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	                         Council Regular Meeting, March 15, 2022                    

[image: RC_logo_2955]Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Riverdale City Council held Tuesday, March 15, 2022, at 6:00 p.m., at the Civic Center, 4600 S Weber River Dr., Riverdale City, Weber County, Utah.

Present: 	City Council: 		Braden Mitchell, Mayor 
				Alan Arnold, Councilmember
			Bart Stevens, Councilmember
					Steve Hilton, Councilmember
					Anne Hansen, Councilmember
					Karina Merrill, Councilmember		
					
City Employees:		Steve Brooks, City Attorney
			Mike Eggett, Community Development
			Jared Sholly, Fire Department
			Shawn Douglas, Public Works
			Scott Brenkman, Police Department
Michelle Marigoni, City Recorder
			Chris Stone
			Miranda Rizzi	

Visitors:			Marie Nye	Thomas Jenks	Melissa Jenks
			Tamra Ellis	Brent Ellis	Lori Fleming
			Norm Searle	Jake Tate	Ted Heap		
					
[bookmark: _Hlk76632571]											
		
Welcome & Roll Call

The City Council meeting began at 6:00p.m. Mayor Mitchell called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance, including all Council Members, City Staff, and all members of the public. 


Pledge of Allegiance

Mayor Mitchell asked Norm Searle to lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
	

Moment of Silence 

Mayor Mitchell called for a moment of silence in and asked those in attendance to keep in mind first responders and the role they play in keeping us safe, as well as military and city council as they make decisions. Also keep in mind the world leaders and people of Ukraine.  

Public Comment

There was no public comment. 
	
Presentations and Reports

Mayor’s Report
Mayor Mitchell asked Mike Eggett to speak about the grant received for the general plan update. Mr. Eggett explained the grant would pay for $70,000 with the city matching $30,000. 

City Administration Report
Department Reports February – Sales tax remains strong. Budget is in good shape, the only overage at this point is fuel costs. He highlighted a few of the police department’s cases. Court cases are picking up with Covid declining. 
March Anniversaries Employee Recognition – Camille Tesch is a wonderful employee and is having an 18th anniversary. Miranda Rizzi runs the senior center and is at 8 years. 
Staffing Authorization Plans – no movement. 
Community Development Report

Recognition of former Mayor Norm Searle and Councilmember Brent Ellis.
Mayor Mitchell spoke about how much time they have spent serving the city, approximately 35 years between the two. 
Mr. Brooks expressed appreciation for Chris Stone taking photos and putting together files and photos. Mr. Stone presented Mr. Ellis with a DVD of the Centennial Celebration and a flash drive with photos and videos from his time in office.  Mr. Brooks and Mayor Mitchell presented a gift and flag and thanked him for his service. 
Marie from the Senior Center presented Mayor Searle a gift on behalf of the senior center board and expressed her appreciation for his work, especially during the Covid-19 lockdown. 

Miranda Rizzi thanked Mayor Searle and told a story about him helping at the center. 

Chief Brenkman recognized him for his leadership and unwavering support of the police department. He spoke about how supportive Mayor Searle was during some of their most difficult times. He thanked Mayor Searle for trusting his judgement and allowing him to do his job. Chief Brenkman presented a gift as well. 

Chief Sholly spoke about the support, follow up, and friendship Mayor Searle had provided him as a new fire chief. 

Mr. Brooks presented a gift to Mayor Searle and spoke about past experiences. Landslide, tornado, Covid. Difficult times during Mayor Searle’s time. He expressed his appreciation and gratitude. 

Mayor Mitchell spoke about their friendship and thanked Mayor Searle for setting an example of how to be a great mayor. He thanked him for handing off the city in great shape. 

Mayor Searle said he retired 20 years ago and never thought he would be involved in city government and told how he ended up on the planning commission and went from there to council and then mayor. He thanked everyone for the recognition and gifts. He said everyone together has done great things, but the best thing has been the friendships and wished everyone the best. He thanked the city staff and council for their hard work and said Riverdale has the best employees. 

Report and notice of certification on AFCU petition for annexation.

Mr. Eggett explained this is checking a box on the process of the annexation request. This is notice of certification of the application. 	

Consent Items

Consideration to approve meeting minutes from:
March 1, 2022 Council Work Session
March 1, 2022 Council Meeting

	Mayor Mitchell asked if there were any changes to the minutes from the March 1 meetings. There were no changes. Councilmember Arnold made a motion to approve the minutes, Councilmember Hilton seconded the motion. All were in favor and the minutes were approved. 


Consideration to ratify the Planning Commission Election results for Kathy Eskelsen as Chair and Robert Wingfield as Vice Chair of the Planning Commission. 

Councilmember Arnold made a motion to ratify the Planning Commission election results. Councilmember Hansen seconded the motion. All were in favor. 


Discussion and consideration of completing a community survey.

Mr. Brooks explained this was requested to be on the agenda by Ms. Hansen and Mr. Arnold. There was discussion about the best way to go about it, such as online surveys, mailing, etc. He said the staff are looking for guidance. 

Ms. Hansen explained with newer ways to reach out, a better response from more demographics could be obtained. 
She said she wants to use it to gauge the level of service, show the public that council has listened. Suggested possibilities of weekly or monthly outreach, links, and QR codes for those not using social media. She mentioned she wanted to get the process started and that is why she wanted to have the discussion. She feels this could be used to educate the residents, which will make it easier for Council to make good decisions. 

Mr. Arnold mentioned he is supportive of Ms. Hansen’s ideas, but not necessarily the surveys in the way they were completed last time. He spoke about getting information out through social media; the information gathered from the comments is sufficient in lieu of a survey. He said he would be supportive if there is a consensus but would prefer not to spend money on this. 

Ms. Hansen said the purpose should be to open communication and dialogue. 

Mrs. Merrill agreed that people who want to say something, will. She said it is important to tap into different demographics as well, and that many people’s views may have changed on items over the last 8 years. 

Mr. Arnold reminded council that citizens generally don’t have intricate knowledge of how the city works, and that people tend to have different things that are important to them without understanding the consequences and what may need to be given up for those things. 

Mr. Stevens said he has always been leery of surveys. He asked what the point would be of these general ideas of getting feedback. He noted the citizen’s Facebook page is effective, as it motivated two council members to get an item on the last meeting’s agenda. 

	Mr. Cardon said many times it will have budget impacts and suggested a small amount of funds be allocated in the budget for future information gathering and public outreach such as surveys, mailings etc. as needed. 

	Mr. Stevens spoke about the difference between surveys and education. 

	Mr. Arnold said he is supportive of having a budget item for public outreach at the discretion of Mr. Cardon. Mr. Hilton and Ms. Hansen agreed. 

Mr. Cardon suggested a consensus for allocating a nominal amount of funds in the budget for public outreach to be discussed during the next strategic planning meeting. 

Mr. Stevens stated his opposition; all other councilmembers agreed to add it to the tentative budget. 


Discussion regarding 2022 water restrictions.

Mr. Douglas described the proposed water restrictions from Weber Basin, which include not watering until May and only watering once per week from the beginning, as well as a 10% decrease in water usage inside the home. He asked for direction or guidance regarding the splash pad and asked council to begin thinking about it. 

He said Weber Basin is not opposed to the city keeping some spaces green, such as the park, and noted once per week watering would result in the need to close the parks, as well as potential damage from fertilization, and weed control issues. 

Mr. Stevens asked about the amount of water Riverdale has on their own. Mr. Douglas explained the city has water shares, but that only a certain amount of water is allocated to the city based on reservoir levels. 

Mr. Arnold said he feels Mr. Douglas is the expert on this, and that council’s job is to support public works in doing their job the way it should be done. He said he will support Mr. Douglas in whatever he feels is the right thing to do. Mr. Douglas thanked him for the support and said he will have more information in April and asked Council to be thinking about it until then. Mr. Brooks noted this affects many different programs and departments and said he feels it would be irresponsible to open the splash pad, and that the long-term health of the parks is important. 

Mr. Hilton said he thinks it’s important for this to be brought forward with the information and expressed support for Mr. Brooks and Mr. Douglas. Mayor Mitchell brought up the water rates and suggested Council look at changing the rates to financially motivate people to conserve water. Mr. Douglas said he will be working with Weber Basin on drought rate structures. 

Mr. Stevens said he doesn’t think Council will receive many complaints about the restrictions as this is a statewide problem that will be well broadcasted. 

Mayor Mitchell asked if there was a consensus for city staff to look into water restrictions. There was a unanimous consensus for Mr. Douglas to have the ability to make these decisions. 


Action Items
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1. Consideration of Resolution #2022-10 awarding a bid to Post Asphalt and Construction for the 950 West Improvement Project, in an amount not to exceed $319,794.75 

Discussion: Mr. Douglas went over the executive summary and explained the project. There were no questions from Council. 

	Motion: Councilmember Arnold moved to approve Resolution #2022-10 as written. 
	Second: Councilmember Hilton. 
	Roll Call Votes: 
		Councilor Hansen:	Yes
		Councilor Arnold:		Yes
		Councilor Hilton:		Yes
		Councilor Stevens:	Yes	
		Councilor Merrill: 		Yes
 

2.	Consideration of Resolution #2022-11 awarding a bid to Skyview Excavation for the 4600 South Roadway 	Improvement and Extension Project, in an amount not to exceed $1,060,375.80.	
		 
Discussion: Mr. Douglas went over the executive summary and explained the project. He noted he feels comfortable with Skyview, though we have not worked with them in the past. 

Mr. Arnold said he does not like the idea of this project, as the road will be used before the bridge is built. He worries about the money being put in to the road and then affected by the construction project with Bach Homes. Mr. Brooks spoke about the development agreement being able to address that. Mr. Arnold said he would like this to be used as leverage to negotiate about having a park put in. 

	Mr. Brooks said he is supportive of getting the project done before the cost gets even higher. 

	Motion: Councilmember Arnold moved to approve Resolution #2022-11 as written. 
	Second: Councilmember Hilton
	Roll Call Votes:
		Councilor Hilton:		Yes
		Councilor Stevens:	Yes
		Councilor Hansen:	Yes
		Councilor Merrill:		Yes
		Councilor Arnold:		Yes

Comments

1. City Council: Councilor Stevens asked for information regarding a property tax increase to be put on an agenda soon. Mr. Cardon said it could be done along with the tentative budget process and addressed in strategic planning. Mr. Brooks said it will still need two councilmembers to add it. Mayor Mitchell said he will add it to the next strategic planning meeting agenda. 

2. City Staff: Mr. Brooks talked about the water share requirement for development. He said staff have met with the state regarding a separate requirement for multi-family housing units. 

3. Mayor: 

· Expressed appreciation for Chris Stone. 
· Recognized Shawn Douglas in Public Works and the work done on replacing the streetlights. 

Adjournment.

	Having no further business to discuss, Councilmember Arnold made a motion to adjourn. The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Hilton and all voted in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 7:23 p.m.
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