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MEMORANDUM
TO: Members, Utah State Board of Education
FROM: Martell Menlove, Ph.D.
Chief Executive Officer
DATE: January 9, 2014
ACTION: Amendment Request from Aristotle Academy
Background:

Aristotle Academy opened as a charter school in American Fork in fall 2012 and currently serves 200
students in grades K-8. The State Charter School Board has reviewed and approved the school’s request
and forwards it to the State Board of Education for consideration.

Key Points:

Aristotle Academy requests to modify its charter agreement to remove the requirement to use the lowa
Test of Basic Skills; reorganize breakout groups to be leveled and teach from 5-15 students; remove
mentor teachers; and change fiscal procedures to require principal approval of all expenditures. The
school also requests to keep an online pilot program—the Bridge Learning Program—through the 2013-
2014 school year.

The executive summary report is included and additional information submitted by the school can be
found at http://www.schools.utah.gov/charterschools/State-Charter-School-Board/2013-Board-
Meetings/December-2013.aspx

Anticipated Action:

The Law and Licensing Committee will consider approving Aristotle Academy governing board’s request
to modify its charter agreement as outlined in the amendment request. If approved by the Committee,
the Board will consider Aristotle Academy governing board’s request to update its charter agreement.

Contact: Brenda Hales, Deputy Superintendent, 801-538-7515
Marlies Burns, Director of Charter Schools, 801-538-7817

250 East 500 South P.O. Box 144200 Salt Lake City, UT 84114-4200 Voice: (801) 538-7517 Fax: (801) 538-7768



AMENDMENT

Utah State Board of Education
Charter School Board Executive Summary Report

The Utah State Charter School Board (SCSB) is charged with authorizing, monitoring, evaluating, and dismissing
charters of public schools in Utah. Its work is under the direct supervision of the Utah State Board of
Education (USBE) per Utah Code 53A-1a-501.5.

This summary report shall be completed by the SCSB and submitted to Brenda Hales, Deputy Superintendent,
Utah State Office of Education, two weeks prior to the regularly scheduled USBE meetings for approval and
inclusion in the board’s agenda materials. Only that which is in writing, and included in the agenda materials,
as ratified for recommendation by the SCSB, shall be considered by the USBE in its final approval process.
Attachments, by way of clarification, or elaboration, may be included.

1. Charter School Aristotle Academy

2. Website www.Aristotleacademyk8.org
Board Chair: Michael Westover Email__michaelawestover@gmail.com
School Administrator: _Kent Fuller Email__ kfuller@aristotleacademyk8.org

3. The Charter school is located in which school district? Alpine

4, Requested amendment to charter (summary — full report can be found on State Charter School Board

website at http://schools.utah.gov/charterschools/State-Charter-School-Board/2013-Board-
Meetings/December-2013.aspx ):

Remove the requirement to use the lowa Test of Basic Skills; reorganize breakout groups to be leveled
and teach from 5 — 15 students; remove Mentor teachers; and change fiscal procedures to require
principal approval of all expenditures. The school also requests to keep an online pilot program the
school calls the Bridge Learning Program through the 2013-2014 school year.

5. Charter school mission and purpose(s):

MISSION: To provide excellence in the fundamental academic skills of reading, writing and math and
the ability to reason about the world for the purpose of making good citizens.

PURPOSE: The goal of the school is to provide each student with a teaming environment that is clear,
focused, predictable, safe, challenging and structured. The school will seek to improve each student's
level of achievement each year by providing research proven methods and curriculum to its students
and teachers. Each student's progress in reading and math will be tracked and they will be provided
with challenging material to continue to improve their progress each year.



Charter school student demographics (2013-2014 data):
e 220 Students in grades K-8
e 18.2% ethnic minority, 93.6% white (NOTE: Total ethnicity reported may exceed 100%)
e 44.1% students are economically disadvantaged
e 0.0% students are learning English
o 14.7% students with disabilities (2012-2013 school year)

Alpine district student demographics (2013-2014 data)
e 16.7% ethnic minority, 95.7% white (NOTE: Total ethnicity reported may exceed 100%)
e 27.8% students are economically disadvantaged
e 2.9% students are learning English

12.0% students with disabilities (2012-2013 school year)

What is the position of the local district regarding the amendment request? Who was the contact at
the local district? (Attachment of letters, if necessary)

Rob Smith, Associate Superintendent for Alpine School District, received a complete copy of this
amendment request on December 9, 2013. No response from Alpine District has been received to
date.

Please provide a summary of the Utah State Charter School Board discussion pertaining to this
amendment request, including points it would like the Utah State Board of Education to consider when
making the decision to approve the amendment.

Aristotle Academy made a two part request. Part A pertained to changes specific to required
assessments, breakout groups and sizes, Mentor teachers, and fiscal procedures. The State Charter
School Board had no concerns regarding this part of the request. Part B of the request pertained to the
school’s “Bridge Learning Program” an online instructional component targeting home school
students. The State Charter School Board had several concerns regarding this request, including (1) the
reason for the request (i.e., mechanism for increasing enrollment/funding), (2) responsibility of the
school to provide instruction aligned with the approved purpose of the school, (3) payment to parents
(via Harmony Educational Services) for school materials and private instruction, (4) qualification of all
teachers instructing in the online setting, (5) school responsibility for teacher instruction and grading,
etc.

The State Charter School Board approved the Part B pilot program for the 25 students currently
participating in the online Bridge Learning Program during the 2013-2014 school year only. The State
Charter School Board also advised the school to be prepared to answer all outstanding questions from
this meeting by the time it is considered by the Charter Schools Committee.



Votes of the SCSB in approving the charter school application:
(Listing of charter board members’ vote)

Tim Beagley, Howard Headlee,
Dean Brockbank, Robert Enger,
Kristin Elinkowski Recommended full approval

Laura Belnap Did not recommend approval

Recommended alternate approval*

*Provide detailed explanation of alternate approval



The Utah State Charter School Board assures the accuracy of this report, supports this application, and submits
it to the Utah State Board of Education for final approval.

Signature, SCSB Chair Date

The Utah State Board of Education considered this application on

Date
This application is: ( ) Approved ( ) Not Approved, for the following reasons:
Signature, USBE Chair Date
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