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City of La Verkin
435 North Main St., La Verkin Utah, 84745

(435) 635-2581 
Fax (435) 635-2104

www.laverkin.org

LA VERKIN CITY WATER BOARD MINUTES
Wednesday, October 27, 2021, 3:00 p.m.
111 South Main Street, La Verkin, UT
Present:  Kyle Gubler, Kelly Wilson, Richard Hirschi, Derek Imlay, John Valenti, Kenneth Cox, Don Halterman, Karl Wilson, and Christy Ballard.
Richard Prince was excused. 
I. Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order by Don Halterman at 3:02 pm.
II. Approval of Minutes: June 23, 2021, minutes.
The motion was made by Ken Cox to approve the June 23, 2021, minutes, second by John Valenti.  Wilson-yes, Imlay-yes, Hirschi-yes, Gubler-yes, Valenti-yes, Cox-yes, Halterman-yes. Motion carried unanimously.
III. Reports:  

A. Water Contracts:
Kyle passed out a list of people that want to sell their shares and people that are currently past due on their assessment fees. There are 4 people left who are still interested in selling their water shares. 
The City Council approved a total of $42,000 in last years’ budget to purchase water shares for $2,000 per share. They also approved $22,000 in this budget to purchase additional water shares. He will be requesting additional money in the January budget amendment. 

The bottom section of the sheet is past due accounts. He went over the process regarding late water share accounts.    

Karl Wilson asked how the water share purchase was being funded.

Kyle replied it comes out of the General Fund. 

B. Water Purchase:

Reported with item A.

C. Financials:

Kyle passed around a copy of the culinary water and secondary water budget. 
It shows the expenses at 25% and reminded the Board that the fiscal year begins July 1st. 
For irrigation, it is 32% but the big assessment doesn’t go out until February. There is another smaller assessment that goes out later in the year.  

Don asked when the irrigation water was going out of the system.

Derek replied, November 15th and it will go back into the system on March 15th.  

D. Culinary Water Management update:

Derek reported that with the drought, the extreme growth rate, and the push to keep everyone using the irrigation system, we have still increased 200,000-300,000-gallons from this time last year. 
The increase could be contributed to the new Cottonwood Hollow Subdivision that is currently under construction. 

Even with the increase, our numbers are still less than other communities under the Washington County Water Conservancy District (WCWCD).

E. Irrigation Water Management update

Derek reported the City still had 100-acre feet of water available last month. He will look at that number again at the end of this month.

La Verkin did extremely well in this category. 
Don asked if the water from the pond at New Harmony comes into our system.

Derek said they do not know where it goes. 

Kyle said he heard the WCWCD is going to put the water in a pipe and run it to the reservoir going in by Toquerville. 
Kelly reported they are getting ready to bid on that pipeline right now. 

They will get the water from the pond and from the little creeks coming off the Black Ridge. The reservoir is going by Anderson Junction. 
Kyle mentioned once the reservoir is complete, if La Verkin City can tie the irrigation system into it, it would give us much cleaner water.    
IV. Business:
A. Discussion and direction on updating the 2009 Irrigation Master Plan including a possible rate increase.
Derek explained the City has tasked Sunrise Engineering to find grants to update the Irrigation Master Plan. This is a requirement before the City can make any changes to the rate structure. 
He would also like to make irrigation a requirement for commercial properties.

He will report back once he hears from the Engineers.

Ken asked if upgrading the master plan would help the City know what needs to be improved.

Derek replied yes, it would also identify the areas that need to be addressed immediately, what needs to be improved and what is doing okay. 
They will also let us know the updated cost to redo our entire system to move lines into the streets. 

Kyle stated when the irrigation system was originally installed, they followed the ditch. That needs to be moved out into the City street so the City can maintain it better. 

With every street project, we upgrade that section of the irrigation system by moving the lines into the street. 

Derek continued by saying hopefully the Engineers are successful and the City can get the Plan updated this year.
Kelly Wilson mentioned the WCWCD said they have set money aside to help La Verkin City upgrade its irrigation system. 

Kyle said he thought the State may help with it as well. Governor Cox seems to have set water as a high priority.  

Kelly said one of the biggest problems is the pipe used for the project was the cheapest pipe they could find. It is very thinned-walled, and the depth isn’t good either.
Ken said the pressure is unbelievable sometimes. That could create a hole in the pipe at any time. 

Kelly asked what the maximum pressure on the line is. 

Derek said there are 105 pounds of pressure coming into the City. Once it gets through the filter station, we are pushing 100 pounds coming into town. He has the City broken down into 7 different areas that he monitors throughout the year. Some areas have gotten down to 30 pounds. 

The highest pressure on the bench is about 87 pounds. 

Kelly commented that is pushing the maximum with the type of grade of that pipe. It does have a safety factor on it but that is still beyond what it was made for. 

Derek said when the line starts to crack it goes the whole length of the pipe.

B. Discussion and direction on implementing a short-term rental water rate increase.

Derek passed out a report from Sunrise Engineering regarding vacation rental water usage. 
The Water Board discussed changing the use for vacation rentals from residential use to commercial use.

The report showed vacation rental homes used an average of 32% more water than a regular home. 

They need to be paying for the wear and tear that increased usage is putting on the system. 

Kyle reported the Sewer District already charges vacation rentals a business rate. 

Derek reported the recommended rate increase is from $48.15 to $59.65 for commercial use homes. 

Sunrise also included two different options to achieve that increase. Option 1 would separate residential and commercial use and change the tier rate for the commercial use but leave the base rate the same.

Option 2 would separate residential and commercial use but change the base rate and leave the tier rate the same. 

He would like direction from the Water Board before presenting it to the City Council. 

His preference is to increase the base rate for commercial use. Both options give the City the desired increase. 

Don asked how this would affect people who live in part of the home and rent the other part. 

Derek replied that the increase would be for short-term rentals only, not long-term rentals. 

The State has just passed legislation to allow for internal dwelling units which allow homeowners to create a separate living facility within the footprint of the existing home to use as a rental. 
This would be based on a business license.

People renting out portions of their home get a different type of license than whole-house vacation rentals but they both require a business license. That is how the City would know to charge the commercial rate. 

The long-term rentals are not required to get a business license and would not be affected by the rate increase. 

Kelly asked if the $.10 per thousand-gallon increase had been approved. 

Derek said the City Council talked about it but nothing definite was decided on. The City does need to get moving on it. We need to decide if the City is going to cover the back charges and start with $.10 per thousand gallons each year moving forward or start with the $.60 per thousand gallons and increase it by the $.10 every year moving forward. 

Derek said this increase will be in effect until the Conservancy District gets $3.00 per thousand gallons. We are at $1.75 right now.


Derek asked for the Board member's opinion on the short-term rental water rate increase.

Ken Cox said he was in favor of the increase. They have taken a residence and turned it into a business. They should not have the same consideration as the permanent residents. 

It was mentioned the study shows vacation rental patrons use more water than a regular resident.

There are also getting to be a lot of non-licensed rentals. 

The study also shows the increase in the number of vacation rentals over the last several years. 

The Water Board was unanimously in favor of moving this item to the City Council.   

C. Discussion and direction on a water-efficient landscape ordinance. 
Derek explained this was presented during the last Water Board meeting. 

When this ordinance was first being discussed, the WCWCD wanted it to be retroactive and apply to everyone. It would limit the amount of grass a person could have and push more of the desert landscaping. 

There was a lot of push back from the Homeowners Association, so they changed it to apply only to new developments and included the water-saving features such as on-demand water heaters and low flow showerheads, to the requirements.  

The big concern with this new variation is that the regulations are consistent and enforced throughout the entire County. 

Zach Renstom gave a presentation to the City Council regarding this proposed ordinance.

Kelly said he brought up the fact most of the communities in Washington County do not have a secondary irrigation system like La Verkin does. Zach agreed and told him the regulations would not apply to existing homes or homes with access to the secondary water system.
This would only apply to homes developed on top of the hill in La Verkin because they would be using all culinary water.    

Kyle said there will be a meeting for council members and mayors in November hosted by the Conservancy District to set the restrictions for the ordinance.   

Don said the District should not be telling people what they HAVE to do. We should be giving them options like desert landscape OR this amount of grass. 

Kelly explained the District has suggested a limit of 750 square feet of lawn. They are also proposing no grass on slopes where the water just runs off.

Ken asked if the ordinance would apply to every city in Washington County.

It was answered that yes, it must be that way otherwise some cities would have an advantage over other cities with building.

Ken stated it should be that way. St. George should have the same guidelines as La Verkin.
Kelly said that was a concern to all the cities. No one wanted to implement it if surrounding communities weren’t.    
Don asked how you find a solution to encourage people to remove their lawn.

Kelly said that will be part of the ordinance as well. They are talking about offering assistance to people willing to remove their lawn. 
Removing the lawn will not be mandatory but once you remove it you will not have the ability to put it back. 

Kelly reiterated this really will not apply to the La Verkin bench. 

Derek said this is just a discussion. The City doesn’t have an official draft until after the upcoming meeting.

Kyle said the District wants something in place before the next watering season, so around March. 

Kelly mentioned according to the WCWCD, they are the only water district in the State of Utah to have complied with the conservation goals set by the State.  

V. Public Concerns for Board Consideration: 
No comments were made.
VI. Board Member Concerns:
There was a report on the landslide along 560 West and a discussion on where the water could be coming from. 

VII. Adjourn:
The motion was made by Derek Imlay to adjourn, second by Ken Cox. Gubler-yes, Wilson-yes, Halterman-yes, Cox-yes, Imlay-yes, Valenti-yes, Hirschi-yes. The motion carried at 3:55 p.m.
Minutes were taken by Christy Ballard.
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