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Report Summary 
Includes:

National Report
• AP Updates: Participation Matters
• Class of 2021 Participation & Performance
• Bringing AP to All Schools

Utah Report
• Potential Cost Savings
• State Highlights Reports
• AP Exam Score Distributions



National Report Highlights
https://research.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/new-analyses-ap-scores-1-and-2.pdf



AP Participation
Matters

Benefits to taking AP
courses and exams,
no matter the score
Figure 1 (p. 9)



• 1,178,256 students in the class of 2021 took 3,980,474 AP  
Exams in public high schools nationwide.

• 34.9% of the class of 2021 took at least oneAP Exam
during high school.

• 22.5% of the graduating class scored a 3 or higher on at
least one AP Exam.

• Over the past 10 years, the percentage of U.S. public high
school graduates scoring a 3 or higher on at least one AP
Exam has grown.

• 1,178,256 (34.9%) of U.S. public high school graduates in the 
class of 2021 took at least 1 AP Exam, up from 898,134 
(28.6%) in the class of 2011.

• 758,842 (22.5%) of U.S. public high school graduates in the 
class of 2021 scored a 3 or higher on at least 1 AP Exam, up 
from 539,341 (17.2%) in the class of 2011.

Celebrating
the Class
of 2021
Summary of 
participation and 
performance (p. 11)



Percentage
Scoring a 3 or 
Higher on an AP 
Exam in High
School
Degree to which students are
participating in AP Exams and
achieving success

• 22.5% of U.S. public high 
school students

• 22.7% of Utah public high 
school students (compared 
to 22.6% in 2020)
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Percentage of 
Graduating
Class Scoring 3+

Figure 3B
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Access &
Opportunity 
For All

Comparing 
national AP 
participation and
performance to 
geographics of
the class of 2021
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Score Distribution
of AP Exams
by State
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Figure 5

United States
• 3,980,474 exams taken
• 58.5% of exams resulted in a 3+
Utah
• 39,580 exams taken
• 67.6% of exams resulted in a 3+



In 2021, a total of 31 states 
and the District of Columbia 
recognized the importance 
of providing AP access to 
students by providing the 
financial support they 
needed.

State Funding for 2021 Low-Income AP Exams
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Bringing AP to All 
Schools

AP Course Availability
for the 2020-21
Academic Year (p. 29)



Utah Highlights
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Utah Score Distribution Top 10 Most Popular AP Exams

1. English Lang and Composition

2. Human Geography

3. United States History

4. World History: Modern

5. Calculus AB

6. English Literature and Composition

7. Psychology

8. United States Government and Politics

9. Statistics

10. Biology
(Page 36)
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