





NEPHI CITY
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
April 5, 2022

The Nephi City Council  met in regular session in the council chambers of city hall located at 21 East 100 North at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 5, 2022.
Those present were:	
Mayor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Justin D. Seely 
Council Member. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..      Nathan Memmott 
Council Member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	Larry Ostler
Council Member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Jeramie Callaway
Council Member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	Skip Worwood 
Council Member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	John D. Parady 
City Administrator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Seth Atkinson 
City Attorney . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	Kasey L. Wright  
City Recorder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	Lisa E. Brough
 

Guests: Myrna Trauntvein (Press), Donald W. Ball, Cory Thomson, Wyat Penrod, Elsha Penrod, Ann Peterson, Tiffiny Lund, Terry Cook, Chelsie Wilkey, Martin Gilbert, Jamie Gilbert, John Hansen, Elizabeth Hansen, Abigal Hansen ,Ruth Hansen, Jody A. Gale, Karl Brough, Shari Cowan, Joel Cowan

Mayor Justin Seely opened the meeting and welcomed all present.

PRAYER:  Councilor Skip Worwood

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chelsie Wilkey

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED:

   Councilor Memmott moved to approve the consent agenda which included the approval of the minutes for the regular council meeting 3-15-22, work session minutes 3-22-22,  a list of claims on the warrant register dated 4-5-22 and the sale of burial rights to Bryon and Elaine Griffiths, and Larry Garrett.   Councilor Worwood  seconded the motion.  The motion passed on a unanimous vote.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

    Abigail Hansen addressed the council about how chickens are not allowed in her neighborhood. She said that she had come to the meeting to ask the council if they would be allowed to have chickens in their area.  She said that because of the high price of food chickens could help because they produce food. 
     Ruth Hansen spoke and echoed what her daughter had said about allowing chickens in their neighborhood.  She stated that chickens help control bugs, they provide food, they make good pets and are much quieter than her neighbor’s dogs and car alarm.  She said that she could go a block down the street and buy a plot in the cemetery that allows animal rights.
      Jamie Gilbert  spoke and said that she lives close to Main Street, and she is not allowed to have chickens.  She said she believes that chickens have a minimal impact on a neighborhood.  She stated that Nephi’s goal is to be a rural community and by allowing property owners to have chickens would help add to the rural feel of our community.  
    Terry Cook spoke and said that he lives in a neighborhood where chickens are allowed, and he thinks they are a benefit to the community. Mr. Cook agrees with having chicken and residents should have personal property rights to have chickens.
    Elsha Penrod lives on second south and as you look at the zoning map, directly across  the street from her home her neighbors have animal rights.  Her kids would love to have rabbits and they are not allowed and everyone around them have animal rights.  
     Larry Ostler is not against people having chickens and rabbits.  People have dogs.  The price of grain is very expensive to feed animals right now.  
    Ruth Hansen said that chickens and rabbits can eat from scraps.

   Tiffany Lund lives next to a neighbor who has chickens, and he keeps them in a coop and is responsible but would not like chickens running all around.  If you read the police beat, there are many animal nuisances that we are trying to control through the police department and if chickens are allowed everywhere in the city the animal control officer’s workload would increase substantially. 
  Martin Gilbert stated that if the city had appropriate codes and enforcement of the codes, it will not be an issue if people are good and do the right thing.  He said that we all share in a community.  Chickens can help with mental health issues.  It wouldn’t be any different than dogs and cats running around. 
   John Hansen who lives in Nebo Heights stated that there are some valid concerns and there is always people who that take advantage of systems in place.  Be careful to not take the guilty before innocent mentality.  To his knowledge, there hasn’t been a huge issue with chickens as of now.
  Karl Brough stated that if a chicken coop is not maintained, they can become a smell nuisance.  People would need to take care of their animals.
   Councilor Memmott said that we have animal right laws in place for larger lots.  We have designated animal rights zones for a reason.  Chickens are something that we should discuss.  It wouldn’t make sense to put large animals on small lots.  We need to think through all the ramifications.  
   Worwood said historically Nephi was a farming community but as the city has grown there has been a need to for more restrictions on animal rights.  If everyone takes care of their animals, then we would not have a problem.  He does not have a problem with chickens.
     Joel Cowan asked what the current code allows for chickens. 
     Councilor Memmott explained the current code. 

RODERICK NEPHI BUSINESS PARK PETITION (1) REJECTED AND RODERICK NEPHI BUSINESS PARK PETITION (2) ACCEPTED:

    City Recorder Lisa Brough presented a rejection letter for Roderick Nephi Business Park Petition that included the northern part of the Worthington property.  The petition was rejected because of the lack of a recordable map.  
     An annexation petition called Roderick Nephi Business Park (2) was present to the council. This petition included the entire parcel of the Worthington property.  Councilor Worwood moved to accept the petition and to allow it to move forward in the annexation process.  Councilor Ostler seconded the motion.  The motion passed on a unanimous vote. 

UDOT AGREEMENTS FOR FAA GRANTS APPROVED:

     Mr. Atkinson reviewed with the council two FAA grant agreements.  The two grants were the  Airport Coronavirus Response Grant and the Airport Rescue Grant.  UDOT would be the state agency administering these grants.  Councilor Parady moved to authorize the Mayor to sign the two FAA Grant agreements.  Councilor Worwood seconded the motion.  The motion passed on a unanimous vote.  

QUITCLAIM DEED FOR PROPERTY NEAR HOSPITAL:

    Mr. Atkinson updated the council that when the hospital was originally constructed, there was a three-way deal between the city, the hospital administration, and the school district.  At the time, the city owned property where the hospital is located and there was a small parcel that shows on the county records still being owned by the city.  The parcel is on the north side of the hospital properties and is near their stormwater pond.  Mr. Atkinson stated that it is highly unlikely the city would ever have a need for the property and will provide a benefit for the hospital. 
    Councilor Memmott moved to authorize the Mayor to sign the quitclaim deed for the property near the hospital.  Councilor Callaway seconded the motion.  The motion passed on a unanimous vote. 

PROPERTY SURPLUS DECLARATION PROCESS DISCUSSED:

    Mr. Atkinson reviewed with the council the process of declaring real property surplus property.  The council has been discussing developing or selling some property known as the “Greenhalgh Property” on the southwest end near the 222-freeway exit.  To allow this property to be sold, it must first be declared surplus.  Most small properties owned by the city have not fallen into this category.  The state requires  that prior to “...disposing of a significant parcel of real property the municipality shall:”
Provide 14 days’ notice for public comment
Provide an opportunity for public comment
The city’s code defines a significant parcel in Title 1-12-1 as: “a parcel of real property owned by the city that has a fair market value of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) or more or an annual fair market lease value of seventy-five thousand dollars ($75,000.00) or more.”  The city code also defines a reasonable notice as 14 days.  The council agreed to hold a public comment opportunity/public hearing at their April 19th meeting.  At this time the Council could then declare the property surplus.  

ADMINISTRATION AND CITY COUNCIL UPDATES:

     Mr. Atkinson reported that a Regional Growth Summit will be held on May 10, 2022, in Richfield.
     Mr. Atkinson said that he had inadvertently left two action items off the agenda and asked the council if a regular meeting could be opened next week at the work session to act on a zone change and a development agreement. 
   City Attorney Kasey Wright asked if the council had any question about the Hive project.  Councilor Memmott asked about how the draft agreement with the school district was coming along.  Mr. Wright answered that Superintendent Hughes was reviewing the agreement and Mr. Atkinson stated that the city is having outside legal counsel reviewing the agreement.  Councilor Parady said that there is concern with the scheduling of the Hive. 
    Councilor Memmott said that the UMPA conference was one of the best conferences he had attended.  He stated that there is great benefit to the City owning its own Power Department and its association with UMPA. 
    Mayor Seely echoed Councilor Memmott on how beneficial the UMPA conference was.  
    Mayor Seely also stated that he had been hearing from employees on taking care of them financially and he stated that he realizes we have limited resources.  
    Mayor Seely complimented Councilor Ostler for his dedication to the council and for being to the meeting and carrying out his responsibilities so soon after having major surgery.

MEETING ADJOURNED:

     Councilor Ostler moved to adjourn regular council meeting and convene into executive session to discuss the character and competence of an individual, real property, and water shares.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.


WORK SESSION:

Work Session convened at 9:06 p.m.

1. The council discussed draft revisions to the Combined Use zone, the ID-3 zone, and the definition for "open space.”  The council had some concerns about the height requirements in the ID-3 zone. 

2. The council discussed grants available for trail systems and the idea of putting mountain bike trails in Rees Flat property owned by the city.  

3. Mayor Seely brought up the idea of using high school interns for the summer. 

4. The council agreed to direct the Planning Commission to discuss the chicken/animal rights issue and bring back some recommendations to the council.

5. Councilor Parady moved to adjourn the work session meeting.  Councilor Ostler seconded the motion.  The motion passed on a unanimous vote.

       Meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m.
__________________________							Justin D. Seely, Mayor
ATTEST:
_____________________________
Lisa E. Brough, City Recorder
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