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ESCALANTE CITY PLANNING AND ZONING
APRIL 12, 2022
PUBLIC HEARING - 6:00 P.M.
REGULAR MEETING – 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 N. 100 W.


Chair Pro-Temp Tara Woolsey called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said regular meeting were Chair Pro-Temp Woolsey, Commissioners Terry Olsen, Shane Meisenbach, Kristal Gurr, Marlene Stowe, Alternate Lawrence Barnes and City Recorder Stephanie Steed. Chairman Tony Peterson was excused. 

Also present were Allan Stewart, Lilly Stewart, Dan Meisenbach, Sherri Meisenbach, 
Terence Tontlewicz, Glen Wilson, Fran Wilson, Sam Spencer, Julia McKinstry-Spencer, 
Steve Angle and J.S. Butler.   
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
Commissioner Olsen moved to adopt the agenda as written. Commissioner Barnes seconded the motion. Motion carried with Commissioners Gurr, Barnes, Olsen and Meisenbach voting aye. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MINUTES OF THE MARCH 8, 2022 MEETING
Commissioner Meisenbach moved to approve the minutes of the March 8, 2022
meeting as written. Commissioner Gurr seconded the motion. Motion carried with Commissioners Gurr, Barnes, Meisenbach and Olsen voting aye.

PUBLIC HEARING
Commissioner Meisenbach moved to open the Public Hearing at 6:01 p.m. Commissioner Olsen seconded the motion. Motion carried with Commissioners Meisenbach, Olsen, Barnes and Gurr voting aye. 

Chair Pro-Temp Woolsey explained the Public Hearing.

Chair Pro-Temp Woolsey asked that anyone with questions, comments or suggestions during the Public Hearing, please identify themselves by name before they speak. 

ORDINANCE 2022-03 AMENDING ORDINANCE 10.54 SUBDIVISIONS
[bookmark: _Hlk100568471]Chair Pro-Temp Woolsey explained Ordinance 2022-03 and asked if there were any questions or comments. 

There were no questions or comments at this time. 

ORDINANCE 2022-04 AMENDING ORDINANCE 10.02.050 RV’ER DEFINITION
[bookmark: _Hlk100834504]Chair Pro-Temp Woolsey explained Ordinance 2022-04 and asked if there were any questions or comments. 

There were no questions or comments at this time. 

ORDINANCE 2022-05 AMENDING ORDINANCE 10.30.020 (C) RECREATIONAL
VEHICLE LOCATION AND USE
Chair Pro-Temp Woolsey explained Ordinance 2022-05 and asked if there were any questions or comments. 

There were no questions or comments at this time. 

ORDINANCE 2022-06 AMENDING ORDINANCE 10.02.170 FEES
Chair Pro-Temp Woolsey explained Ordinance 2022-06 and asked if there were any questions or comments. 

There were no questions or comments at this time. 

ORDINANCE 2022-07 ADOPTING FUTURE ANNEXATION POLICY PLAN MAP
Chair Pro-Temp Woolsey explained the Future Annexation Policy Plan Map and asked if there were any questions or comments at this time. 

GLEN WILSON
Mr. Wilson presented a petition for the record. Mr. Wilson said twice in the last fifteen years he has been forced or tried to be forced into annexing into the City due to the City wanting the Airport in City Limits. Mr. Wilson said he owns property on three sides of the Airport, which is no problem of his, but this is where the City decided they wanted their Airport. Mr. Wilson said he has had property condemned and taken from him, that was not needed. Mr. Wilson said the FAA said that the last property that was taken by eminent domain did not need to be. Mr. Wilson said he was ready to sign the easement that nothing would be built or put in that would interfere with the Airport. Mr. Wilson said the last thing he would like to say is my personal property has been my personal property and has not been used for anything but farming and grazing and he will fight to keep it that way. 

SAM SPENCER
Mr. Spencer said he has questions. Mr. Spencer said why could you not draw in your line of one acre instead of five thousand acres like the one you have in this plan. Mr. Spencer said why did you take in the area that you took in, what did you have to gain by doing that. Chair Pro-Temp Woolsey explained the areas we chose already receive City water. Mr. Spencer asked are you going to lose grants if you do not abide by that law? Chair Pro-Temp Woolsey said no, this is just a plan for the future. Chair Pro-Temp Woolsey said the City cannot just annex you into the City, you have to petition us to. Mr. Spencer said he understands that today, but he does not trust government if you want to know the truth. Mr. Spencer said if you have to do it by law why not go out by the graveyard and annex the rest of the Church property and leave the rest of us alone. Commissioner Olsen said this map, the way he understands, is if anyone wants to be annexed in the future and is not on this map they cannot be. Commissioner Olsen said we have to have a proposed future plan but if anyone that wants to be annexed is not on the map they cannot be annexed. Mr. Spencer said that nobody has ever contested that law because evidently if it were that way and we did not have a map, and somebody wanted to get annexed in and they were within their legal rights, but they were not on the map he bets anything they could still get annexed in whether it is on the map or not. City Recorder Steed said they cannot. Mr. Spencer said he does not believe that. Mr. Spencer said he does believe if he willingly lets the City put that map in without contesting it the way it is then what happens next? Mr. Spencer said if he has his way you can just draw his place out and do the rest of them. Mr. Spencer said he contests the map because they take a little bite today and then a big bite tomorrow. Mr. Spencer said that is the way he feels and maybe you guys do not feel that way, but he does. Mr. Spencer said he has dealt with government his whole life and does not trust government in anyway. Mr. Spencer said he feels that before we get done with the map everybody that does not want to be drawn in there has the right to protest it and be taken off the map. Mr. Spencer said that is the way he feels. 
 
JULIA SPENCER
Mrs. Spencer said she has a couple of questions. Mrs. Spencer said there has been quite a few of them talking and she agrees, that when you look at the map what is most noticeable on it is that it is most of the ranches around here. Mrs. Spencer said the problem she has with that is that there has been a lot of people trying bit by bit to take bits out. Mrs. Spencer said you are talking about people who have been here as first, second, third family settlers. Mrs. Spencer said there is a lot of history and a lot of pride, and to start chipping away at that is what it appears. Mrs. Spencer said having lived in Denver, she has seen it firsthand and knows what they do to farms and ranchers along the front range. Mrs. Spencer said she can name tiny towns eaten up today of farm and ranch land due to annexation. Mrs. Spencer said it makes a lot of people very suspicious. Mrs. Spencer said she knows it personally from living in Texas. Mrs. Spencer said she saw what it did to her neighbors. Mrs. Spencer said she would think if anyone of you sitting there has your property challenged to be condemned or annexed or whatever the correct term is she feels we would feel the same way. Mrs. Spencer said nobody wants what they have worked their whole life for to be taken bit by bit. Mrs. Spencer said the law may stand today but can change tomorrow or the next day or a year from now. Mrs. Spencer said these families have invested in this community and in their own children and grandchildren and want it passed down. 
Mrs. Spencer said she agrees she does not understand why you all picked the properties that you did. Mrs. Spencer said yes, they receive City water. Mrs. Spencer said there are a bunch of new people moving in so why do you have to pick on us. Mrs. Spencer said we have grandchildren wondering will there be a farm for them. Mrs. Spencer said they want to live here; they love this community. Mrs. Spencer said do not chip away at the farms and ranches and the lively hood that built this town. 

FRAN WILSON
Mrs. Wilson said she has a couple quick questions. Mrs. Wilson asked what the agenda behind this map is. Commissioner Olsen said the way he understands it and what they were told is it is state law, and we need to come up with a plan, which is all we are going by. Commissioner Olsen said the map is for a future plan. Mrs. Wilson said a future plan for what. Chair Pro-Temp Woolsey explained if you ever wanted to become part of the City you could ask to be annexed into the City and out of the County that is it. Mrs. Wilson said what if McKade Cook wants to be annexed in out by the Airport, then what? Chair Pro-Temp Woolsey said if a petition is filed, and the majority of the landowners do not want to be annexed the petition is denied. Mrs. Wilson said so let us look at that, there is Mr. Cook and there is us, so it is a fifty fifty. Chair Pro-Temp Woolsey said she believes it would be more than just the two of them. City Recorder Steed explained you cannot annex an island or a peninsula. Mrs. Wilson said that is right, they own around three sides of the Airport so the only thing that is stopping Mr. Cook from coming into the City is her property. City Recorder Steed reminded the public that what is said in the audience will not be on the record. City Recorder Steed said if anyone has anything to say they need to come up to the microphone in order to be on the record. Mrs. Wilson said that is all she wanted to say because we are the only property between Mr. Cook and the Airport so if Mr. Cook wanted to be annexed it would be us against him and you guys would be the deciding factor. 
 
DAN MEISENBACH
Mr. Meisenbach asked does it state landowners or residents? Chair Pro-Temp Woolsey explained it states the majority of the landowners in the area. Mr. Meisenbach said in California they were annexed into the City from the County, and they lost a lot of their rights. Mr. Meisenbach said due to us no longer being County residents they could no longer have animals on their property. 
Mr. Meisenbach said they started getting tickets for parking on the street because they had street sweeping, which they did not have before. Mr. Meisenbach said they never got to vote at all on whether they were annexed or not. Mr. Meisenbach said his guess is there was probably a condominium complex somewhere where people owned the property and not just residents so they could vote. Mr. Meisenbach said the same thing could happen here. Mr. Meisenbach said somebody could build a condominium complex somewhere and literally take your property and put it in the City. Mr. Meisenbach said if you are not doing it for revenue then what is the reason. City Recorder Steed explained the Escalante Heritage Center came to the City a few years ago and petitioned to be annexed so they could get grants. City Recorder Steed said if the Escalante Heritage Center would have waited and petitioned the City today, they would not be able to be annexed because the City does not have a future annexation growth map. Mr. Meisenbach said you could put them on the map when they petition to be annexed. City Recorder Steed said then they would have to wait a year. Mr. Meisenbach said a year is nothing. Mr. Meisenbach asked who made the map. Mr. Meisenbach said I do not believe you guys made the map. Chair Pro-Temp Woolsey said it was the Planning and Zoning Commission, City Council and the County planner. Chair Pro-Temp Woolsey explained it was not just singling out the farms and ranches. Mr. Meisenbach said he knows Planning and Zoning is not compensated at all, so the people in the audience should know you need to be here next week to talk to the people who are voted into office and are compensated to speak your mind. Mr. Meisenbach said Planning and Zoning is just going to give their opinion and they are overruled regularly by the City Council, so we all need to know that. Mr. Meisenbach said let us take the Carters out there for example. Mr. Meisenbach said if they wanted City water and one of the family members said they wanted to be annexed that puts all of us in the proposed annexed area around them and that puts us in the hot seat because we say we do not want to be annexed so that guy can have City water. Mr. Meisenbach said he does not think that is fair to the residents that live out there on these farms. Mr. Meisenbach said it just does not seem right to him. Mr. Meisenbach said his own experience has been bad with this type of thing, so he is definitely against it. 

J.S. BUTLER
Mr. Butler said he has property on both sides of the City. Mr. Butler said his dad could not be here tonight but is completely against it. Mr. Butler said he works for Flying V, and they are completely against it. Mr. Butler said they do not feel they should be held to the same ordinances in the County as people in town about pigs or cows or anything else. Mr. Butler said they are a functioning ranch and cannot live by the same rules as everyone else. Mr. Butler said he does not know why his dad never heard anything about this and he never heard anything about this, and he feels before we start to make a plan, we should talk to the people it is going to affect. 
Mr. Butler said he has to repeat it, but it is not right for Glen Wilson to be out voted by someone who has one acre where he owns one hundred acres. Mr. Butler said it is not right. Mr. Butler said he has fought the same battles on the desert, he is in the same boat as Mr. Spencer, we fight the government and every time one of these plans come up it seems pretty harmless, and it seems like it makes sense for everything that is going on but then it is us that gets whipped five years down the road. Mr. Butler said these old timers like Pratt Gates, my Grandpa, my Uncles, everybody else is the same thing, their Grandpa went to meetings, and it was the exact same thing a twenty-year plan that may affect us but probably will not and it is going to be up to you, but it is not. Mr. Butler said these guys are kicking themselves for letting it happen. Mr. Butler said he is completely against this and if he wants to be annexed, he will come to the City and if it takes him a year or five years that is his problem. Mr. Butler said as far as all the property he manages and owns they are completely against it. 

STEVE ANGLE
Mr. Angle said he has eighty acres on Pine Creek Road and sixty acres on the other side of town. Mr. Angle said he moved out of the City to live in the Country and does not want to live in the City. Mr. Angle said he is against annexation in the slightest. Mr. Angle said if he wants to be annexed, he will come to the City and ask to be annexed. Mr. Angle said these plans like Mr. Spencer said, always start out innocent and they always end up not innocent. Mr. Angle said he is not for this. Mr. Angle said he does not know who planned this and put it together, but it always starts this way and ends a totally different direction. Mr. Angle said he is anti-annexation, anti this map. 

SHERRI MEISENBACH
Mrs. Meisenbach said she just wanted to make a comment that the real issue here is they live in the county for a reason. Mrs. Meisenbach said if they are annexed into the City, and they have neighbors that start to complain about animals what is going to happen? Mrs. Meisenbach said she already has a neighbor that has nothing good to say about them and is always going to turn them in to the Cops and she does not feel they need to deal with that. 
CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING
Commissioner Barnes moved to close the Public Hearing at 6:27 p.m. Commissioner Meisenbach seconded the motion. Motion carried with Commissioners Meisenbach, Olsen, Barnes and Gurr voting aye. 

DECISION ON ORDINANCE 2022-03 AMENDING ORDINANCE 10.54 SUBDIVISIONS
Commissioner Olsen moved to recommend Ordinance 2022-03 to the City Council for approval. Commissioner Meisenbach seconded the motion. Motion carried with Commissioners Barnes, Olsen, Meisenbach and Gurr voting aye. 

DECISION ON ORDINANCE 2022-04 AMENDING ORDINANCE 10.02.050 RVER DEFINITION
Commissioner Barnes moved to recommend Ordinance 2022-04 to the City Council for approval. Commissioner Gurr seconded the motion. Motion carried with Commissioners Meisenbach, Olsen, Gurr and Barnes voting aye. 

DECISION ON ORDINANCE 2022-05 AMENDING ORDINANCE 10.30.020 (C) 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE LOCATION AND USE
Commissioner Olsen moved to recommend Ordinance 2022-05 to the City Council for approval. Commissioner Meisenbach seconded the motion. Motion carried with Commissioners Gurr, Olsen, Barnes and Meisenbach voting aye

DECISION ON ORDINANCE 2022-06 AMENDING ORDINANCE 10.02.170 FEES
Commissioner Meisenbach moved to recommend Ordinance 2022-06 to the City Council for approval. Commissioner Barnes seconded the motion. Motion carried with Commissioners Olsen, Gurr, Meisenbach and Barnes voting aye. 

DECISION ON ADOPTING FUTURE ANNEXATION POLICY PLAN MAP
Commissioner Meisenbach said he missed a lot of the meetings where this map was discussed due to a new addition to his family. Commissioner Meisenbach said he saw the map after the fact. Commissioner Meisenbach said he has felt weird about the map from the beginning because he has always got a different answer when he asked questions about it. Commissioner Meisenbach said the original proposal was a shooting range out by Clay Hills, the dump and then it turned into a lot bigger which he felt was kind of interesting. Commissioner Meisenbach said he recognizes it is the water meters and the usages but if the City is concerned about water meters in the County, why are they still giving them out in the County. Commissioner Meisenbach said he does not understand the drive behind what is going on. Commissioner Meisenbach said the only other thing he can think is when he started looking at it is the Resort Tax effecting the cattleman. City Recorder Steed explained the Resort Tax is from sales when people purchase items in the City from the stores and stations. Commissioner Meisenbach said he is aware of that, but does it also come from sale of cattle and hay all that kind of stuff if those properties are annexed? City Recorder Steed said she understands most farms are exempt from tax. Chair Pro-Temp Woolsey said we currently have farms in City limits. Commissioner Meisenbach said he has been running this map through his head and feels he has never gotten a straight answer. Commissioner Olsen said after listening to the public and hearing what their concerns are, maybe we should rethink this and get some of their views on what is going on and what they think would be a good plan. Commissioner Olsen said the public has a lot of good points and views of what has happened in the past and we do not have control of what might happen five years down the road. Commissioner Barnes said for the record the people who are speaking are outside of City limits. Commissioner Barnes explained the State law is that we have a future growth map. Commissioner Barnes said one thing we should bring up is in the City we currently have an agriculture zone. Commissioner Barnes said the City is not anti-Agriculture in City limits. Commissioner Olsen moved to deny the Future Annexation Policy Plan Map. Commissioner Gurr seconded the motion. Motion carried with Commissioners Gurr, Barnes, Meisenbach and Olsen voting aye. 

SCHEDULED ITEMS
ALLAN AND LILLY STEWART – MODULAR HOME – 74 E 1350 S – RR-1
The Commission reviewed this project. This project meets all requirements. Commissioner Barnes asked which lot this project will be on. Mrs. Stewart presented a map of the lot. Commissioner Barnes moved to recommend the Municipal Project Approval Form for 
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart in accordance with chapter 10.38.050, 10.38.020 and 10.38.040 of the Planning and Zoning Ordinances to the City Council for approval. Commissioner Gurr   seconded the motion. Motion carried with Commissioners Olsen, Gurr, Meisenbach and Barnes voting aye. 

Commissioner Olsen moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:38 p.m. 
Commissioner Meisenbach seconded the motion. Motion carried all in favor.



 						
___________________________
Stephanie Steed, CMC 
City Recorder
Date minutes approved: 6/14/2022



