 MINUTES OF THE VERNON TOWN COUNCIL meeting held 3 February 2022

In attendance:  Mayor John Olson, Mike Cheatham, Stephanie Loder,
Scott Livingston, and Darrell E. Holden
Attorney: Rob Clegg
Secretary:  Melinda Johnson
Citizens: Shar Manzione, Rodney Manzione, Kendall Thomas, Norberto Aranda (TCSO), Jalynn Livingston, Dylan Livingston, Jayse Livingston

Pledge led by Mike Cheatham


1. Motion made by Darrell E. Holden to approve the minutes of the 6 January 2022 Town Council meeting; motion seconded by Mike Cheatham.  All approved. 

2. Public comments: 

Kendall Thomas said we are well served by our mayor. They met with Governor Cox and John stepped up to make sure that we got acknowledged.

3. Sheriff’s Office report:  There was a burglary on the 26th of January.

After January’s meeting an email was sent out about our concerns of speeding and stops signs. On the 19th and 21st of January they sent someone out to patrol; there were two violations on speeding and stop signs.

4. Fire Department Report:  Joe Mannino is absent. For safety reasons there is $6,945 worth of work that needs to be done. This item was tabled.

At this point in the meeting the mayor addressed our issues with receiving money because of the lack of proper filing of financial reports. We are working on this issue, but until it is resolved we put a moratorium on spending for the next two months. We will pay our bills, but other spending is put on hold. 

Joe would like to create a building with ARPA money. Darrell said we would 	
Need a full bid for that. The FD said they would put in a lot of volunteer work on this building. Darrell said volunteer work is great, but we need professional help as well (engineering).

Rob advised that we need an application with reasons on why the project should use ARPA funds. 

There was debate about what is and isn’t covered under ARPA. Kendall thought the pumps were allowed (that Joe previously spoke about using ARPA money for). Kendall said Allison McCoy and Bucky Whitehouse are good ARPA contacts. Kendall said he would try and find a contact person for us if they (Allison or Bucky) couldn’t answer our questions.

Melinda will add this to the agenda for next month’s meeting.

Connex container has been donated. Can they get approval to place it? The FD would like to use it for fire training purposes. Rush Valley, Stockton, will also use it and each entity would help with the budget. They would build a wall, light a fire, and put it out.

Darrell said training is great but there are some concerns about it.

Rob said it could be an attractive nuisance. Rob asked Shar if it would be a conditional use, Shar said yes.

Shar asked if the FD could just use it for storage. The consensus was yes, if we keep it within the fence. 

FD asked for Dive Suits that was for a training. John approved $500 deposit for Joe, but needs approval to pay for the remainder of the suits. They have already been ordered. Motion made by Darrell E. Holden to approve payment of the remaining balance on the dive suits and food for the training; motion seconded by Mike Cheatham.  All approved. 

Darrell commented that the moratorium on spending included the FD. Melinda will add CPA and budget to the agenda on the March meeting.
5. Resolution to change Douglas to Main. 

There is a discrepancy here. Rob checked with Jerry Houghton and there has not been anything recorded that makes the change. Livingston’s received their address from the County and it shows it as North Main.  Darrell is going to make an appointment with Jerry Houghton to check on all roads in the town for what the county has down as the name. 

Once we get this resolved we will have to have public comment on the name change, it will need to be added to the agenda and newspaper as a public hearing.

Rob wrote up a resolution (Melinda needs to forward any emails from Rob to the council) but until we find out what is recorded with the county, we will table this discussion.


6. John Olson:  Council of Government: 

John met with Governor Cox in Tooele. This discussed our roads. The Governor said there are two locations in Utah with catastrophic roads and Vernon is one of them (He remembered them from his visit here when he was running for Governor). John said we need 8 or 9 miles of road help. Governor Cox advised John to get with his Economic Rural Development aide after the legislative session.

COG grant money for the roads. Jake Clegg sent an update. Prices were pretty high. 

John will be on the Block Grant Committee and COG transportation sub committee

We need to add Rocky Mountain Power to the agenda in March. An update to the franchise agreement is needed. Melinda will forward email to town council.

John had a question on changing names on the emails. It was suggested to talk to Rick Shumway or Dennis Clark. Melinda tried it on her computer, it wasn’t working (UPDATE: It since has started working – Melinda can help you with this).

It would be great if you can put a budget together for your areas of concentration. We need to make sure we have line items for 4-H, PTO, etc. If we start working on this, we will be able to make a good budget when it comes time.

John would really like Melinda to make the website a priority. Take pictures of council members at the next meeting, and Kendall advised a small biography of each member as well. 


Cemetery: none.

   	 Scott Livingston:  Treasurer:  Hoping to get everything under control and up-to-date soon

             Water:  Need grant money. They need a grant person on their board to work with Stephanie.  John said we might be able to get access to professional grant writing.

Stephanie Loder:   Planning Commission: Meeting scheduled for end of month and work meeting too. 

They are going to have an open house meeting to look at what people want for the general plan. 

Shar and John went to a meeting with Mike Hansen. He can provide training and really help. They helped develop Manilla and Cedar Valley’s plans.

Everyone is invited to attend the work meeting on Tues at 7pm. 

	Grants: Nothing new

Darrell E. Holden: Roads – Darrell found we could get the flashing signs on Amazon for less money. Under $1,000.  Texas A&M – studies show they may not be beneficial. Let hold on the purchase of signs right now.

Scott will have a contract to us by the March meeting for snow removal.
Park & Rec: Darrell will ask a couple of residents to be over the 4th of July.
	Mike Cheatham:    Animal Control: The dog license will be in Feb. advertise from 10-11 and he will stay after if needed. Darrell advised to send to everyone with a PO Box.  Darrell will send a document to Mike and Melinda.

         Ambulance/Emergency Management: Mike and John are going to an Emergency Management meeting next week.


7. Other Business: Rob said he looked into the FD becoming Special Service District and it would entail quite a bit. 
The discussion turned to the FD joining forces with South Tooele. Kendall said there will be a meeting shortly that will give more information on this. Kendall said the county will not be able to provide the money to the FD that they have been in the past. There are many questions and discussion needed on this topic. It would be on the ballot; we would have to vote join it. It would be funded with a special tax. That is what the concern has always been. If the county decided to pull our funding, then we can play hardball with the county and say if we don’t get your financial support then we don’t leave town. The majority of our calls are to support the county, not our town. If we are funding ourselves, then we can’t afford to help everyone else out. We need more help. Kendall said they would try and find a way to find the budget if that is what we lose. There will always be kick back when you talk about raising taxes. 

      8. Review and Approve Town Bills: Motion made by Darrell E. Holden to approve the payment of Town bills.    
       Motion seconded by Scott Livingston.    All approved.

     9. Motion made by Darrell E. Holden to adjourn;
        Motion seconded by Mike Cheatham.  All approved.

Next meeting 3 March 2022



__________________________________    ______________________________
Mayor						Clerk
