Emery County Public Lands Meeting
November 5, 2013
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

Present:  
PLC:  Ed Geary, Jon Gilbert, Mark H. Williams, Rod Player, Chuck Semborski, Sherrel Ward, Bruce Wilson, Mistie Christiansen
PLC Staff: Ray Petersen, Tammy Tucker

Public:  Bryan Torgerson, Darren Olsen, Jay Shirley, Jonathan Hunt, Commissioner Horrocks, Vicky Miller, Mike McCandless, Wayne Ludington, Commissioner Nelson, Chris Conrad, Jaydon Mead, Matt Gochis, Matt Blocker, Sara Price, John Anderson, Marc Stilson, Paula Wellnitz, Scott Jackson, Colton Miles, Ken Theis, Ron Dean
Excused:  
1. Welcome:  Ed welcomed everyone and opened meeting.  
2.  Approval of Minutes:  Sherrel Ward made motion to accept the October 1, 2013 PLC Meeting Minutes as recorded, seconded by Rod Player, motion carried.  
3.  Chairman Comments:  Ed mentioned that in the last month there have been a couple of developments that potentially have impact on the management of public lands in Emery County.  A report in the Salt Lake Tribune reports that federal judges decision yesterday that throughout portions of the Richfield BLM Travel Plan on the grounds that it gave too much preference to off-road vehicles.  From the article SUWA did not get everything they wanted.  They had argued that the whole land use planning process was flawed but the Judge held that the process was acceptable but some of the results were not.  The court will supervise negotiations between BLM and other interested groups to correct this.  One good reason to have a statutory land use plan is that land use planning is not handled constantly by the courts.  The other development was an email from Ray which includes a link for the draft EIS for the protection of the Greater Sage Grouse.  Ed stated that there are very considerable impacts on us even though there is not much sage grouse habitat in Emery County.  There will be a public meeting in Price on December 5th and in Richfield on November 19th from 5:30-7:30pm.  The public comment period ends January 29, 2014. Emery County is supporting Alternative E which is the states plan.  
4.  County Commission Report on Land Use Bill:  Commissioner Nelson stated they are still moving forward.  Randy stated that some of the other counties that are involved have had public processes and have been successful.  They are starting to have some good public response with some the counties that they were concerned with.  Commissioner Nelson stated another issue is that some of the counties, in his assessment, are where Emery County was 10-12 years ago and have a lot work to do yet.  Commissioner Horrocks stated that the County has reserved the right to go forward with our language and bill if the multi-county bill falls through. 

Commissioner Nelson stated that the work on the debris basins is moving forward rapidly with contractors working on it. 

5.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM):  Chris Conrad reported that the Abandoned Mine Project has started.  They will be out in the Swell with some of the closures and in this phase they will be doing adits that are on the north side of I-70 and those on the south will be looked at in the 
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spring or summer of next year.  Their November mineral lease sale is on and the State Director is reviewing certain parcels. The Price Field Office has made their recommendations but they don’t know which ones will be included in the lease.
Ahmed Mohsen from the Associate Field Managers desk at the Price BLM Field Office handed out their monthly newsletter, the Recreation Insider.  They have been involved with a lot of volunteer programs.  On Saturday they were down on Justesen Flat putting up some kiosks and wanted to thank the recreation staff for reaching out to the volunteers and recruiting folks to help with the things that need to be done on the land.  They will try to have representation here for this meeting.  They work with Ray on a regular basis so this is not the only forum they discuss things with the county.  
Jaydon reported that they have installed a 3-tier kiosk at Little Wildhorse; 2 tier kiosk at exit 131 off of I-70; a single kiosk off of Hwy 6 at the Green River Cutoff Rd; a 3 – tier kiosk at Belleview Flats which is on the north end of Coal Wash; a 2 tier kiosk at Justesen Flat and have plans to install another kiosk on November 16th at Swasey’s Cabin and another 3-tier kiosk down by Temple Mountain.  They are always looking for volunteers and anyone who wants to be added to his mailing list you can email him to jmead@blm.gov and to also receive their newsletter.  
Division of Water Rights (DWRi):  Marc stated that there is not a lot of water rights activity in the county.  They had a call about some of the canals being abandoned by the irrigation companies and an inquiry regarding the fact that some of these canals act as storm water caches from water cutoff of public lands and that for years and years the canals have captured that storm water discharge and take that on down through the country and with some of the abandonment of some of the canals was is going to happen with the storm water.  There is no law that they know of that requires the irrigation company to keep the canals in place. There was a law last year that allows cities or counties to come in and assert an easement over the canals that they deem are important for still more drainage.  Fairview Lakes has been leaking badly for a number of years and a fair portion of the dam was removed and replaced.  Huntington debris basin construction is underway. There was another meeting on Millsite Dam looking at a timetable for getting started on enlargement, repair or upgrades that has been moved back to 2015.  The Blue Castle water rights trial ruling will be sometime in December.  Ray stated that the Annual Colorado River Water Users Association convention is scheduled for December 11-13th in Las Vegas and if anyone is interested he can give contact information.  
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  Luci reported that they are working closely with the BLM to get the San Rafael Project underway.  Tony Gallegos, who took a job in New Mexico, worked on this project for about ten years and Steve Fluke who is the current project manager and will be out onsite working with Chris Conrad.  In regards to the Birch Creek Fire up Ferron Canyon there is a fire that they identified in an abandoned underground coal mine.  It is not a threat to human life or to loss of any of the resource.  Their analysis is that it is smoldering and not burning.  They also have their Oral History Project and wanted everyone to know that they are collecting names of anyone who worked in the mines or closely associated with the mines and would like to get those names on a list and their historian will come and talk to them and record their history.  They will try to interview the eldest first.  
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR):  Jay reported that the Division released 250 pheasants to prepare for opening day on Saturday.  They will continue to release another 620 birds throughout the next three weeks mostly on their properties and Desert Lake.  They released 11,000 statewide and have contracted with Hatt’s Ranch to raise the birds.  Their biologists are busy doing big horn sheep surveys on all their units.  The deer hunt harvest numbers were up and the animals are in good condition.  
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Recent gill netting was completed and included Joes Valley and Electric Lake.  There were all sizes of Tiger Muskee. Someone posted on Big Fish that a 40” tiger Muskee was taken.  Highlight at Electric Lake was a 10” Kokinee.  
They will hold their Regional Advisory Council Meeting (RAC) on Wednesday the 13th in Green River.  They have hired Joel Christensen fulltime with 50% of his time allocated to Desert Lake.  The Coyote program is still ongoing.

School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA): Bryan stated that a few months ago that he and Scott Bartlett met with the County Road Department to talk about CIB funding for the perfection of easements on class D roads across trust lands.  The Road Departments main concern was that they didn’t want their future allocation from CIB.  The Division was able to put them in proper communication with the CIB leadership that let them know that this is a unique situation through CIBs eyes and they are not going to hold that against counties and that funding was approved in the summer CIB meeting.  The funding will remain in the county because the funds had to come from CIB has to go to the Special Service District so that the Counties Pilt Money is not reduced by that same amount.  
SITLA has been involved with several field trips with congressional representatives from Congressman Bishops office and all serious parties that have been involved including the environmental groups all recognize the importance of trading trust lands out in these areas where they want to create wilderness.  All the field trips have gone well.
Bryan has been working closely with Mike McCandless on the Green River Industrial Park to finalize a sale of 80 acres that will go to the oil refinery and are working on getting the contract in place that will transfer ownership and also working on easements.  

Emery County will be affected by their 5600 West Exchange with the DWR.  DWR has land in the heart of Salt Lake City and they are going to exchange that land with various SITLA land throughout the whole state.  The first phase is done and did not involve Emery County.  The second phase affects Emery County and those properties are the Desert Lake areas and out by Emery Farm and know that Emery County’s concerns are easements and perfection of roads so access can continue.  

Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF):  Darren reported that they received $600,000 to continue the Seely Fire mitigation work.  Part of that will be used to continue work on the debris overflow basins and new log debris racks.  
Christmas tree sales start November 25th at Forest Service Offices and a few vendors as well for after hours and on weekends.

Darren and Bill Broadbear are going out to look at Huntington Canyon in regards to the closure order.  They will look at possibilities of opening a campground or two for use next summer. 

Bill reported that there will be additional fee sites in Millers Flat and in January they are scheduled to go before the RAC for final approval.  These sites are south of Miller’s Flat Reservoir that include 48 sites and four of these sites are being proposed to be added to the fee structure.  

Utah Grazing Improvement Program (GIP):  Slate stated that they are closing up their application period so if you know of any ranchers or projects please let him know as it closes at the end of the month.  The Gentry Mountain fence is almost complete with just one small fence on the north to do.  Sherrel stated that he has visited with Slate about getting out with some of 
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the permit holders in looking at identifying ponds, fences, and structures and making sure that they are identified and are a part of our land use bill.  Slate stated that there continues to be controversy on this issue from higher ups in SITLA who were concerned that the GIP Board for Southeast Utah.  Their letter was viewed as being against Congressman Bishop’s efforts which was not what they were looking at doing, they just wanted to make sure these issues identified in that letter were things that they want dealt with.  
Utah State Parks & Recreation:  Jonathan stated that State Parks has brought some national attention to Emery County in the last month at Goblin Valley.  Their Lieutenant out of Moab is leading the investigation on this incident and should turn in to Emery County this week and will be in the court system and will wait to see what happens.
Goblin Valley visitation has been fantastic with it being full every night.  They will be turning off some the water in the next two weeks.  Water is turned off at Millsite.  You can still camp there but there will be no water or restroom facilities.  They leave the water at Huntington running year round and will try to leave the docs in the water as they shouldn’t freeze until mid-December.  They have their snowmobile trails marked and are ready to go for the winter season.  They have spent some time out on the Desert with the BLM putting in kiosks the last few weeks.  
Washington Delegation Staff:  Ron reported that there is one bill that has been introduced that Senator Hatch will sponsor.  It will make it illegal to require somebody who is trying to have a permit renewed to surrender a water right to the federal government.  The senate western Caucus is working on legislation for the Greater Sage Grouse with Senator Reid taking the lead.  It will direct Fish and Wildlife to accept the State management plans as they come forward.  

Sherrel asked about support of HR1526 and Ray responded that he has received a response from Bishop’s Office on that this morning.  They are skeptical that it will move in the Senate. It is not supported of 3/4 of the bill and even parts of the Oregon section will need to be amended dramatically to address these concerns.  
Colton Miles from Chaffetz Office reported that they are still engaged in the land use process and working with Bishop’s Office.
6.  Additional Issues from Council Members:  Sherrel gave the water report:  Buck Flat – 117%; Clear Creek – 113%; Huntington-Horse Canyon – 86%; Mammoth-Cottonwood – 82%; Red Pine – 135%; Joes Valley – 86% for basin wide average of 104%.
Ray met with the Farm Bureau subcommittee created locally here to deal with some legislation and stay on top of things and brought them up to date on the status of the Land Use Bill.  They had some suggestions on language that we will try to incorporate into the land use bill and they also asked Ray to present at their annual dinner which he did and it was received well.
7.  Concerned Citizens:  John stated that he would be glad to talk to Luci Malin on the Oral History Program regarding mining in the San Rafael Swell.
Mistie mentioned for our information that the Price General Watershed Plan is being developed which covers from up above Scofield to the confluence of the Green River which goes a good percentage of Emery County’s public lands and should be available for review sometime in December. 
8.  Adjourn:  Rod Player made motion to adjourn, seconded by Bruce Wilson, meeting adjourned.
12-3-13 – Minutes were approved as recorded

