Loa Town & Waterworks

80 West Center ~ P.O. Box 183 ~ Loa, UT  84747

Phone 435.836.2160 ~ Fax 435.836.2266

Mayor – Cody Grundy, Town Clerk – Michelle Brian
Loa Town & Waterworks Council Meeting                                              February 10, 2022
Mayor Grundy opens the meeting. Town board members present: Ryan Rees is present, Chris Olsen is present, Bart Brian is present, Matt Morgan is present, and Michelle Brian is present.  
Visitors: Principal Wendy Potter from Loa Elementary, Jared Parkinson, Dane Leavitt
Business Items:
Mayor Cody Grundy and town council member Ryan Rees were sworn into office for the term of 4 years. Bruce Brown has passed away and so his absence will need to be filled until the next election. They will advertise for his position as town council member for two weeks and then have interviews at the next town board meeting to hopefully fill his vacancy. Michelle gave the board their ethical pledge forms and conflict of interest pledge forms to get notarized for the year. 
Arsenic results for January: well #2 is .92, well #3 is .107 and blend is .94 Arsenic results for February aren’t here yet. 

Elissa Butcher water was tested for lead because of her levels in her and her son’s health reports. The tests came back and said their lead was at a normal level and was of no concern. He let her know that their water didn’t contain high levels of lead.  Matt had a bad bac t test, so he resent another one off. They wondered if it was due to the ongoing water project. Matt believes it is just something was just off on the way he tested. The second test came back clean, so he says we are good. Matt had to fix the Potter line again. He also had a few frozen meters. Cory Anderson had one and Barbara Batty’s had hers frozen too. It has been very cold, but we have had cold before and not had them freeze. Kind of a strange deal. Michelle said the communication with Jackson’s and townspeople is still lacking. Matt said it has been frustrating. They have had struggles with tie ins on main street and the cold temperatures hasn’t helped. Ryan said we probably should have made them take some months off until it warmed up, then maybe we wouldn’t have had so many issues. Others agreed. Matt said they have had tools break and had to borrow things from the town too. They have broken some things when they were in the process of doing things too. They broke some things behind the meter at the forest service, got it fixed turned it back on and ended up breaking during the night and running through the bore hole over to the store side. They had to dig it all back up and fill it in. Then they broke the setter at The Snuggle Inn and put them out of service while they fixed it. The mayor asked what they are waiting on by Joe Giles house so they can put it back together and open the street back up. Matt said they can’t get it to pass the bac t test from main street to LaRue’s. They need to have two that pass the test, and they haven’t been able to get two that pass. They were going to drain it again, put chlorine in it and then retake it on Monday. Hopefully, it passes. They had a lot of air get into the lines when they did some work on the block from Lorene Reynolds down to Braden Brian’s. They had white water from all the air. Matt did some flushing and its better now. Michelle asked if these errors are common in water projects? Ryan said it’s a big project so there is bound to be problems. People need to be patient and it will get better. They will be able to clean up and things will get back to normal if people can be understanding. Matt says he and Jaden (Sunrise Inspector) will both be gone to water classes, so Jesse told them not to allow Jackson’s to schedule any tie ins or anything big while they aren’t there. That’s all Matt had. 
Mayor Grundy asks for motion to approve December minutes. Chris motions to accept the December minutes except for the Harward and Rees water request motion/vote. There weren’t enough board members present to have a motion and vote with Ryan abstaining, so therefore the vote could not be counted. Ryan said to put the item on next month’s agenda, and they will go over it again with enough members to have a vote. Bart seconds the motion to approve December minutes with the change mentioned. All vote in favor. Motion carries. Minutes for December are passed without the vote for the Harward and Rees water request. That topic will be revisited next month. The letter of approval that was sent to the county about Harward and Rees using water from an existing meter is still acceptable with or without this vote. No meeting in January was held so there are no minutes for that month. 
Mayor Grundy asks for a motion to approve the accounts payable for January and February. Bart motions to approve the accounts payable for January and February, Ryan seconds the motion. All vote in favor. Motion carries accounts payable for January and February are passed. 
Bank recs., standard financial reports, deposits, and delinquent water list are all approved by signature of all town board members. Michelle also has them make sure all the checks written match the reconciliation’s as well.
Pace Ellett stopped in the office during the week and wanted to purchase some graves. He was thinking maybe buying 4 to 6 graves. Michelle remembered the board discussing putting a hold on purchases on more then 2 graves for a while from a meeting, but she couldn’t remember if they voted on the hold or not. She told Pace that before she sold him the graves that she would ask them at this meeting, so that she could give him the correct answer. There had been an influx of people with some Wayne County connections coming and wanting to purchase several for family members that hadn’t ever lived here. This happened during covid and they discussed not wanting to sell a lot to nonresidents, so that there were plenty for people that actually resided in Loa first. For instance, she had a lady in Fremont that has lived here a few years wanting to purchase several graves for her family that lived up north and really had no connections to here other then her. The board didn’t like that. However, they felt like it was okay if someone that was born and raised here purchased extra graves. They just need to be careful how they handle it so that it was fair across the board. Where do you draw the line? Bart said, well I want to buy some for my kids, so I think I should be able to do that. Michelle said yes, I see your point, however, how does the board say yes to you, but then the board tells someone else no, that moves here and hasn’t raised their family here, but they decide they want graves here too. Bart’s kids have grown up here, but then moved away. So, is that the same as someone that hasn’t lived here until they retire and then they move in and want all their family to be buried here too, because it’s so inexpensive? If they think there is plenty of room out there for people to be allowed to buy as many graves as they want then, so be it, but they need to make a decision and think about the future of the cemetery. Do they say you have to be a resident for so many years before they can purchase x amount of graves? Chris said don’t we charge more for out-of-town residents? Michelle said yes, we do, but if someone is a resident and decides to buy 8 graves and put family members names on them, then how do we charge that person out of town rates? Michelle just wants them to look at the future and land available and think about how they want to handle it. She doesn’t care what they decide, but they need to have some rules in place to for the future. The mayor says so maybe we should just allow each household to buy two graves. For instance, Pace can buy two for him and his wife and then if his kids want graves, they can each buy two. Michelle says, but his kids would have to pay the higher rate then, is that what you want to do? Chris said, it’s still relatively inexpensive compared to other places, so really isn’t that much to ask for, from people that don’t live here. After further discussion, they think they should talk to other cemeteries in Wayne County and in other cities to see what they are doing as far as that goes. Bart said let’s just leave it at two for now until we can get more information then go from there. The other board members agree with that. The topic of having an annual cemetery cleanup was brought up and the board liked the idea. They would talk more about it, but they plan on advertising for a cemetery clean up and maybe serve something when it’s all done. This might help ease some of the complaints near Memorial Day. The mayor asks for a motion to only allow two graves to be purchased at a time until they can get more information and an ordinance in place. Bart motions to only allow two graves to be purchased at a time until they can get more information from other cities and get an ordinance in place. Chris seconds the motion. All others motion in favor. Motion carries. Michelle will tell Pace to just purchase two for now. 
Wendy Potter came in to see how the crosswalk plans are coming. She knows that Matt has ordered signs, but that they are on back order. She also wanted to apologize for the misunderstanding and problems that happened with Nicole. She didn’t realize that she was going to act like that to Michelle and the Mayor. She knows that they must figure out how to run it and advertise and hold meetings to make the decisions and that those things take time. She just wants to work with them and take care of the kids. The school will be patient until the board can get things figured out. She just really wanted to smooth things over and follow up with them. Michelle is trying to track down the right person from UDOT to talk to and she is also trying to get information from other cities on how much they pay and who handles trainings, etc. It just will take some time to figure it all out, but they are working on it. They asked how the school pays, do they count each time as an hour of pay? Wendy said she thinks they just pay for one hour for both times they do it, so ½ hour for each time. So, one hour per day is what they probably pay them for it. She would have to make sure, but she thinks that’s probably how the town would want to do it. They will advertise and see what response they get. Wendy said they will keep doing it until they hire someone, and they don’t need to be reimbursed for the time that they keep doing it. 
Durran did a lot split; part of his property is in town and part of it is in the county. They are planning on using it for agriculture, but the county requires a letter from the town saying that they can get culinary water if they decide they want it. This doesn’t mean that the town won’t have them annex that piece from the county into the town if he comes in for a meter. This letter is just saying that he can get access to culinary water. The town board would have him come in for actual approval for a water meter if he ever decided he wanted water to his parcel that is in the county. They will decide what they will have him do to get a meter at that time. The county just needs approval that the town would give him water if he wanted it. The mayor calls for a motion for a letter of approval for Durran to have access to town culinary water to both parcels. Ryan motions to send a letter of approval to the county for Durran to have access to culinary water on both parcels. Bart seconds this motion. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. 
Dane Leavitt came to present a few things that he believes will be beneficial to the town in planning for the future with their water system. Jared Parkinson, the town’s water rights attorney came because the topics being discussed needed to be of no relevance to the water right # 95-293.
If at any point this water right was brought up in the discussion, then the meeting would be closed to public. Dane brought the list of items that he wanted to talk about. This list will be in with the minutes. Dane is hoping the information will be helpful to Loa. He talks about how growth in Utah has increased and the urban areas are trickling down to the rural areas. The trend is heading towards some less urban areas. Covid may be part of that. It turned jobs to online and people were able to move to less populated areas and still work. The Leavitt’s sold their dairy in Fremont and subdivided the land there for building lots. The lots all sold and much faster than they anticipated. The town echoed that some lots that sat vacant for years also were snatched up recently. The Leavitt’s have some other land in and around Loa that they foresee subdividing and selling as well. Dane would like to show the town these areas so that they know what they are planning. The second part to the discussion has to do with what has happened in Cedar City and some things that have taken place there that the town may want to take in consideration and plan for. Nothing is a firm commitment right now on the plans because they can change but he will just show the board what they are thinking. Some of their land will be put into a conservation easement. Dane showed them the land surrounding Loa that has some in Loa town limits and some outside that they are considering for subdivision. He does suggest that the town annexes them in if they are using water from the town. That makes sense to have people annex in that are in our boundaries. They will survey everything and come to the town for applications when it gets to that point. The town board says building lots are a need, so that will be good. Dane says Cedar City has a problem that Loa doesn’t have but they will have if they aren’t ready for it. It is not the fault of anyone, and they have plenty of water rights, but they have about 15% of the water rights they need pre 1934 and the state engineer has very appropriately come and said you are using more water than nature is putting back in. Water rights are first in time and first in right, so he said we are going to suspend water rights that are after July 1, 1934, and that is a big percentage of Cedar’s water like 80% or so. The engineer is starting with the newest water rights and suspending them for a time so that the water can be built back up over time. This means Cedar City still owns the rights, but they can’t use them because the water isn’t there. If the aquifer heals and comes back then they are next in line, but right now they can’t do anything about it. Since 2008, the city has had a water right acquisition fee and the fee has been $6000 per lot. The boom of people hit, and they recently had a water appraisal done the city board changed the fee to $14,000 per lot if they use an acre foot per lot, but if some lots require more and are $21,000 per lot. People are scrambling but the people want to move in, but water isn’t available, and prices are very high. Cedar City proposed having people bring water rights with them but there aren’t any available, so that doesn’t work. They are nervous about how to accommodate growth, but still take care of what they have. Dane just wants the town to realize that growth is evident and will continue coming, is Loa ready for this growth. Right now, water here is reasonably priced here, and they may think they have all the water in the world, but they may need to look at things like agriculture land and water rights being turned back into culinary if a farmer decides to sell. Otherwise, you may have water rights sold to other use and then you may end up like Cedar City and not be able to provide for homes. Dane said we are in Dry Valley together. The Leavitt’s have water rights and the town has water rights. There are a few other parties that have some water rights as well. Dane said there were 4 natural water sources in Dry Valley, East Spring, West Spring, South Spring and Riley Canyon Spring, together those four form Road Creek. The original Road Creek water rights have an 1886 priority date, the wells were put in, in the late 40’s and 50’s. Loa Town is either ½ ninth or a ninth of the flow of Road Creek. There are pretty much two owners of the Road Creek right now one is the town, and the other is the Leavitt’s. Loa Town’s well right will probably be post 1950. Here’s what he doesn’t know, he doesn’t have a clue of what the flows are from Road Creek. He is aware that the town has meters on their wells but not sure anyone knows what exactly what we all have out there. In his mind, it would be good for them to work together to try to figure that out. If the town gets a lot more growth suddenly, then they may not be able to accommodate for this like Cedar City ended up. Dane says he is not desirous to be sellers of water, that isn’t what is motivating him. He is genially concerned about what is out there for the sake of everyone. The mayor says the town is installing a Scada system to measure usage, but this doesn’t measure the flow that is there. No one knows the quantity for sure. Dane thinks it would be good if the town and the Leavitt’s investigated studies to be done on the flow out there so that they all know. This study would help both parties identify what is there and what the priorities are. Jared says this has been interesting for him to listen to. He says it has been happening in a lot of cities where they are sitting down and having conversations about this same kind of thing. They are really wanting to understand what water rights they have and what they can accommodate the future. It sounds like the Leavitt’s has significant water rights and it would be the best thing to be able to work together to get to the bottom of this. Otherwise, it may drive the water rights elsewhere. People haven’t assessed it enough and they really don’t know the true value or if they are even liquid. It makes it kind of a feeding frenzy feel over water when that happens. It blows the market. Neither party in this case knows if they are over appropriated at this point. Loa Town has more leverage to preserve the water rights, because they are a town so that is in their advantage. Ryan says he just doesn’t want to lose our rights to other cities for sure. We do have more of a legal right to hold what water rights we have as a town. Dane said he isn’t sure what Matthew’s water right has either and they won’t discuss that in this meeting, but he does intend on talking to Matthew and seeing if they would also be willing to work with the town and the Leavitt’s to doing some studies so that they do know. The other party is Prall Taylor that has some water rights in Dry Valley, so he would also be someone else that may want to take part in this study. Jared suggests the town and Leavitt’s look into hiring an engineer to do the measuring for them. Jared went over the history of water rights that Loa Town has and hopes that future meetings with the Leavitt’s, Chappell’s and Taylor’s will happen to resolve things in an agreeable manner. 
The board discussed crossing guards and wages briefly. They need to talk about it more next month. If they get some applicants then they will decide for sure on a wage. They are thinking between $20-$40 per day. Michelle will try to find some applications she can use from other places and they will go from there. 

They decided to wait until next month to discuss the savings account for the final bond payment, due to the interest of time. 

Michelle told them that the Planning and Zoning Commission would like to the board to approve Kori Brown and Albert Brown as new members. The mayor calls for a motion to approve Kori Brown and Albert Brown as new planning and zoning commission members. Ryan motions to approve Kori Brown and Albert Brown as new members to the P/Z Commission. Bart seconds the motion. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. She will let them both know. 
Information Items:
No other information was discussed.

The mayor asks if anyone wants to make a motion to adjourn. Bart makes a motion that they adjourn. Chris seconds it. All vote in favor. Motion carries.   
Meeting Adjourned.
