


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
March 9, 2022
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE: Council Members Riggin Holmgren, Jared Holmgren, Josh Dallin, Scott Ritter Mayor Megan Armstrong, Clerk Carol Andreasen, and Clerk Sue Holmgren

VISITORS:   Eugene Christensen, Gil Miller (Planning Commission Chair)

ABSENT: Council Member Brian Anderson

WELCOME BY MAYOR ARMSTRONG, Invocation by Council Member Ritter

OPENING CEREOMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  April 13, 2022 

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from February 9, 2022 was reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.  Clerk Andreasen mentioned that under departments and Deferred Sewer Concerning the Christensen Subdivision, the last 2 sentences need to be removed.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned the minutes of February 9 be approved with the mentioned changes.  Council Member Ritter seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:  Sgt Eddington was not in attendance to this meeting.  Clerk Holmgren will reach out to him.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Gil Miller (Bear River Planning Commission Chair) has a legislative report.  There were 169 bills that were presented that affected cities and towns.   The worst ones were killed and other amended.  He has been on the Legislative Policy Committee since the mid 90’s.  He was able with the help of the ULCT make towns exempt from having to do the extensive planning.  It was going to require that there be engineering for expansive plans like sewer, roads, etc.  This would be very expensive for small towns.  Public Comment is required at all public meetings.  Comments must be relevant to what is going on in the meeting.  You can set your own rules though.  

REVIEW TOMATO PATCH SUBDIVISION (EUGENE CHRISTENSEN) PRELIMINARY AND FINAL PLAT APPLICATIONS: The Mayor and Council Members reviewed the Preliminary and Final Plat Applications.  It was found that the following items documents and payments are missing:  Title Report no more than 30 days old, Pay Engineering Fees, and receive an Affidavit from the Zoning Administrator that Survey Marker are in place.  

POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION APPROVING THE TOMATO PATCH SUBDIVISION: The Resolutions states The Bear River City Council approves the Final Plat for Tomato Patch Minor Subdivision upon completion of the following requirements:  Submit a title report not more than 30 days old, pay engineering fees, and receive affidavit from zoning administrator that survey markers are in place.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon completion of requirements.  Council Member Dallin motioned to approve the Resolution to take effect immediately upon completion of requirements noted.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

DISCUSS PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO CODE (SEWER):  Last month Council Member J Holmgren talked about the City
 having a specific contractor to hook up the sewer connection.  If it’s done in the city right of way it needs to be done
 right.  Code 3.30.6 states, The Property owner or developer will be responsible for the installation of sewer service
 laterals and or appropriate sewer line from the City main sewer line to the applicants’ sewer line in accordance with City
 standards.  All work shall be completed by a State Licensed Contractor.  Clerk Andreasen asked Council Member J Holmgren If we add “approved by the City” if this is ok or if he wants it changed.  He would like it reworded to say they need to contact the City to have our contractor make the connection.

3.30.7.8 Deferments – It states connection fees will be paid by the owner.  Nothing about paying at time of building 
permit application or if they pay the current amount being charged or pay what the future amount is at the time the 
connection is required. It would be easier to collect at the time of building permit application.  We don’t know how 
much the connection will cost though.  Clerk Andreasen will check with the attorney to make sure this is legal before we 
discuss it more. 

3.30.21.1 Connection fees:  We have one resident that has not paid their connection fee.  This month the late fee should be added.  Clerk Holmgren feels like a $5 late fee is not a big enough late fee for them to care.  It was suggested to send a registered letter to them stating this is the amount you owe and it needs to be paid by this date, charge 10% interest, and if unresolved a lien will be placed on your property. 

Clerk Andreasen suggested getting the contractor to bid the work before it is done so it can be collected at the time of  their building permit.  Council Member J Holmgren states it would be hard to get the contractor to bid this in a short time without holding up the building permit.  It was suggested to collect a sewer connection deposit of the highest bill in the last year, to the building permit.  We would charge a fee and if it was more than actual cost, we collect more money and if it was less than actual cost, we refund the money.  Clerk Andreasen will check with the attorney on this.  

Should the City consider extending the main sewer line up to 100 ft if the property being developed is within 400 ft of a main line and funding is available?  The Council doesn’t feel this is appropriate at this time.

DISCUSS USE OF ARPA MONEY:   Clerk Holmgren wanted to make sure everyone knew we still have the ARPA money and none of it has been spent.  We have received $53,139.50 and in July we will receive another $53,139.50 for a total of $106,279.00.  The money has been set aside to spend on a Scada System for the sewer and/or fixing the main irrigation ditch coming into town.  This money needs to be obligated by the end of 2024 and the projects need to be completed and the money spent by the end of 2026.  Council Member Dallin motioned that the ARPA money has been appropriately documented be utilized for two purposes:  1.  Scada System 2. Irrigation Ditch Project.  According to the bid for the Scada System that the dollar amount be obligated for the system and the remaining amount used for the ditch project.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

SET IRRIGATION FEES: This year the Bear River Canal Company will charge $28 per share and increase of $1.50.  The Bear River Canal Company minimum charge will be $56.00.  (The amount of two shares or increase of $3.00.)  The Bear River City Assessment in past years is $10.50 per share or a minimum charge of $20.00.  Council Member R Holmgren asked the Council what they thought about raising the City Assessment.  He owns a good share of irrigation shares so he would like to remove himself from that decision.  The Council decided they would like to keep the charge for the City Assessment the same.  A new charge for the City Assessment for the Grand Haven Subdivision will be $40.00.  Council Member Dallin motioned the Irrigation Assessment for 2022 is as follows:
			BR Canal Co $28.00 per share and $56.00 minimum
			City Assessment $10.50 per share and $20.00 minimum
			Grand Haven Subdivision City Assessment $40
Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.  The bills were read aloud by Clerk Holmgren.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the bills for payment.  Second by Council Member R Holmgren.  Those voting in favor Council Members Ritter, R Holmgren, Dallin and J Holmgren.

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN: Someone anonymously called and stated that someone in town is running a gym out of their garage and charging people.  The Council asked if someone can make a complaint and remain anonymous.  Clerk Andreasen will ask the attorney.

DEPARTMENTS:  The American Red Cross would like to ask permission to use the Civic Center to do blood drives.  We have had problems with them in the past not cleaning up, leaving all the lights on and not locking up the building.  The Council decided at this time the answer would be no, but suggested they ask the church or school to use their building.

Youth Council will be attending the Youth Council Conference at USU this weekend.

Council Member Ritter stated there was a dog bite.  They called the police and a report was filed and the dog was quarantined until it was cleared of rabies.  Ryan and McKenzie (Animal Control) wondered if there was a citation, fine or a fee that should be associated with this.  Clerk Andreasen stated there is a “bail fee schedule” for animal control.  She will look into it and let him know.  The kennel also needs to be fixed so people can’t remove the animal from the kennel.

Meeting Agenda and Supporting Documents – Last Council Meeting Council Member R Holmgren stated that he is on the Board for the Farm Bureau.  In their meetings everyone is issued an iPad.  On this iPad all the information they need for the meeting is on there.  Board books is the app that is used for this.  He wonders if the city could do this.  He believes it would be a lot easier.  Everyone agreed this would be a good idea.  Council Member Dallin motioned to purchase Ipads for the Council, Clerk Holmgren and Clerk Andreasen.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.


ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 9:08. Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved April 13, 2022.

							________________________________________________
							Megan Armstrong, Mayor

Attest:



___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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