

MINUTES
MANTI CITY COUNCIL MEETING
November 6, 2013
6:30 P.M.

Mayor Natasha R. Madsen in chair and presiding.  Roll call showed Councilmembers Darren Dyreng, Vaun Mickelsen, Ryan Phelps and Korry Soper present.  Jason Vernon was expected to arrive late. The Mayor welcomed all present and asked them to join her in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Mayor congratulated Korry Soper and Vaun Mickelsen on their election wins the day prior as Mayor and Councilmember respectively.  She also recognized Jason Maylett, seated in the audience, who won his Councilmember race and asked him to take a seat at the council table.

Mayor Madsen then recognized electrical Superintendent, Blake DeMill, who reported on the following:
· Replacement of power pole along Main Street, west of the Temple, which was recently sheared off by a truck.
· Work completed on the city well.
· Unstable springs turned out of the culinary system have nearly halved our power generation at the upper plant.
· Plans to place Christmas decorations.
· Kenny and Kyson are currently in St. George taking a one-week education course for linemen.

The Mayor and various members of the council thanked Blake for his responsible service to the community.

The Mayor then recognized Dale Nielson, Public Works Director, who reported on the following:
· A season of problems in the water department, which he hopes, has come to an end.  Problems have included unstable springs, pressure station issues, main line breaks and several main line leaks.
· Detailed efforts to address above issues.
· Being two men short is working with Jensen Excavating to place new water and sewer service to 4 residences under construction.

Jason Vernon joined the meeting.

The Mayor thanked Dale for dedicated work and asked him to relay the message to the entire crew.
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The Mayor asked Administrator Kent Barton to report on progress with the small parcel of land Matt Christensen requested that the city sell to him at the previous council meeting.  Barton reported that he and Christensen had met.  Barton conveyed that he explained to Christensen that the city would prefer that he purchase the entire 1/3 acre strip between his property and the roadway, as opposed to just the .16 acre parcel he needs to create street frontage for the new home he plans to build after subdividing his lot.  This would “cleanup” encroachment issues where Christensen has built an out building and developed a garden spot in the area in question.  Barton told the Council that after consideration, Christensen offered $3,000 for the entire strip.  Barton expressed the Council that he felt the price was fair and recommended the council accept the offer as the property was of no strategic value to the city.

Discussion ensued after which the Mayor called for a motion to sell the approximately 1/3 acre strip in an unincorporated area of the county between Matt Christensen’s property east 300 North Street for a total sum $3,000.00, with Christensen being responsible for any and all transfer and professional fees associated with the sale, and, that the entire $3,000.00 be assigned to the recreation PTIF fund to be dedicated for the development of future ball fields.  Vaun Mickelsen made that motion, Darren Dyreng seconded.  Councilmembers voting “aye”: Darren Dyreng, Vaun Mickelsen, Ryan Phelps, Korry Soper and Jason Vernon.  Councilmembers voting “nay”: none.  

The Mayor asked that discussion turn to the Manti City Affordable Housing Plan draft.  She asked if any member of the council wished to discuss the plan prior to her calling for a motion to adopt the plan.  After some discussion the Mayor called for a motion to adopt the plan as presented in the draft.  Vaun Mickelsen made that motion, Korry Soper seconded.  Councilmembers voting “aye”: Darren Dyreng, Vaun Mickelsen, Ryan Phelps, Korry Soper and Jason Vernon.  Councilmembers voting “nay”: none.  

Mayor Madsen then asked if any of the council had items for report or discussion.

Jason Vernon inquired about the entrance signs on either side of town and asked Kent Barton if we had made arrangements to purchase replacement signs as Dale Nielson had once recommended that we consider.  Barton answered that we had not yet ordered the signs and that in an effort to save costs, he recommended waiting and possibly painting the current wooden signs for one more cycle before replacing them.

Vaun Mickelsen asked if the signs to direct motorists to the city park had been ordered.  Barton responded that two signs were on order through UDOT.

Darren Dyreng asked if we had ordered portable crosswalk signs for the crosswalks near the elementary school.  Kent Barton responded that signs had not been ordered.  After discussion, the consensus of the council was that three signs bee order for placement near the elementary school.
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Korry Soper expressed thanks to all candidates that had run in the recent election.  He related that he had received a very kind call of congratulations and support from his opponent, Neil Van Lueewen.  He went on to say that he appreciated the election process in our country and communities; and how we come together after the election is over for the good of the community.  Soper also stated that he felt the community had elected a great council and he was looking forward to a new chapter of working together.

Ryan Phelps said that it appeared “Trunk or Treat” attendance was down slightly from last year.  He reviewed ideas that the chamber has discussed regarding the development of a new ‘harvest celebration’ that we may consider as an alternative to “Trunk or Treat” and possibly allow traditional trick or treating return to the community neighborhoods.

Mayor Madsen announced that the Fine Arts Committee is planning a “Five Decades of Christmas” musical program to be presented on December 9th.

Jason Vernon asked if we should consider having the Fire Department make a regular report at Council Meetings.

Mayor Madsen reported on the following:
· Christmas Light Parade.  Asked Kent Barton to arrange for a “ride” for the Council.
· Expressed “Kudos” to JoAnn Otten for all of her hard work on the recent election.
· Referenced a copy of a letter from Mary Kay Mickelsen to the city crew recognizing Archie Simonsen’s hard work as well as the efforts of other crew workers.  The Mayor indicated she planned to send a copy of the letter to Archie’s widow and his mother.
· Mentioned that 2 county commissioners had applied to replace Spencer Cox for the district 58 legislative seat.
· Discussed the upcoming “Local Leaders Day” at the state legislature.
· Spoke about the increase excise taxes on coal.
· Mentioned that Deseret Power may be open to negotiating a new, more price competitive contract.
· Reported that Keith Jensen, formerly of Centerfield, had spoken to her and offered his assistance with our water / sewer systems during our transition period to replace Archie Simonsen.
· Suggested that we plan a public hearing in conjunction with our December 11th council meeting if we plan to request CDBG funds during the upcoming year.
· Said that she had one item dealing with property negotiation for discussion in closed session.

Mayor Madsen then asked the council if there were any changes to be made t he draft version of the minutes from the previous council meeting.  Several typographical changes were noted after which the Mayor called for a motion to accept the minutes as corrected.
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Jason Vernon made that motion, Vaun Mickelsen seconded.  Councilmembers voting “aye”: Darren Dyreng, Vaun Mickelsen, Ryan Phelps, Korry Soper and Jason Vernon.  Councilmembers voting “nay”: none.


Administrator Kent Barton reported on the following:  
· Explained a “Quit Claim” deed in the packet which required the signature of the Mayor.  The deed conveyed water rights from “Manti Ephraim Airport” to 50% ownership each to Ephraim City and to Manti City.  The rationale being that there is no legal entity under the name “Manti Ephraim Airport”.  After discussion it was the consensus of the council that the deed be signed.
· Stated that we are required to have a “canvass” of the recent election within 12 days time and that he would need at least three members of the council present.  It was agreed that Kent would contact members later in the week to arrange a time to hold the canvass.
· Informed the council that they County Planning Commission was planning to meet next Wednesday to consider the subdivision of Matt Christensen’s property east of Manti and adjoining city property.  As an adjoining property owner we were invited to attend to express support or opposition if so desired.
· Auditors from Burdick and Hinton completed their on-site work at the city offices in preparation for the audit, which will be completed by year-end.
· Reported that the MIBA Committee plans to hold a meeting next Monday, November 11th, which he planned to attend.
· Referenced the Beer Tax report which was included in the packet and explained the report to the council.
· Stated that a “swearing in” ceremony would be held on Tuesday January 7, 2014 for the newly elected officials (Korry Soper as Mayor, Vaun Mickelsen and Jason Maylett as Councilmembers).  Barton asked if any of the three had a conflict with the date – which none did – and asked that they be available.  After brief discussion it was determined that a time would be set a future date. 
· Stated that he had two items for negotiation in executive session dealing with personnel.

The Mayor called for a motion to move into closed session to discuss property negotiation and Personnel Issues. Jason Vernon made that motion, Vaun Mickelsen seconded.  Councilmembers voting “aye”:  Darren Dyreng, Vaun Mickelsen, Ryan Phelps, Korry Soper and Jason Vernon.  Councilmembers voting “nay”: none.  

REGULAR MEETING RESUMED FOLLOWING EXECUTIVE SESSION.

The bills were presented for payment. Following review by the Mayor and Council, 
Councilmember Mickelsen moved that they be paid as presented and as money becomes available.  Seconded by Councilmember Dyreng.  Councilmembers voting “aye”:  Darren
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Dyreng, Vaun Mickelsen, Ryan Phelps, Korry Soper and Jason Vernon.  Councilmembers voting “nay”: none.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
General Account

	Kyson Worwood
	$     388.43

	Kenny Keller
	       388.43

	Manti Post Office
	       477.99

	Barret Haughton
	         30.00

	Town Place Suites
	       545.24

	Town Place Suites
	       545.24

	Framework Meet & Destination
	    2,020.00

	Utah State Tax Commission
	  12,416.52

	Utah State Tax Commission
	    2,170.15

	Ron Landsdell
	         13.73

	Virgie Kjar
	       150.00

	Joan Shand
	       150.00

	Carolyn Bessey
	       150.00

	Barbara Jensen
	       150.00

	Barbara Sue Barton
	       150.00

	Dixie Sorensen
	       150.00

	Utah Municipal Power Agency 
	  76,970.87

	Dirk’s Farmhouse Restaurant
	         58.07





												
						Natasha R. Madsen, Mayor


												
						Kent Barton, Recorder/Administrator 
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