Summit County Weed Board Minutes
Meeting via Zoom

Public Works Building, 1755 South Hoytsville Road

Coalville, Utah

Tuesday, January 19, 2021
	Topic
	Discussion
	Motion or Summary

	Attendance
	Board Members Present: Mindy Wheeler, Robert Siddoway, Sara Jo Dickens, Earl “Sam” Blonquist, Wes Siddoway
Staff Present: Dave Bingham, Weed Supervisor; Elizabeth Cohen, USU Extension; Katy Staley, Board Secretary

	
	
	

	Welcome, Public Comment 
	The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The time was opened for public comment. No Public comment was made.
	

	Elect Chair and Vice Chair
	Sara Jo Dickens made a motion to elect Wes Siddoway as Chair of the Weed Board for 2021. Mindy Wheeler seconded the motion. The motion passed 4-0.

Wes Siddoway made a motion to elect Sara Jo Dickens as Vice Chair of the Weed Board. Sam Blonquist seconded the motion. The motion passed 4-0.
	Summary: 
· Wes Siddoway was elected Chair of the Weed Board. Sara Jo Dickens was elected Vice Chair.

	Approval of Minutes
	A motion was made by Sara Jo Dickens to approve the March 10, 2020 meeting minutes as written. A second was made by Wes Siddoway. The motion passed 4-0.
	Summary: 
· Minutes for March 10, 2020 were approved as written.

	
	
	

	Season Recap
	· Dave shared that an SGMA grant was received for 2020 for $30,000 and was used to continue the same project through the Forest Service to eradicate thistles.

· There are many biocontrol projects that were done for leafy spurge and field bindweed with two classes of South Summit’s FFA. More rust was introduced for Canada thistle. Dave went to Eureka to gather insects for spotted knapweed and partners bought and released additional insects. It is important to keep working with other people and areas to gather insects to keep costs down.
· A collection day was held to gather insects for dalmatian toadflax for the first time. 7000 insects were gathered to go throughout the state. This should help to have a big reduction in dalmatian toadflax this year.

· There is a new defoliating moth this year for poison hemlock, which should help prevent any problems with poison hemlock.

· Enforcement visited 370 properties, 32 letters were sent, and five public nuisances were all resolved. Ten weeds were spotlighted this year and Dave talked to about 425 people, many not knowing about the Weed Department. 

· There have been some challenges for the Weed Department. The new Education Enforcement Officer was cut for 2021. Sara Jo stated she talked to Doug Clyde with the County Council who recommended continuing to keep the Education Enforcement Officer on the budget even if it is not approved.
· The summer seasonal people caused some trouble with the loaner sprayer program, but there was more equipment loaned out than ever. Almost $8500 of herbicide was sold. The helicopter sprayed 2500 acres. County employees sprayed 900 acres with a handgun sprayer. The systematic process works.

· The drought has not had much of an impact on weeds. The public has mostly come in about thistles and dyer’s woad but asked about some others. There were two education days with South Summit, one with North Summit, and one with a newcomer’s garden club. The Weed Book was translated into Spanish and is available.
	Summary: 
·  Dave shared the projects that were done during 2020, including many biocontrol projects.
· Enforcement and education were successful this year, but one Education Enforcement Officer was cut.
· The weed spraying program was successful.

· There were several education days held. 

	
	
	

	Grant Updates
	· Sara Jo shared CWMA updates. The CWMA grant is focused on garlic mustard. Over 100 acres of garlic mustard was treated before July and twenty acres of knapweed was treated. Over 400 acres was monitored. There has not been much germination of garlic mustard after July. Sara Jo will give an update at a later date.
· There was funding for testing DuraCore. DuraCore was applied in areas with flowering plants and has some post-emergent activity with no seed produced. The grant funding is over, but follow-up will continue. There were fewer rosettes in the fall and no tree death or burn.

· There is a partnership with Swaner and Elizabeth with the USU Extension for an education project on pollinators. 115 people attended with the goal to educate the population on misinformation about herbicide. There is a petition for a bee inspector for the County. Native wildflower seed was given to participants. Elizabeth shared that she will meet with Swaner to see what grants they are applying for. Scotch thistle could be included in a grant.
· There is a Weed Supervisor Association grant for Pinebrook and the Olympic Park area. Another grant was for restoration in areas that were treated for St. John’s Wort. Seeded grasses are coming in.
· A seed trials grant helped to get garlic mustard below 20 percent. There has been some germination of grasses and the dead or unhealthy maple has been thinned out. Some aspen regeneration has been done with biochar.

· Toll Canyon germination is not great. One seed mix works better than the others, but no plants have grown taller than four inches. Reseeding was not done this fall.

· Sara Jo shared that CWMA is capping to $125,000. Sara Jo will combine with Aaron for garlic mustard funding.
· Mapping was discussed. Mindy shared that Hidden Cove has spotted knapweed and garlic mustard and she will send those points to Sara Jo.
	Summary: 

· Sara Jo shared updates about the grants that were received in 2020.
· Opportunities for future grants were discussed.


	Dan Updating the Website
	· Dave shared that Dan has been kept busy and has not updated the website yet. Sara Jo is hoping for a better collection of pictures of different weed species for the website.
	Summary:

· The website has not been updated yet.

	Conservation Districts interested in ISM help
	Elizabeth shared that Melissa Early is the new Watershed Coordinator for the Conservation Districts in the County. Sara Jo stated that she can talk to the Districts about CWMA grant opportunities.

	Summary: 

· The Conservation Districts have a new Watershed Coordinator. Sara Jo will talk to them about grant opportunities.

	General Notice of Noxious Weeds
	Dave shared that cutleaf viper grass needs to be moved to show it is in the County. Sara Jo will update the noxious weeds General Notice.
	Summary: 

· Cutleaf viper grass will be updated as being in the county on the noxious weeds notice. 

	Other Discussion Items
	Every member of the Weed Board needs to do training for Open Public Meetings. The training will be available on February 11th at 6pm via Zoom. The video must be viewed by February 28th.
Elizabeth shared that a definition of scotch thistle is included in the ISM grant. A $10,000 donation was received for weed management. private donations are also being requested.
	Summary: 

· The training for Open Public Meetings needs to be viewed by all Board Members. 
· Elizabeth shared information about an ISM grant and donations for weed management. 


	Adjourn
	· The meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m. Sam Blonquist and Sara Jo Dickens made the motion.
	· Next meeting will be in April or May to discuss the budget and ongoing projects.
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