Loa Town & Waterworks

80 West Center ~ P.O. Box 183 ~ Loa, UT  84747

Phone 435.836.2160 ~ Fax 435.836.2266

Mayor – Cody Grundy, Town Clerk – Michelle Brian
Loa Town & Waterworks Council Meeting                                              March 10, 2022
Mayor Grundy opens the meeting. Town board members present: Ryan Rees is present, Chris Olsen is present, Bart Brian is present, Matt Morgan is present, and Michelle Brian is present.  
Visitors: Don Bone, Sunrise Engineering, Commissioner Blackburn, Josh Brown, Jeannie Webster, Sherriff Jensen
Business Items:
Michelle says that there was only one person who applied for the open position to be the town board member until the next election. That person was Don Bone. He was interviewed by the board and accepted to join the board. The mayor calls for a motion to accept Don Bone as the newest member on the town board. Bart motions to accept Don Bone as a member on the town board. Chris seconds the motion to accept Don Bone as a member on the town board. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. Michelle swears Don Bone into office of town board member. 
Arsenic results for February: well #2 is .88, well #3 is .102 and blend is .90 

Michelle brought up the Peterson Plumbing bill that the town board had been holding off on paying until all the meters were up and running. Brad asked if they could pay them in good faith knowing that he would make sure they all worked correctly. At this point, there are still about 25 or so not working. They still don’t feel right about paying the entire amount, but they would settle on doing half now and half later. The total was around $64,000 so they will pay 32,000 now. 

The mayor calls for a motion to pay half of the invoice on the new meter system now and half when everything is up and running. Ryan motions to pay half of the outstanding invoice to Peterson Plumbing for now and half when things are all working. Bart seconds the motion to pay half now on the Peterson Plumbing invoice and half when things are all working. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. Michelle will go print the check and have them sign it. 
Matt said that during the water project, Jacksons damaged a water tap by Christina Brown’s business with some equipment and it flooded leaving a hole. Christina said that she noticed the leaking a few days after they left and that it was fine before they did work there. She had a plumber come fix it. He told her that it looked like it had the tap been hit or knocked by something. She called and told Michelle about it and that there was still kind of a hole that she wanted fixed, so her customers did not fall. Jacksons fixed the hole, and this item was brought up at the work meeting. Jacksons agreed to pay for the plumbing that had to take place. Michelle had sent the bill to Sunrise, and they had Jackson’s take care of it. Matt just discussed the water project and how things were progressing. He just got back from water conference and there is a new lead and copper rule coming down from the EPA. It is going to be kind of ugly. They expect the customer side pipe to be noted as to what kind of pipe they have. If there are any galvanized pipes going into homes, they want them replaced. If they do not know what is in the ground, then they will deem it as lead and say it needs to be replaced too. They want the town to have an action plan and submit it and then the EPA may help fund some of the replacements for the homeowner to get rid of the galvanized pipe. Jacksons is keeping track of what they see in the ground right now when they do the setters so that will help the town know what ones will need to be replaced. The list and action plan will need to be submitted by 2024. Hopefully, they can get some funding so that it will not be so expensive for the homeowner to get them up to code. Matt is still waiting on signs so he can do the school ones and others that need to be replaced. Chris brought up that there are several potholes that really need to be addressed. Bart said that he thought it would be a good idea for the town to have door knockers. They are papers that can be hung on the doorknob to give information to the customers. This would be great during the water project if they cannot get someone to answer but they want to leave them with information. He suggested Michelle check with south central and see where they get theirs made. It might be good for future projects and notifications. 
Sunrise came to give an update on how the water project is coming along. Jacksons are installing meter setters, meter boxes and doing some service line reconnects. Currently, we are 58% complete and have spent $1,570,000. They anticipate change orders in the amount of $124,500. They have some items still to allow for in the future spending for flowable fill, asphalt and some additional pipe. They anticipate their contingency to be about $280,000. Their contract completion date was set for April 10, 2022 but it looks like they will need to extend that by 2 months. They have the SCADA system still left to do and the tank site meter vault to install. The board discussed options for places to install the remaining pipe with out by Desi’s being a priority to get rid of that 4-inch line that freezes across that field. They talked about some other possibilities too. They will know more when the project gets closer to the end.  
Commissioner Blackburn, Josh Brown, Jeannie Webster and Sherriff Jensen came on behalf of the Fire District. This idea of joining forces and becoming one fire district started in 2017 but it never got finished. They had a few people leave that were kind of in charge of it so it kind of fell apart. Then, they came over a year ago to try again, but they never actually got any paperwork done and signed between the town and the Fire District. Again, there was never an agreement made and signed by both parties, so they are starting over and hoping to do it right this time. They want to know what the town wants to be in that agreement. They currently have their own funding and have received a couple grants to help with employees. The mayor asked about SCBA’s and turnout gear. Jeannie said they do have a grant application turned in right now, but they have not heard back from them yet. Josh says every department needs turnout gear. The mayor said that their new county fire marshal took the SCBA’s off Loa’s truck and although they are old, he should not have taken them off. They agreed that they will not take anything off the trucks or out of the firehouse without Loa’s fire chief present to give permission to do so. Josh said that he thought they should have a lease agreement with the town on the firehouse and what is inside. Mayor asked if they planned to pay the heat bill. Josh said that may be a possibility. The mayor said right now Loa Town is paying for everything that has to do with the firehouse. They aren’t getting money from the county now other then they are insuring the trucks. The town is paying for the insurance on the building and the town has also gotten their own grants and paid for everything else. They are not dependent on the county like some of the other fire departments. Bart said that he thinks that if they do this, then they need to go through everything in the building and list it all at the beginning of the lease and then at the end of the lease they know what they had and what has changed during the lease. Josh felt like the regular maintenance could be the town’s responsibility but then the county could cover any damages that happen. The county would be leasing the building and all the equipment in it. The agreement just needs to be something that both parties can feel good about. Michelle asked if they were going to list all the things in each fire house and all the equipment inventory, so that each fire department knew what they each had. The mayor would like the Loa trucks and bigger equipment kept in the Loa fire department. The smaller things would not matter as much. Josh said if Loa wanted to do an inventory list, then they can put that in the agreement. Things on the fire truck should stay with the truck. The mayor mentioned the county bill that they received for insurance on the firehouse. They told them that it was how the district is being funded, by billing for every building so that is why they got a bill. The mayor said so would the county and town just do a trade on that? They decided it would be better for accounting purposes to just each pay rather than trade fees. Bart asked how quickly does this agreement need to be done? Can the county go and write up something and then come back next month to discuss it further? Josh said yes there is not a big rush, they just want to get it done right this time. They talked about doing the lease agreement in a five-year term. The group will come back next month and discuss things further. 
Michelle mentioned the leak that Jill Albrecht Stingley had a few months ago, she gave the one-time credit that the town allows, but due to the nature of the leak and Jill not living here it ran into the next month too. This was a big bill, she wanted to know if they would give her one more credit. The leak is fixed but they had to tear a lot of stuff out because of the extensive damage from the water. The mayor said yes due to the circumstances and the fact that she does not live in Utah, they should give her another credit. The mayor calls for a motion to give Jill Albrecht Stingley another credit. Ryan motions to give her another credit. Bart seconds the motion to give her another credit. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. Michelle will let her know. 
Mayor Grundy asks for motion to approve February minutes. Chris motions to accept the February minutes. Ryan seconds the minutes for February. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. 
Ryan mentioned that they need to make sure we put the cemetery cleanup on next month’s agenda. Michelle will do that. 
Mayor Grundy asks for a motion to approve the accounts payable March. Ryan motions to approve the accounts payable for March, Don seconds the motion. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. 
Mayor Grundy asks for a motion to approve the new savings account at Cache Valley Bank to cover the final payment that bond requires them to have with their CIB loan. Chris motions to set up the new savings account at Cache Valley Bank that CIB requires that they have for their water loan bond. Bart seconds the motion to set up a savings account at Cache Valley Bank that CIB requires that they have for their water loan bond. All others vote in favor. Michelle tells Bart and the mayor that they will need to go in the bank with her and get the account signed up. 
Michelle said that she did not have anyone put in for the crosswalk, but her daughter MaKayla offered to help and finish out the school year for them if they wanted her to. Then, Michelle received a phone call from Natalie Jensen today and she said if they could not find anyone that she would do it. It was too late for Michelle to have her on the agenda to come tonight, but she wanted to let the board know that she offered too. They were thrilled with both and decided to have Natalie Jensen do it full time since MaKayla does not know if she will be her next fall and then have MaKayla be her back up for now. Natalie has already had a background check and works for the school district already so that is even better news. They told her to let them both know they are hired for the job. The mayor calls for a motion to hire Natalie Jensen as the crosswalk attendant and MaKayla Williams as her backup. Ryan seconds the motion to hire Natalie Jensen as crosswalk attendant and MaKayla Williams as her backup. They discussed pay and felt that $20 morning and $20 in the afternoon was a good amount to do. They had talked about the $40 a day last month and they feel good about that wage.

Ryan is addressing the board on behalf of Harward and Rees Construction. They have put in their gravel pit and the town gave them permission to use their own existing meters in town if they needed water to spray things down. He would like to see how they feel about them using the hydrants that are closer to their property to draw water from and pay the town for the water used. The town has allowed other contractors to pull water from hydrants and Matt just meters what they pull. They have charged the others $1 for every 1,000 gallons they pull. This helps to flush the line out there, so they see no problem with allowing them to use the hydrants that are there. They are not doing something that they have not allowed before with other contractors and companies. The mayor calls for a motion to allow Harward and Rees Construction to use water from the hydrant closest to their property for their gravel pit and be charged $1 per 1,000 gallons used. Bart motions to allow Harward and Rees Construction to use water from the hydrant closest to their property for their gravel pit and be charged $1 per 1,000 gallons used. Chris seconds this motion. All others vote in favor with Ryan abstaining from the vote. Motion carries. 
Ryan mentions that he thinks the board should hire a secretary for the planning and zoning commission to take some time and pressure off Michelle. She has a lot going on with town matters and the planning and zoning is taking up a lot of that time. The person could be a secretary for planning and zoning and help Michelle in the office a little too. The board agrees that it would be good to have someone help part time. The planning and zoning is turning into a bigger job all the time and it takes a lot of Michelle’s time looking things up and calling people. The board all think this is a good idea. Ryan asked if one of the members of the planning and zoning could also serve as a secretary. Michelle said that’s how Bicknell does theirs. She is not sure if she is also a voting member or just the secretary, but Michelle can ask them. That might also be an option. They will discuss things more next month and make decisions next month. 
Michelle mentioned that they really should look more into getting a website for the town. There are a few places that she has looked into, but she will look more if they feel like its something they want to do. 

Bart said we need to start getting bids out for cement on main street sidewalks too, between the sidewalk and the curb. They talked about doing it in front of the Veteran’s memorial and in front of the Leo Williams house first. Bart said that they could start with three blocks or something. The mayor said we need to measure and give details to bid it out. 

Bank recs., standard financial reports, deposits, and delinquent water list are all approved by signature of all town board members. Michelle also has them make sure all the checks written match the reconciliation’s as well.
Information Items:
Michelle reminds them about the six-county meeting on March 15 at 3 pm for whoever can come, and she will remind them the night before. 

Michelle informs the town board that Entrada called her and told her that they have artists coming in May that do artwork on the sidewalks, and they would like to include Loa in that if they would be interested. They would have kids be involved and it is a fun day celebrating art. Michelle does not know if they use chalk or what to do the artwork with. They also have a grant that give them money to do a small mural on a building and they were thinking that the building behind the firehouse would be the perfect size for this project if Loa Town was interested. They would come to the board prior and discuss more. They just wanted to give them the heads up about these things and then they would talk more about it. 
No other information was discussed.

The mayor asks if anyone wants to make a motion to adjourn. Bart makes a motion that they adjourn. Ryan seconds it. All vote in favor. Motion carries.  
Meeting Adjourned.
