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BOARD MEETING
DIXIE SUN MANOR 975 N. 1725 W. # 101
Tuesday February 8, 2022

PRESENT:  Mike Barben, Greg Whitehead, Jane Fehrenbacker, Kenny Miller, Jimmie Hughes

EXCUSED:  Tom Cover, Gloria Shakespeare

MINUTES:  Minutes of Board Meeting held January 11, 2022 were reviewed.  Motion made by Kenny Miller to approve minutes as reviewed, motion seconded by Jimmie Hughes.  Motion carried.

Review Housing Assistance Report for February 2022:  Mike Barben handed out the HAP reports for February 2022.  Board members were able to see the money spent for the months on rental assistance, see the average unit cost, and verify the units leased for the month.  The board was also able to ask questions and have a discussion about portability, C of C, VASH, EHV, & Mainstream Vouchers.  Each board member present signed off on the HAP payments and month end totals.   

Review current 2020-2021 budget:  Mike Barben handed the board a copy of the fiscal year 2021-2022 SGHA budget.  The board was able to see how the SGHA is doing in the current fiscal year budget.  Mike reported that for the most part, SGHA was right on budget, and let the board ask questions on any of the items on the report.  The board has asked Mike to provide and present the most recent budget accounts at each board meeting.  By providing the current budget monthly, the board can see how the SGHA is keeping up with the current budget throughout the whole year.  The board thought it would be great to ask questions and be on top of what the SGHA is doing financially.  Mike agreed to do this.  

State Bank FDIC coverage $250,000 max amount:  Mike Barben reported to the board that State Bank of Southern Utah only covered up to $250,000.  Currently SGHA has $384,903.  Mike explained that almost $134,000 is not covered if a catastrophic event occurred.  FJ & Associates (auditor) found this as a finding in SGHA audit.  The board suggested putting most of the money in a money market account.  The board thought this would be easy to access if we needed to get to it.  Kenny Miller who was present through phone call said he would contact Mike and discuss this further.  The board agreed and will wait to be advised by Kenny Miller.

Jane Fehrenbacker report on DSM:  Jane reported that Dixie Sun Manor was doing very well.  She reported that a new sidewalk was poured next to Bldg. # 7.  A few of DSM tenants aren’t doing very well health wise.  Jane is a great friend and neighbor and keeps an eye on DSM tenants.  Jane said she absolutely loves living at Dixie Sun Manor and feels all the residents feel the same way.

Report from Jimmie Hughes on City of St. George:  Jimmie Hughes reported on the water shortage in Washington County and how the city may need to make mandates on those using to much water.  Also require desert landscape to new construction.  Also reported that the transportation expo is going on today from 11 am to 7 pm at the Dixie Center.  

SGHA was awarded 21 Emergency Housing Vouchers (EHV):  Mike Barben reported that he applied for EHV in June and was awarded 21 EHV’s.  Mike reported that HUD awarded EHV’s to over 700 Housing Authorities Nation-wide.  Mike reported that these 21 vouchers are specific to individuals that are homeless, at risk of homelessness, domestic violence, stalking, human trafficking, sexual assault or fleeing.  Mike put together an admin plan for EHV’s with Nan McKay.  Mike reported that 18 EHV have leased up and hopefully will have the rest leased up in the near future.  Mike mentioned how hard it is for homeless individuals to find housing right now.  Most have no funds for application fees, security deposits, household cleaning supplies etc.  Mike said with these vouchers, the SGHA has been able to help with all of these items.  The board seemed very excited about these vouchers and happy to help 21 more families experiencing homelessness.

PIT (Point in Time) count January 27-28:  Mike Barben reported that the annual PIT count was a success and many volunteers from many different organizations volunteered.  Mike reported that the PIT count was counting how many homeless individuals were in St. George.  A survey was filled out by those found to be homeless and the question was asked where the homeless individuals slept the night of January 27. would be January 27-28.  PIT is when the community counts how many homeless individuals are in our county.  Mike explained this was important for funding from the balance of state for our programs.  

Revised Smoking Addendum for DSM (Board Approval):  Mike Barben reported that an addendum to the DSM non smoking policy needed to be changed and asked for board approval.  Mike reported that in the current non-smoking policy said nothing about e-cigarettes or vaping.  Mike reported that a few of DSM tenants had been vaping or using e-cigarettes on the property on in their units.  The board said it would be a good idea to have an attorney look at the new wording.  Mike said he would email Shawn Guzman (City Attorney) to look it over.  The board approved the new non-smoking addendum on the basis of Shawn looking it over and approving it.  Motion made by Jimmie Hughes and Kenny Miller seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Hand out approved audit from FJ & Associates 2020-2021:  Mike Barben reported that the 2020-2021 SGHA audit had been approved and submitted.  Mike gave each board member a copy of the audit for their records.  Mike mentioned that he is already getting ready for the new upcoming audit.  Board was pleased with the audit and the financial status of SGHA.

Motion made by Greg Whitehead to close the meeting.  Jane Fehrenbacker seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 10:00 a.m.

Next board meeting will be held March 8, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. at the St. George Housing Authority office.  
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