Minutes April 4, 2022
A regular meeting of the Minersville Town Council was held on Monday April 4, 2022 at 5:00 pm at the Minersville Town Hall.
Council present:  Mayor Ward Dotson, Kevin Carter, Kalie Stringer, Brad Eyre and Brandon Wiseman.
Town Clerk Cherie Wood and Public works Barry Marshall
Visitors:  Rodney Carter, Trisa Carter, Dan Cluff

Opening prayer was given by Barry Marshall
Mayor Ward Dotson called the meeting to order at 5:03 pm

Minutes:  Kevin Carter made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 7, 2022 council meeting without additions or corrections, Kalie Stringer seconded the motion; all voted in favor, the motion passed.

Swimming Pool:  Mayor Dotson explained to the council that the pool manager Trina Robinson, Kalie Stringer and himself met with the lifeguard applicants and the assistant pool manager applicant the other night.  Everything went well and they would like to hire all the lifeguards and the pool manager applicant.  The council discussed the pay for the lifeguards that are returning and the new lifeguards along with the new assistant manager.  A raise for Trina Robinson the pool manager was also discussed.
Kalie Stringer made a motion to raise Trina Robinson the pool manager from $10.50 to $12.00 per hour, Kevin Carter seconded the motion; Kevin Carter voted yes, Kalie Stringer voted yes, Brad Eyre abstained, Brandon Wiseman voted no, Ward Dotson voted yes.  The motion passed.  
Kalie Stringer made a motion to hire Emberlyn Eyre as the assistant pool manager at the rate $10.00 per hour.  Brandon Wiseman seconded the motion; Kevin Carter voted yes, Kalie Stringer voted yes, Brandon Wiseman voted yes, Brad Eyre stated his conflict and abstained from voting, Ward Dotson voted yes.  The motion passed.
Brandon Wiseman made a motion to hire Brayden Evans, Alina Lurth and Haylee Marshall at $8.00 per hour as lifeguards at the Minersville pool if they pass the lifeguard certification course.  Brad Eyre               
Seconded the motion; all voted in favor, the motion passed. 
Brandon Wiseman made a motion to hire Laynie Hollingshead, Tavyn Hollingshead, Savannah Chadburn and Jocelyn Robinson as returning lifeguards also based on their lifeguard certification, and moving them up one step on the pay scale.  Kalie Stringer seconded the motion; all voted in favor, the motion passed.  Mayor Dotson approved the one late lifeguard application.  Mayor Dotson told the council if they did not approve, they could pull the application.  No one objected.

Dan Cluff thanked the council for their time.  Dan would like to know if the council is interested in having supervised students from SUU as a resource to offer support, advice and counsel on growing cities.  They would help with revision of city and planning codes, general plan revision, and other services.  Dan believes that this service would be a benefit to Minersville Town as these students have offered their services to other rural communities.  Roger Carter is the professor over these students and would be supervising them.  If the council would like Roger to come to a council meeting and further explain what services are available Dan would be willing to contact him to make the arrangements.  The Council agreed to meet with professor Roger Cater from SUU to see what services are available.

Kalie Stringer and Shannon Terry will be overseeing the easter egg hunt.  Kalie reported that the candy is here that the town purchases each year and Todds Market, Cater Cattle and American Made Painting has made donations to the celebration.  Mayor Dotson would like to approve 100.00 more from the town budget if needed. 

Barry Marshall has received his water certification.  Kevin Carter made a motion to give Barry Marshall a step on the pay scale raise for getting water certified, this will put him on the pay scale at $14.75 Kalie Stringer seconded the motion; all voted in favor, the motion passed. 

Quarterly budget review:  The budget was reviewed; the town clerk answered any questions that the council had.  Everything is within the budget as of March 2022.  

Water rights update:  Mayor Ward Dotson and Kevin Carter met with Nathan Moses from the Utah water rights division a few weeks ago.  Nathan told them that the 1.59 cfs water rights is just paper water.  What the historical study has proven and what the 40-year plans proves is that Minersville has only used 700-acre feet and will only need 700-acre feet in the 40-year plan.  Nathan believes if we put in an application to switch from cfs to acre feet the state will take some of the water rights away.  
Mayor Dotson does not want Minersville town to lose over 400-acre feet of the water rights that is rightfully ours.  Kevin Carter feels that one way to ensure that Minersville does not loose any water right is to fill out an application to recharge/recapture the water and prove that we use and need the entire 1158-acre feet which is the amount that would convert from the 1.59 cfs.  To recharge/recapture the town would have to pump the water during the winter months and put it back into the ground to recharge the aquifer. This process would be a big expense in electricity to run the pumps all winter when the town usually doesn’t need the extra water.  The council is unsure about this process.  Mayor Dotson would like to study this situation a little longer and see if there are any other options.  
Rodney Carter would like to know what the solution is going to be to take care of the contract that he has with the town to receive 520-acre feet of water to purchase.  Rodney feels like this has been postponed multiple times and he needs to know what is going to be done. 
Brad Eyre would advise the Town to work with Twin M, Jake with NRCS and Milford pumpers, get organized and fight as a group to fight for our water rights.  
Rodney Carter would also like to present the town with his check for $26,000.00 to uphold his part of the contract with the town. 
Mayor Dotson would like to table this and contact the towns attorney to see what he advises us to do before any decisions are made.

Sewer rate resolution:  The Town Clerk spoke to our town attorney and the towns auditor and they both agree that the sewer rate should not be lowered.  They advise that the money saved from not having a bond payment should be put into a capital improvement account and used for any upgrades or projects in the future.   
The council discussed their options and believe they can drop the sewer rate $2.00 this year to reduce the impact of raising the water rate and make a plan to raise it slightly each year in the future.  
Kevin Carter made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 4.5.22 A RESOLUTION SETTING SEWER RATES
Brad Eyre seconded the motion; all voted in favor, the motion passed.

Water rate resolution:  Water rates were discussed and the council decided to raise the base water rate up $6.00 to make sure the town had enough money to pay the new bond amount.  
Kalie Stringer made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 4.4.22 A RESOULUTION SETTING WATER RATES
Kevin Carter seconded the motion; all voted in favor, the motion passed.
Brandon Wiseman made a motion to set the 30-day late penalty rate at 10% in hopes it will make customers keep caught up on their water/sewer bills.  Brad Eyre seconded the motion; all voted in favor, the motion passed.

Fence ordinance:  Tabled 

Electronic Meeting resolution:  Kalie Stringer made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 3.2.22 
A RESOLUTION GOVERNING THE USE OF ELECTRONIC MEETINGS, Brandon Wiseman seconded the motion; all voted in favor, the motion passed.

Pay Bills:  The bills were reviewed and discussed, the Chevron bills were looked over and the council would like to see the Chevron bill made available each month not 5 months at a time.  July bill from Chevron is still not paid because the receipts have not been delivered to the town.  Cherie will have Brandon and Barry get a duplicate receipt every time they charge there.  Kevin Carter made a motion to pay the bills, Kalie Stringer seconded the motion; Brandon Wiseman voted yes, Kevin Carter voted yes, Brad Eyre voted yes to all the bills except the bill for Derrick Whipple the Water Title Guy he voted no on it, Kalie Stringer voted yes, Mayor Dotson voted yes.  Motion passed. 

Other Business: 
SLFR Funds:  The council discussed projects that this funding could be used for.  
Kalie Stringer would like to start on employee reviews.  

Brad Eyre made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Kalie Stringer seconded the motion; all voted in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15pm                                                                             Cherie C. Wood  


       

