 MINUTES OF THE VERNON TOWN COUNCIL meeting held 5 May 2022

In attendance:  Mayor John Olson, Mike Cheatham, Stephanie Loder,
Scott Livingston, and Darrell E. Holden
Attorney: Rob Clegg 
Secretary:  Melinda Johnson
Citizens: Shar Manzione, Rodney Manzione, Norberto Aranda (TCSO)

Pledge led by Stephanie Loder

1. Motion made by Scott Livingston to approve the minutes of the 7 April 2022 Town Council meeting; motion seconded by Darrell E. Holden.  All approved. 

2. Public comments: None

3. Sheriff’s Office report:  There were 8 calls – nothing significant

4. Darren Holden with Vernon Waterworks spoke to us – we are in a drought; we need to watch for leaks around town.

He asked if the FD could minimize use of the culinary water. Can they coordinate with the BLM for water used outside of town limits? They need to take the wrench off the hydrant to make sure others aren’t utilizing the water source. 

Looking to buy a pump for emergency replacement. If the pump went out, we would only have about 6 days’ worth of water. 

Board members are Darren, Bryant Pehrson, Dennis Clark, Tony Erickson. 

Darren will coordinate with Joe about using the hydrants to clear debris.

Meters need changing to be accurate – they are pretty expensive.
They’d be in favor of adding a page to website for auto pay. Dennis Clark in on auto pay and we could talk to him about what he does. 

Add Darren’s cell phone number for questions and Patsy’s home number for questions on billing to the website.

5. Joe was wondering about doing a go fund me donation for the guy who helped us get the truck. This gets tough – sets a precedence – public donations would be best. Darrell E. suggested reaching out at the 4th of July with a box to accept donations. All council members agree that we should probably not offer money as a town. 

ARPA purchase should be here by the end of July.

6. What is the county requiring for fire permits in the previous agreement? Have Planning and Zoning have Dan Walton and Lloyd Evans come to next meeting to come up with an agreement.

7. Budget discussion at the end

8. Ballot box is being requested along with surveillance. Is the surveillance coverage only during elections? Maybe we could utilize this for surveillance for the town too. 

Mayor Olson wondered about putting a mailbox slot in the building if funding doesn’t come through

Is the post office an option?

9.  John – COG – watch due dates on COG Grant

Cemetery – Darrell was excused while the council discussed the two bids that were received. One was Darrell’s in the amount of $3,100 and the other was from Ben Hillman for the amount of $4,000. Discussion was that Darrell has the experience with the cemetery and his bid is lower. Motion was made by Scott Livingston to give the bid back to Darrell E. Holden, renewable up to three years. Motion seconded by Mike Cheatham. All approved.  Melinda can send a letter to Ben saying we went with a lower bid. Rob said it wasn’t necessary, but fine to do. AS A NOTE: BEN HILLMAN REACHED OUT TO MAYOR OLSON ABOUT THIS SHORTLY AFTER THE MEETING AND THE MAYOR INFORMED HIM OF THE DECISION AND SO A LETTER WAS NOT SENT AS IT WAS NO LONGER NECESSARY.

Scott – Treasurer – budget will be good

Water – Usage here at the FD/FS is a big problem

Business License – People want to pay now. John has a lock box we could pass around. Tell them it is on the website, which asks for payments to mailed in to the town.

Stephanie – P&Z – reviewing the general plan at next meeting 
on May 19th there is a training in SLC

Grants – May 11th training for rural grant writing
We are looking into getting a professional grant writer
Grant for COGS $ is in July

	Darrell – Parks & Rec – going well
	
	Roads – Reach out to Jake on getting bids - will start at Hwy 36 and head west. We will take the bid with the longest coverage with our budget. Darrell will talk to Jake and report back.

	We need a contract from Scott or open the bid for the job

	Mike – Animal control – good amount of people still missing – submit name, address, and birthdate, if possible, to Rob. 

	Emergency – Has a meeting with Erline Burgi on Sunday – more info to come.

BUDGET DISCUSSION continued:

A well for the cemetery would be great – let’s put in $5,000 a year for to drill a well.

How do we go about getting a grant writer – are they commission based is there a retained fee? Melinda will look into this.

Veterans Memorial - we can put in $500 for flags and maintenance

We need to get a reimbursement form for people to fill out when paying for items out of their own pocket

Add the bookmobile to the budget and the agenda for next meeting

End of year, $2,000 dollars budgeted for a get together


10. Other Business: none

11. Review and Approve Town Bills: Motion made by Darrell E. Holden to approve the payment of Town bills.    
       Motion seconded by Scott Livingston.    All approved.

12.  Motion made by Mike Cheatham to adjourn;
        Motion seconded by Darrell E. Holden.  All approved.

Next meeting 2 June 2022



__________________________________    ______________________________
Mayor						Clerk
