Laketown Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting 
Wednesday, January 26, 2022 
7:00 pm 
 
Welcome & Attendance: 7:04 pm meeting start time.  Duane welcomed those present. 
 
Members Present: Duane Robinson, Chairperson; Nellie Brown, Dennis Hodges, Cody Reed, Tamie Gomez, and Ruby Hunter, Recording Secretary. 
 
Public Members:  Brandon Willis
 
Pledge of Allegiance: Led by Ruby. 
 
Minutes: Members reviewed the minutes from November 17, 2021.   
Duane made the motion to accept the minutes. 
Cody moved to accept the motion. 
Nellie seconded. 
All in favor. 
 
Agenda Add-On Items: 
1. Brandon Willis – barn
2. Solar Panel Discussion 
3. New Owner of the Zeyer Property

Town Council Update: 

A town council member has yet to be assigned to P&Z but because council member, Brandon Willis, was in attendance Duane asked him to give a brief summary of last meeting’s highlights.  

Town council discussed Agritourism, and they came up a definition similar to what Michigan has used.  They are sending it to the attorney.  It states that festivals will require a special permit, however; weddings, farm-to-table events, birthday parties, etc. will not require permits.  The event barn needs to be on 10 acres.  No overnight rentals will be allowed.

The city went over financial stuff.  They discussed the quality of asphalt used in the city.  Brandon indicated that no real changes to ordinances were made, only alterations to the wording used.  The subdivision moratorium was not discussed even though it expires February 12th.  
Duane mentioned that there was discussion of increasing the road right of ways to 66 feet.  Brandon said he remembers it being said that the main roads would remain 66 feet.  To his knowledge that is what they currently are.  Side roads currently have a right of way of 60 feet.

Brandon Willis – Barn:

Brandon brought copies of his proposed barn and the plot map.  There were no changes to the map or proposed layout of the property.  The only change that has been made since Brandon’s last visit is the barn measurements.  The proposed measurements are 90 feet by 45 feet with a height of 34 feet.  Originally the height was 24 feet, however, with the expanded width and length of the building it only seems aesthetically appropriate to raise the roof to match the size of the building.  After a brief discussion the members agreed to approve a variance of the height.  
Cody motioned to accept the building height variance of 34 feet.
Dennis seconded.
All in favor.

Solar Panel Discussion:

When solar panels are added to a roof there must be an inspection done.  Currently, the county approved this.  However, P&Z needs to be aware of solar panels being added.  They are not responsible for approving them.  Geo Peart indicated to Duane that P&Z’s job is to be involved at the minor level which currently consists of just being made aware. Someone interested in adding solar panels may simply make a phone call to Duane and P&Z will begin the paperwork process.  The homeowner will then need to go the county, pay a $50 permit fee, and Geo will take it from there.  Dennis mentioned that if solar panels are going to be free standing, P&Z should be required to approved them.  Individuals desiring to place free standing solar panels should be required to provide P&Z with a layout, size, and setbacks prior to approval. P&Z members agreed.  Duane concluded that this needs to be in the ordinances.  Tamie suggested it be added under Section 9 or 10.  Nellie said that it would be a good idea to look up where other cities have included it in their ordinances.  It was agreed that individuals wanting free standing solar panels would need to physically attend P&Z, a phone call would not be sufficient.  Nellie felt that the ordinances need to reflect P&Z’s role in the approval process.  Duane asked Nellie if she would do the research and give him some verbal direction prior to next week’s town council meeting.  She agreed to do that.

Action Item:  Nellie will try to find what section would be appropriate for solar panels to be listed in the ordinances.

Mike Williamson would like a solar panel on his remodeled barn, but it is not structurally sound enough to support the weight of a solar panel at this time.  Menascos have placed a single solar panel on their roof.  The county oversaw that addition to their home.

New Owner of the Zeyer Property:

The new owner called Duane and inquired about putting in a trailer court with 80 units on 5 acres of his property that is across from Dee’s.  This would be a trailer court of single/double wide trailers, not RV Camp Trailers.  Duane told him that that would not be allowed as it is against our ordinances.  The new owner mentioned that he would like to attend a P&Z meeting to get ideas of what he could do with that property.  

Around the Room:

Cody:  In the minutes at the beginning of the second paragraph down it mentions Hal Weston and his concern with the access of the road going past the Gomez property.  Cody simply wondered if Hal needs some additional clarification or if Hal is aware that that road is in fact a future road. Duane confirmed that Hal is aware.  Cody wondered if it may be a good idea going forward to refrain from granting right of ways on roads that are future roads. Duane said that that road in particular was already there, permission was not given because at the time the homes were put in Dick Lamborn owned the property, not Joe Weston.  Duane did indicate that Hal’s intention was not to create a fuss.  He is just concerned about a future subdivision development that Gary McKee is planning to develop north of Gomez’s property and the impact it would have on that access road.

Tamie: We have fair amount of personal property in our commercial zone, leaving little room for commercial property.  Just a side thought.

No one had anything else to add. 

Subdivision Ordinances:

In December Gary Ogilvie passed on a copy of Ordinance 2021-23 to Ruby to share with the members.  It is outdated as the city discussed it and passed a revised version at the city’s last meeting.  

Duane confirmed with the members that they are referencing Paradise’s ordinances and adding to the current “old” ordinances.  They agreed.  Nellie mentioned the importance of adequately updating the ordinances because in the past the subdivisions have been small, and the ordinances have adequately accommodated them.  Should a larger subdivision come, it is important to have ordinances that address additional requirements.

Gary McKee’s sign indicating a new subdivision was brought up.  Gary has not presented a proposal for that property.  Cody said that a year or more ago he remembers Gary bringing in a prospect. The members agreed that that prospect did not match what Gary currently has on his sign, nor did Gary get approval on the prospect he presented.

Nellie asked how big a subdivision need to be before curb, gutter, and sidewalks are required.  Duane reminded the members that years ago it was decided that Laketown did not want curb and gutters because they want the rural feeling here, where kids can ride their horses through town not on sidewalks.  Dennis brought up the 1 acre lots that Gary has on his sign and how that will give individuals plenty of room and green space should not be required.  Duane said that it is rumored that those homes will be big and with all the recreation toys there may not be much space left over.

Members agree that Section 1-2-C of Paradise’s ordinances should be added to the current ordinances.

Duane brought up that in the State of Utah any division of property constitutes a subdivision.  We are the only ones that allow one divide of property without it being considered a subdivision.  The town council is currently looking into this.  Duane asked the members what their feelings were on this topic.  Tamie suggested that if the property is on a frontage road why can’t they split the property into two frontage lots without it being considered a subdivision?  Duane said that Tom Weston did just that with three lots and it was considered a subdivision.  Nothing more was discussed in regard to this topic.

Duane said that page 42 in the Paradise ordinances has some pretty good stuff on pavement.  He also mentioned that it may be a good idea to have a work meeting in February and again in March if needed.  The work meeting(s) would be in addition to the regularly scheduled P&Z monthly meeting. Nellie stressed the importance of getting what the city already has so they are not trying to reinvent the wheel.

Members agreed to meet next month on February 16, 2022, at 7 pm for a work meeting.

Duane volunteered to gather all the new stuff from the city.  There are new subdivision ordinances that the city has passed on to the attorney that have never been discussed in P&Z.

Action Item:  Duane will go through the ordinances that were submitted for renewal as well as go through Paradise’s ordinances to find what he feels should be added to the current ordinances prior to next month’s work meeting.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:31 pm.


