Loa Town & Waterworks

80 West Center ~ P.O. Box 183 ~ Loa, UT  84747

Phone 435.836.2160 ~ Fax 435.836.2266

Mayor – Cody Grundy, Town Clerk – Michelle Brian
Loa Town & Waterworks Council Meeting                                              December 9, 2021
Mayor Grundy opens the meeting. Town board members present: Ryan Rees is present, Chris Olsen is present, Bart Brian is absent, Bruce Brown is absent, Matt Morgan is present, and Michelle Brian is absent. 
Visitor: Principal of Loa Elementary, Wendy Potter, Tyler Newton and Nicole Brown 
Business Items:
Arsenic results: Matt said the blend is #.0095, so that’s good. 

Matt said that he was contacted by Elissa Butcher, who owns a home out in the petty subdivision, she claims that her handicapped son took a urine sample and his lead levels were extremely high. She wanted to know how much lead was in our water. We don’t have high levels of lead in our water. Matt requested a lead sample kit from Chemtech, so that he could test her home specifically though. She does have an old meter and the old service line out there is galvanized, but the piping into her home would all be new. Jackson’s were the ones that installed the new line from the town line to her home. The town tests for lead and copper every 2 years, it was done in 2019 and everything was fine then. They will wait and see what the lead tests show when they get them back. It’s definitely a mystery. Matt took some scrap metal to Sigurd and brought a check from that. Matt is working on shouldering on some streets. He says there was a block that ended up having an 8-inch water line, from 100 E. to 200 E. in front of the forest service. They are projecting having some money left over from the water project, so Matt said the board needs to decide on a few blocks with lines that they want upgraded too. The mayor suggests the line by Josh Brown’s, it’s a 4 inch and that’s not quite a full block, maybe adding a fire hydrant on the end of it. Matt said there is also 300 W. to 400 W. by Scott Ellett’s that is 2-inch galvanized, so that would be a good one to upgrade too. The mayor also suggested maybe the Potter line, maybe going further on it. They have a progress meeting with Sunrise and Jackson’s on Tuesday. Did they check the change order from them? They will need it signed. Jackson’s had trouble getting clean samples on the line from the fairgrounds to the town ditch. It passed pressure test, but not the bacteria test, so they had to do more flushing and it finally passed. Mayor Grundy also asked if Jackson’s could bore under the road by LaRue’s, because that is a street that they just got oiled so tearing it up would be a bad idea. Ryan said they probably could, but it would be really expensive to do that with an 8-inch line. There would be mobilization costs for that. Maybe they should just cut it, hard to say what would be the best way to handle that and least expensive way. Matt will check with them. They have had some problems with water shut offs that should have been avoided. It was mistakes made by Jackson’s and also Matt for not turning valves back on when they made some tie ins. They upset some people and they were able to get it turned back on quickly, but they need to be more careful about those kinds of things. Matt and Sunrise told Jackson’s to be better about communicating to the public about the outages of water also. They need to be better about the time frame for water being shut off, so people are staying happy. The need to keep the public happy while this project is happening is very important. That is all Matt has at this time. 
Mayor Grundy asks for motion to approve November minutes. Chris motions to accept the November minutes. Ryan seconds the motion to approve November minutes. All vote in favor. Motion carries. Minutes for November are passed. 

Mayor Grundy asks for a motion to approve the accounts payable for December. Ryan motions to approve the accounts payable for December, Chris seconds the motion. All vote in favor. Motion carries accounts payable for December are passed. 
Bank recs., standard financial reports, deposits, and delinquent water list are all approved by signature of all town board members. Michelle also has them make sure all the checks written match the reconciliation’s as well.
Principal Wendy Potter came to address the board concerning the safety hazards the elementary is facing, with the increased traffic the last couple of years, during the student drop off and pick up. They have been looking at doing a few different things to help with the safety issues. Currently, they have 2 way stops at center street and 100 East and also on 100 S. 100 E., they would like Loa Town to consider changing those to 4 way stops instead. A lot of kids cross on center street and some cross on 100 S. neither of these have cross walks. It would be good if those could be painted cross walks, not necessarily manned, but painted would help make drivers be more cautious in those areas as well. There seems to be a lot more parents that bring their kids to school rather than using the bus to take them, so it has increased a lot of traffic and caused a lot more concern. They do have a crosswalk guard on main street, but that doesn’t help the other areas that seem to be used more often now. She says that Tyler Newton (Wayne School District Financial Advisor) and Nicole Brown (crosswalk guard) have been researching things and have learned that the responsibility for the crosswalk guard actually falls under Loa Town jurisdiction and not under the school district. The school district is currently paying the crosswalk guard and has for as long as anyone can find, but UDOT has clarified that this should actually be the responsibility of Loa Town. Ryan asks if they can explain what the job entails. Wendy says it is about ½ hour to 45 minutes in the morning before school and then the same amount of time after school. She said right now they are paying paraprofessionals to do this job and the pay rate varies from $12 to $16 per hour. Nicole said that the state legislature states that the town is completely liable for this and they should be paying for it and handling the hiring as well. They want to turn it all over to the town. The mayor said, why hasn’t this ever been brought up before? The town has not been aware that it is their responsibility, so how long as this been the law? They didn’t know the answer to that. Nicole said that 20 years ago when Cathy Brian started there was supposedly some agreement made between the school and the town and they both agreed on paying half, but that has never been the case. Ryan said he would like to have some time for the board to investigate it and find out what may have taken place. They will certainly take it over if that is the law, but they need time to do some research on the matter first. The town boards asks if they can give them until next board meeting to try to get more information on it. Ryan asked Nicole what her role is on the crosswalk? Is she currently in charge of it? Does she have to find others to do it when she can’t? She said that Cathy Brian does Monday through Thursday and she does Friday’s. She also did it half the year last year. They usually just ask another parent to help when they can’t. They have not been trained and they have had some close calls, so they think the trainings would be important. It’s usually about ½ hour to 45 minutes a day. Tyler said the starting pay is probably the $12 an hour, but they get whatever they are at on the pay scale through the school already, so that is why it varies between $12-$16 per hour. Cody asked why Bicknell didn’t have one at the middle school or at the high school. Nicole said it is not mandatory for them to have crosswalk guards in the schools with older kids, but they have to at the elementary schools. They are looking into other things they can do on their property with buses and parking, but there’s not much room that way either. They have spoken to Leavitt’s about a small piece of property behind the school to buy or for them to donate to the school that may help a little with parking, but they don’t know yet on that and it’s still not a lot of help. They are optimistic that they can build a new school in five years, but they have to deal with safety and issues now of course. The board sees the need and definitely wants to help the school out. They want it to be safe for everyone on the streets. 
The mayor asks for a motion to install the four way stops and painted lines for the crosswalks on 100 south and center street. Ryan motions to install the four way stops at 100 E. and 100 S. and 100 E and center street and the painted lines for the crosswalks on 100 E. and 100 S. and 100 E.  and center street. Chris seconds the motion. All vote in favor for the 4 way stops and lines on crosswalks. Motion carries. 
The mayor also asks for a motion to assume the responsibility of the hiring and paying crosswalk guards, after some research has been done and Nicole helps Michelle understand what the town needs to know before taking it over. Ryan makes a motion to accept the responsibility of the hiring and paying crosswalk guards after some further research has been done and after Nicole helps Michelle understand what the town board needs to know before taking it over completely. Chris seconds this motion to accept responsibility for the crosswalk guards with the stipulations presented above. All vote in favor. Motion carries. Chris offers to help with figuring it all out with Michelle too. They will try to have some idea of what they need to know by next month’s meeting. They have already approved their budget for this fiscal year, so they will need to see what they need to do on that end too. That may be the only problem with accepting the take over this year, but they will find out and let the school know. 
The board is good with the Christmas party being held on Monday, January 10 not the 9th, that’s a Sunday. They made the change, since Michelle had the wrong date written down. They agreed on 6:30 pm as the time to have it. 
Ryan addresses the board on behalf of Harward & Rees Construction concerning a gravel pit, they are trying to get permission for, from the Wayne County Planning Commission. One of the things the Wayne County Planning Commission requested for approval is a letter from Loa Town saying that the town will sell them water for this property. The area is outside of Loa Town limits and is not a place that a water line from Loa Town can be installed, due to where the water tanks sit. The water would need to be purchased from a hydrant meter or a regular meter. The county purchases water using the town’s hydrant meter for roads, so that could be an option. Or, the other option would be to haul it from Harward & Rees’s shop meter in town to the property. Matt said the county has the town’s hydrant meter, because they had been using it for roads. Ryan said Harward & Rees could purchase their own hydrant meter if they needed and pay Loa Town for the water used that way too. Matt said they can get the town’s hydrant meter back to use. It’s the town’s not the county’s, they were just using it for short term. Mayor Grundy says the town has charged other groups like Staker Parson’s & Brown Bros $1 per 1,000 gallons, so he thinks this would be no different. Mayor Grundy says Fremont Water charges Grundy Concrete $1 per 1,000 gallons for his batch plant in Fremont too, so it makes sense to just do the same across the board. Ryan is good with whatever seems fair to the town board. Due to the fact that there aren’t enough board members present with Ryan abstaining, no motion could be made at this meeting.  Michelle can still send the letter to the Wayne County Planning Commission that Harward & Rees can use their own meter for water at the gravel pit for now. They will discuss the topic at the next meeting.  
Information Items:
There is an elected officials training for all newly elected officials for the yearly training held on December 11 at the following locations, Logan, Taylorsville, Orem, Price, Cedar City, Blanding or Ephraim are the places to go to. Chris would see if they are zoomed closer or if there are any other trainings later than December 11 for them to attend. 

Matt said he has his water conference on February 28-March 4th just so that they are aware that he will be gone for that during those days. 

No other information was discussed.

The mayor asks if anyone wants to make a motion to adjourn. Chris makes a motion that they adjourn. Ryan seconds it. All vote in favor. Motion carries.   
Meeting Adjourned.
