


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
February 9, 2022
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE: Council Members Riggin Holmgren, Jared Holmgren, Brian Anderson, Josh Dallin, Mayor Megan Armstrong, Clerk Carol Andreasen, and Clerk Sue Holmgren

VISITORS:   Brandon Tremelling, Spencer Julander, Jay Springer (attorney) by phone, and Fred Hayes

ABSENT: Council Member Scott Ritter

WELCOME BY MAYOR ARMSTRONG, Invocation was supposed to be remote by Rajan Zed a Hindu Leader.  He did not respond to the zoom request or email.

OPENING CEREOMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  March 9, 2022 

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from January 12, 2022 was reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.  Council Member Dallin motioned the minutes of January 12 be approved.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:  Sgt Eddington was not in attendance to this meeting.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

ADMINISTER OATH OF OFFICE TO NEWLY ELECTED OFFICER: Oath of Office was administered to Riggin Holmgren. 

SPENCER JULANDER, ADDRESS THE COUNCIL ABOUT POSSIBLE RENT OF PROPERTY: Spencer Julander would like to lease the property the city owns by the park to graze animals.  He will install a fence to keep the animals in.  The council agreed this would be a great idea to keep the weeds down on this property.  It was suggested that Spencer pay $1 fee to lease the property.  This agreement will be renewed on a yearly basis.  The Clerk will draw up a lease agreement to be signed by Spencer and the Town.  This agreement will first need to be reviewed by the Town Attorney.

WILLIAM CAMPBELL INTRODUCTION (RUNNING FOR HOUSE):  William Campbell did not attend the meeting.

JONES AND ASSOCIATES ENGINEERING CONTRACT – REVIEW CHANGES PROPOSED BY OUR ATTORNEY, POSSIBLE APPROVAL: Jones and Associates Engineering agreed to all but one of the proposed changes that our attorney suggested.  They are waiting to hear back from their liability insurance company on the one item.  The contract states that the Engineer will not be involved in construction contract documents or surety bonding.  Council Member Anderson stated the city would like them to review the building permits (like Grandhaven) that has required engineering and give their ok.  Brandon Tremelling with Jones and Associates stated that most cities they work with are larger than Bear River and this is taken care of by City Staff and employees.  Currently they don’t do this, but it’s not to say they can’t.  Council Member Anderson stated the contract says the Engineer is to keep records for 5 years.  Is that long enough?  Brandon stated that the contract does say that, but they really don’t really destroy any records.  They are digital.  They keep them all.  Clerk Andreasen had a question on 6.02 A.  Some of these items Hansen Engineering did for us and Jones wouldn’t be according to this contract.  Our attorney stated there are limitations on what the engineers can do.  The engineers are not verifying the engineering of the applicant.  

Bear River City never had a contract with Hansen and Associates.  The City needs to decide when Hansen’s are done with their projects they agreed to finish.  Council Members agreed that Hansen’s should finish Grandhaven, Millsaps and Misrasi’s.  All projects after this will go to Jones and Associates.  Council Member Anderson states that he thinks we should have this in writing.  Also, there are going to be fees from Hansen’s for the copies that will be sent to Jones.  Council Member Anderson asked them for a fee schedule before they start doing anything.  Council Member Anderson will touch basis with Jones and Associates and Hansen’s and Associates.

REVIEW AND POSSIBLY APPOINT NEW PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER(S): Mayor Armstrong spoke with Sue Rees and asked her if she would be willing to serve on the Bear River City Planning Commission.  She agreed, but cannot start until April.  She will be taking Megan Armstong’s place.  Planning Commission Member Milo Porter’s spot on the Planning Commission is up.  He would like to be done at this time.  Mayor Armstrong will work on his replacement.  Mayor Armstrong needs to also check with Travis Hendrickson because his term is up also.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve the appointment of Sue Rees to the Planning Commission.  The motion was seconded by J Holmgren.  All voted in favor.

ANNUAL REVIEW OF CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR PEGGY ROGERS LAVENDER HOUSE:  The Conditional Use Permit for Peggy Rogers Lavender House was approved by the Council.  Council Member Dallin motioned to approve the Conditional Use Permit for Peggy Rogers Lavender House.  The motion was seconded by Council Member R Holmgren.  All voted in approval.

DISCUSS AND POSSIBLY APPROVE GRANDHAVEN YEARLY IRRIGATION CHARGES:  Council Member R Holmgren stated this is his department, but it is also a conflict of interest for him.  He has irrigation water on the same ditch.  The Council Members discussed options.  It was proposed that the city will charge the Grandhaven Subdivision the Bear River Canal Assessment fee, and a town fee.  The town fee will be double what other residents pay because the Town will be maintaining this ditch.  They will also be charged costs of maintenance assessed at the end of each irrigation year.  The money collected accounting wise, will need to be separate from everything else.  Council Member Dallin motioned to approve 3 fees assessed because of the uniqueness of this ditch:  1.  Determined Canal Co fee, 2.  Determined City Assessment Fee X 2, 3.  Maintenance Fee to be determined by actual costs of maintenance on a yearly basis.  Motion seconded by J Holmgren.  Council Member R Holmgren abstained from voting.  Everyone else voted in approval.

REVIEW ECONOWASTE NEWEST PROPOSAL: Econowaste is proposing that they will only come to Bear River City once a month to pick up, deliver and replace garbage cans.  They also will charge $25 to pick up, deliver and replace cans.  They state they do not have the man power to come out more often.  They stated that they would bring down extra cans for new residents to pick up if needed.  The Council decided this is unacceptable.  We do not have that many deliveries, pick-ups and exchanges.  Council Member Dallin stated if this is how it has to be, then Econowaste should not be charging us the $25 fee.

IMPACT FEES DISCUSSION:  Clerk Andreasen read aloud from the Powers and Duties Handbook about what impact fees are and impact fee studies.  The Council also reviewed the impact fees and expenses for the Park, Sewer and Roads.  It was determined that we need new impact fee studies for the sewer and roads.  Once we get on track with Jones and Associates the Mayor and Council Members would like Jones and Associates to help us with this.

ANTIQUE TRACTOR CLUB IDEA: The Antique Tractor Club would like to know if they can use the Bear River City Building to hold their quarterly meetings.  The Antique Tractor Club is a part of our yearly July 24th Celebration and many residents are part of this club.  Council Member Dallin believes this is a good idea and that they should be able to use the building at no cost.  Council Member Dallin motioned to let the Antique Tractor Club use the Civic Center for their quarterly meetings at no cost.  The motion was seconded by R Holmgren.  All voted in approval.

REVIEW 4TH QUARTER FINANCIALS: Mayor and Council Members reviewed and approved the 4th quarter financials.

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.  The bills were read aloud by Clerk Holmgren.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the bills for payment.  Second by Council Member R Holmgren.  Those voting in favor Council Members Anderson, R Holmgren, Dallin and J Holmgren.

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN: Heidi Tingey came to the Office to report that a tree limb hangs down into the roadway by her house.  Semi-trucks and other vehicles must swerve to miss it.  The tree is in the city right of way on 6100 N east end.  Council Member J Holmgren will take a look at it.

DEPARTMENTS:  Website:  Mayor Armstrong would like to have a functioning town website.  The council agreed.  This job will be posted in the town newsletter to see if anyone would be interested.

Internet – Mayor Armstrong was wondering what we need to do to bring better internet to Bear River City.  The town is working with Comcast right now.  They are helping us to apply for a grant.  Clerk Holmgren will contact them to see how things are moving along.

Meeting Agenda and Supporting Documents – Council Member R Holmgren stated that he is on the Board for the Farm Bureau.  In their meetings everyone is issued an iPad.  On this iPad all the information they need for the meeting is on there.  Board books is the app that is used for this.  He wonders if the city could do this.  He believes it would be a lot easier.  Everyone agreed this would be a good idea.  

Deferred Sewer Concerning Christensen Subdivision – Council Member Anderson wanted to make sure that we have printed up the Deferred Sewer Rules.  Eugene is more than 300 ft away from the sewer.  He can pay to hook in or have a septic tank.  He will need to stub his house for future hook up.     

Valentines Dance – Children’s Valentines Dance is Friday at 6:00 pm.  Council Member Dallin asked Clerk Holmgren to have a check ready for the band.  Mayor Dallin asked if it would be ok for the Secure the Vote people to set up in the foyer to try and get signatures.  Council agreed this would be ok.

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 9:18. Council Member Anderson seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved March 9, 2022.

							________________________________________________
							Megan Armstrong, Mayor

Attest:



___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
Page 2 of 2
City Council Minutes of
February 9, 2022
