 7 min gallon head is one share of Spring Creek water or 8 1/8” heads can be used instead. There are several people abusing the system and it is a problem. Fremont Irrigation appreciates the towns help in checking people and letting them know when someone is abusing the system. Each town system is different too, so Loa and Bicknell are a little easier to track but Lyman and Teasdale aren’t. The conversation was good to have between all involved and the towns and Fremont Irrigation will need to continue to work together to make things work. 

Information Items:

The board mentioned that they will need to consider the cemetery fence, rising fuel costs, cross walk pay, and part time help pay as well as raises in pay when they do the budget next month. 

Michelle told the board that the P/Z had sent out letters to Rob Smith and Brian Tomilson about noncompliance to zoning rules. They gave them 30 days to comply. In the meantime, Don and Michelle will be checking to see what legal action we can take if they don’t comply. They all think they won’t comply so it’s important that they figure out how to deal with them. 

Steve Lutz came and met with Alan to get an inventory of the firehouse. They still don’t have the agreement rewritten so Michelle told them to send that when it was done, and the board could decide how they wanted to proceed. 

No other information was discussed.

The mayor asks if anyone wants to make a motion to adjourn. Bart makes a motion that they adjourn. Don seconds it. All vote in favor. Motion carries. 

Meeting Adjourned.
