Open Meeting

December 20, 2013
9:02 – 9:10 am
Commission Personnel Attending:

Jaceson Maughan, Deputy Commissioner
Heather Gunnarson, Adjudication Division Director
Sara Danielson, Administration

Public in Attendance:

Gene Miller, WCF
Dennis Lloyd, WCF
Paola Stauffer, WCF

Open Meeting Convened:

Deputy Commissioner Maughan welcomed everyone and requested everyone identify themselves for the record.
Business Items:
R602-2-5 Timeliness of Decisions

Deputy Commissioner Maughan presented the rule change proposal.  He stated that this rule change is to implement Senate Bill 99 which was passed in the 2013 Legislative Session and became effective early this year.

Deputy Commissioner Maughan explained that this rule establishes timeliness standards for the handling of cases at the Labor Commission, it also establishes reporting requirements.  He explained that there are situations where it is not practical for the timelines to be met.  He explained that this rule sets forth a definition of “impracticable” .


Deputy Commissioner Maughan asked for comments from the public.  Dennis Lloyd asked the question “Does the Commission have sufficient staff to accomplish these standards?”  Heather responded that steps are being taken to have the technology to track cases in the manner set forth in the rule.  Preliminary reports indicate that Adjudication is currently at a 95% rate of compliance with the requirements.  Deputy Commissioner Maughan indicated that we believe at this point that any additional staff would be needing at the adjudication level and not at the Motion for Review level.  Dennis Lloyd expressed support from the Workers Compensation Fund for any additional staff the Commission might need.  Heather stated that an additional ALJ would but great, however, the reports being created will help to provide data to justify additional staff in the future.

Heather presented a letter from Jinx Dabney regarding this rule change.  She stated that Mr. Dabney had two basic concerns; 1) that the Appeals Board was not needed and should be gotten rid of; and 2) that the 18 month time frame from beginning to end of a case is too long, it should be 3 months or 6 months at the longest.  Deputy Commissioner Maughan responded that the Commission would like to see cases only take 3 month or 6 months.  The 18 month time frame is in compliance with SB 99.

(Mr. Dabney’s letter also contained concerns about the “7 Get-Out-Of-Jail Free Cards” listed in the rule as reasons for not issuing decisions within the standards set forth.  He also provided a copy of changes he would suggest for the rule.)
No other comments were made.
Meeting Adjourned at 9:10 a.m.
