LEAMINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Wednesday, March 9th, 2022
Town Council Meeting
7:00 p.m.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk87973385]Those present:	
				
Russ Finlinson, Mayor					Michael Lovell is not present
Chad McPherson, Council Member			Trampis Fleming, Council Member
Ann Finlinson, Clerk/Recorder				Don Neilsen, Town Resident
Analili Burrows, Treasurer				Eva Neilsen, Town Resident		
Cindy Butler, Planning & Zoning			Darwin Starks, Planning & Zoning
Nicole Lake, Town Resident				Mike Ferrell, Water Superintendent
Mont Bradfield, Planning & Zoning		Richard & Gina Strickland, Future Residents  
Jake Burningham , Burningham Enterprises 		Todd Tolley, Water Operator           
						
Town Council Meeting called to order at 7:05  p.m. The Hindu prayer was read in English

Copy of proposed opening-prayer for Leamington Town Council

This prayer is from ancient Hindu scriptures (some as old as about 1,500 BCE) in Sanskrit, followed by English interpretation. 
 
Om  
bhur bhuvah svah 
tat savitur varenyam 
bhargo devasya dhimahi 
dhiyo you nah prachodayat  
 
We meditate on the transcendental glory of the deity supreme, who is inside the heart of the earth, inside the life of the sky and inside the soul of the heaven. May He stimulate and illuminate our minds. 
 
Asato ma sad gamaya 
Tamaso ma jyotir gamaya 
Mrityor mamrtam gamaya 
 
Lead us from the unreal to the real. 
Lead us from darkness to light. 
Lead us from death to immortality. 
 
tasmadasaktah satatam karyam karma samacara 
asakto hyacarankarma paramapnoti purusah 
 
karmanaiva hi samsiddhimasthita janakadayah 
lokasangrahamevapi sampasyankartumarhasi 
 
Strive constantly to serve the welfare of the world; by devotion to selfless one attains the supreme goal of life. Do your work with the welfare of others always in mind. 
 
Om saha naavavatu 
Saha nau bhunaktu 
Saha viiryan karavaavahai 
Tejasvi naavadhiitamastu 
Maa vidhvishhaavahai 
 
May we be protected together. 
May we be nourished together. 
May we work together with great vigor. 
May our study be enlightening. 
May no obstacle arise between us. 
 
samani va akutih 
samana hrdayani vah 
samanam astu vo mano 
yatha vah susahasti 
 
United your resolve, united your hearts, 
may your spirits be at one,  
that you may long together dwell 
in unity and concord! 
 
Om shanti, shanti, shanti. 
 
Peace, peace, peace be unto all. 
 
Om. 


Mr. Zed, a Hindu leader, requested to call in by phone and read the above prayer.  However, we could not get our Bluetooth speaker to work properly and could not honor Mr. Zed’s request to dictate the prayer over the phone due to inadequate volume.  Steven Holman instead read the prayer aloud in English. Mr. Zed was contacted and informed of the situation.
  
The bills have been reviewed and approved.  The minutes were corrected by Russ. The public meeting portion from February was corrected last month and submitted to the Public Notice Website.  The second public meeting and the regular town council meeting minutes were reviewed and corrected. Mike Ferrell had a correction on the statement of Mike making a comment on solar panels, it was not himself making the comment but rather Michael Lovell. Chad made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected; Trampis seconded.  All in favor, motion passed.  

Planning & Zoning: The county called Russ earlier to ask if the town was aware of the subdivision request presented by the Vincent family.  Russ was not aware of this request, so the county sent Russ the information.  Russ will pass the information on to the Planning & Zoning Committee to ensure that all the requirements are met for a subdivision.

Jake Burningham would like to put in a wash pad and fire hydrant at the gravel pit.  That would require the use of town water.  Jake is giving his proposal.  They have been operating the gravel pit on Phil Neilsen’s old place and are looking at opportunities to further develop the pit.  That would require water to wash the sand.  They have been able to sell some of the rock product to the local community and are able to employ some local people.  He is proposing to put in a connection and pay for a fire hydrant for fire safety to protect their fuel tank and equipment.  They would like to put a meter on the hydrant and pay for the water.  Todd says it is not a large enough line to be considered a fire protection system. They would plan to recycle the water.  They are asking for about 300,000 gallons initially and then 10-20,000 more gallons per day. They are trying to remove the silt and fines out of the sand to make the sand usable for concrete.  The amount of water is lower than a normal plant, but the water turns the screw.  It would operate year-round.  Chad says if we mirror what happened last year, the time Burningham will need the most water is also the time the town has the highest demand, so it would be difficult to supply.  If peak demand during the summer is dropping the tank level daily, we will have to restrict water use by the community.  We are getting closer to testing the well.  We are hoping to discharge it and run it out and check the output.  We are also hoping to drill a new well.  Chad says we are in a tight spot for the water system.  We won’t say no at the moment, but we need to complete the well inspection.  This year the snow level is better.  Jake is also looking at getting canal water rights, but they will have to get the state engineer to approve that.  Todd says the rest of the well inspection is now up to him; the bowls are in and Todd will soon be putting in a correct discharge in and open flow it.  Todd says the well inspectors think we can double the outflow.  Russ said there may be 3 months of the year in the summer when they may not have water at Burningham.

Russ says he met with the USDA representatives recently with Jones & DeMille and Todd.  Karl Larson, who was previously the representative for our area, was negative and hard to work with. Now Colette Walker is over our area, and she is very helpful and responsive. The other person who came with her was also very positive. Russ discussed that we would like to have two wells in town with one as a backup.  The gentleman over Oasis says it is mandatory there to have two wells; we do not have that requirement as we have the spring.  They recommended that we look at our system and we choose everything that we want to have and itemize every item into our plan and submit that to USDA, who will then consider us for grants and loans, at which point we can remove items we feel we cannot afford if Leamington Town is assigned to bear the cost. Jones & DeMille prepared a Master Water Plan for us. They recommended a hydrologist to study our water situation.  They suggested we put our well next to the tanks. That would help the quality of the water and help Fool Creek.  The total cost for the study was $33,000.  Fool Creek is possibly willing to cover half of that cost; we will have to contact them to see if they are still interested.  They said that any cost at $33,000 would be rolled into the total overall cost and could be part of our required portion.  Chad says we are okay to do this because at the last meeting, we authorized $200,000 to move forward with the project.  Russ would like to move forward right away if the town council is in favor.  We are also still going to the Division of Drinking Water, the CIB, and the USDA to see if there is money available for the project.  This would include the automatic readout, the controller for the chlorination, bigger tank, and bigger pipes.  Right now, we are restricted in the pipe size for the outflow.  We are looking at possibly $2.5 million for the project.  

We hope to keep the existing well in town if it can outflow 200 gpm.  If it can’t produce that much, then we will drill a second well within 80 feet of the existing well.  Chad says even if we drill a new well there, we are restricted into how much water flow can go up the hill.  We have pushed it hard with our pump.  Todd says we might be able to pump directly into the water system near his house.  They want the water to mix with the spring water. It could cut our pumping cost.  This would be an emergency situation.  If we don’t have to chlorinate the well, this would be a possibility.  Chad says the spring water must be chlorinated but would need to find out if this would be necessary for the well water.  Todd has the equipment now to complete the work.  

Russ is asking if Jake has any more comments.  

Richard and Gina Strickland have building plans for their home.  They are building about an 800 sq ft house.  They haven’t submitted their plans to Planning & Zoning yet.  They would like to build the house first then a garage.  They came to ask a question about the water.  Dan Bradfield has been in communication with them.  They didn’t want to move forward with the house if they could not get the water connection.  Todd thinks we will get state approval for our well system within two weeks.  Once that is done, the Stricklands can apply for the water.  Russ recommends that they give the plans to Planning & Zoning.  Richard is asking about the setback and if it is 40 feet. Trampis called and asked the state about the setback of the easement from the road and it is different if it is a state or county road.  They say the best thing is to get it surveyed so they know where the road easement line is and there must be a 30-foot setback from that.  Russ is advising them to get with Planning & Zoning.  There is a garage in the area that is not within the guidelines.  They would like to put in a shed and are wondering if they need to get permission.  Within a certain square footage there is currently no restriction.  Richard will wait to apply for a septic tank at the same time.  Mel Dutson or Marion Anderson are possible contractors. We are trying to come up with a checklist from Planning & Zoning.  Chad will try to get one from Darwin Starks.  We should be able to have a decision at next month’s town council.  Todd suggests to include the shed with the rest of the plan and that will be less expensive.  That will be reviewed by Adam Richins.

There was a proposed ordinance change from the Planning & Zoning Committee for the water connections for out-of-town water connections.  We did not make a decision last month but are planning on doing that on the water ordinance rewrite.  Chad called it a separate ordinance that could be easier to resolve.  Chad wanted to remove it completely from the ordinance but it was not resolved.  Russ submitted his proposed water ordinance to the town council with the exception of out-of-town connections to the town council. Chad felt that it was a final draft and was signed two years ago but it has caused problems.  Cindy is just wondering if there have been any decisions.  Mont is wondering when this will be addressed again.  Trampis thinks we should see what our well produces.  Chad thinks if we have the resources to improve the town and the surroundings, that will be up to the town council.  Todd thinks we may need to pull in the county attorneys to help us with this.  The county has been working on this.  Six County will help us rewrite the general plan.  Russ didn’t feel that we had the time to hold weekly meetings to address the water ordinance.  The reason the P&Z committee was holding weekly meetings was to address issues before the water moratorium is lifted.  The annexation was going to be part of the general plan rewrite.  Russ says the P&Z committee has the general plan from 2005 with industrial, business, and residential lots.  Russ thinks the update is part of the general plan.  Part of the reason is to bring the outside residences with water connections into the town, Mont explained.  Chad says the discussion three months ago was that are we going to gain more tax base than we are getting for charging for the outside water connection.  Mont wonders why someone would want to build in city limits if they can get an outside water connection.  Delta is currently facing a similar situation.  Mont wonders why we want to have outside water connections and then have no say on what they do with their property.  
Russ is wondering if anyone has asked those property owners if they want to be annexed. Chad says the system is a public water system.  Mont thinks it is the town that owns the water system. Chad says we have to allow the public to have input.  The first outside connection was granted when Grant Neilsen was mayor and allowed his son to have a water connection out of town. Then there were some water connections to stock.  The Croppers could petition for a water connection for their homes.  They have three homes.  The town did not allow them to get a connection for their homes.  Mont thinks that no one will want to build in town anymore if they can get an outside connection.  Russ does not have a problem annexing the outside city properties into the town, but he thinks some residents will not agree.  Todd thinks they may be more willing if they are paying town water rates, which are half the price as out of town.  Some residents are using town water and hauling water to stock, such as Spence and Mike.  Russ thinks they might as well have a meter and have a connection.  Mike says 80% of the property owners must agree to be annexed and that it is not a big deal.  Chad says it would be the whole southern edge.  

Gina and Rich Strickland are taking their leave.  

Cindy is wondering what has been decided and wants to know if the town is moving on these items.  P&Z has given their opinions and would like a timeframe.  They would like to put the new ordinances in place before the moratorium is lifted.  She would like it to be a board decision.  Any ordinance change has to be noticed at a public meeting, Russ explained. Cindy just would like to have a decision made.  Russ has only been concentrating on getting the well inspection complete.  

Russ would like the board to make a decision on the Jones & DeMille proposal. This establishes the rate structure.  We need to sign it and get it back to them.  Chad said the proposal of the $15 - $16,000 cost would be the maximum cost and it could be less.  Chad makes a motion we go forward with the proposal from Jones & DeMille.  Steven seconds.  All in favor, motion passed.  The well moratorium will stay in place until the inspection is complete.  

Chad proposed that the rodeo committee gets together to make a decision on the property near the arena.  The committee could oversee the use and manage the facility, keep the weeks down, and handle the maintenance from the yard back. Steven says the committee can talk to his dad about it, as Ladd has been managing it.  Chad doesn’t want someone to be farming the area when it is going to be used.  Chad proposes the town should pay the initial cost of the town covering planting the area into pasture. Steven seconds, all in favor, motion passed. 

Rental times for the Leamington Town Hall were discussed including Stephanie Bliss and Debbie Talbot. 

Russ is discussing pressure washing the brick exterior and stuccoing the town hall in the same color that is currently there. It would give a hard, durable surface and will not change the appearance much but will maintain the integrity.  Russ put in for the second CIB funding, the first is the water and the second is to resurface the building to preserve it; it is crumbling.  He is asking if the board thinks that is reasonable.  Chad thinks if we stucco over it the crumbling part, it will continue to fall apart.  Steven thinks we should get it done correctly.  Chad likes the original structure and brick.  Steve thinks they can leave the detailing in and still protect the building. Chad would like to get expert opinion on how to deal with it properly.  Russ said the people he talked to suggested removing the crumbling brick.  

Russ talked to the tiler who did the entryway and basement.  We have 3-4 boxes of tile. We can resurface the inside of the baptismal font to prevent it falling apart and clogging up the drain.  He is going to give us an estimate.  There is only enough tile to do the floor surface of the front area.  We can paint the font and room and make it look nice.  We still need to cut the concrete and pump the septic tank.  Russ has talked with Michael and the Evers about redoing the kitchen to make it more useable.  He would like to put in a new water heater.  

Russ put rock in where the rain had washed out on the hill.  Chad says that was a good effort and well done.  

Russ got the guard rail.  There is only room for one section of guard rail on each side of the road. He bought end caps and bolts.  We’ll need to get Blue Stakes to mark the phone lines.  
Russ is getting a cost for striping the road on each side.  He is going to cut stencils out of plywood to paint 25 mph.  Chad thinks the state or road department may have stencils. Steven will call them about it tomorrow.  But Russ wants to go ahead and make them.  Russ will get the paint at Ace.  Then we can return the money to the State that is in excess.  Russ put together the amendment; we will return about $23,000 to the state.

Trampis hasn’t heard anything from Paul Frazier yet on the Phil Nielson Trust. 

Todd is working on the solar panels.  Todd has the prices on the booster pump.  That was going to be solar only, but now with the battery we are on AC, so we can have a cheaper pump.  Joe mentioned having some water available out of the canal on days when town water is not sufficient.  Russ talked to someone that he has five shares of water from the canal.  The canal people said he is on the wrong side of the canal.  Mike says we can apply for a change of use, but they are unlikely to want to change it as they just submitted paperwork.  Russ tried to let Elmo use some of the water as it was not being used.  Todd says the AC pump is $2330.  We need to order the pumps now before the cost goes up in April.  Mike says he may also be interested in buying one.  The solar pump will work AC or DC.  But now we can use the less expensive AC pump.  Russ can buy it with the ARPA funds now.  Chad also wants to get a trash pumper or two now. Todd will order the AC pump.  The pump belongs to the water system and not to the cemetery.  

Russ thought he could buy the round tables out of ARPA fund but could not, so the payment came out of the Parks Department.  

The Rees’s got a water bill for $4000 as their new meter was calibrated wrong.  It is digital.  The vender, Master Meter, will come and reprogram that.  The meter is compatible with remote read.  It is ready to tie in to our system when we change over to remote read meters.  

Mike has an item of business.  There was a meeting on the 28th that Clark went to.  There was an email that was sent to Chad and Clark, but Mike would like to be included as well.

Chad thinks that for the out-of-town water connections, we should hold a meeting and discuss it further.  He would like to have a private work meeting to discuss the issues.  Chad will coordinate that.  Minutes will not need to be taken on this private work meeting.  

Fire Department:  No discussion needed.

Town Hall and Park: The Town Hall is reserved by Stephine Bliss April 6th for a wedding reception. It is reserved by Debbie Tolbert June 11th for a wedding. 
Steven motioned we adjourn at 8:34 pm. seconds.  Trampis seconded.  All in favor, motion passed.


