MINUTES
Emery County 
Public Lands Council
July 6, 2021

PLC: Rod Player, Les Wilberg, Ray Petersen, Ed Geary, Wayne Pahl, Ed Geary, Leon McElprang, 
PL STAFF: Commissioner Kent Wilson, Commissioner Gil Conover, Commissioner Lynn Sitterud,  Jim Jennings, Jan Olsen
Visitors: Larry Johansen, Nathan Martinez (State Parks), Carolyn Phippen (Senator Lee), Julie Johansen (new paper), Matthew Way (USFS), Kyle Beagley (BLM)) Larry Ellertson (Rep Curtis), Clay Crozier, Darren Olsen, Chandler Beatler,  Chris Conrad (BLM), Ben Stillerman (filming), Lucas Pruitt (filming), Ryan Jones 
Electronically: Dana Dean (DOGM), Kim McFarlane (PLC) 

1. Welcome

2. Approval of Minutes for Jun 1, 2021
Ray Petersen made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Seconded by Ed Geary.  Motion passed. 

3. Chairman Comments  
Ed Geary, Jim Jennings, and Les Thompson went down to Buck Master mine sites that have been closed and preserving the mines to make the area safe for the public. Doing a great job preserving the history in these areas.   Public safety is their high priority, and they have found some sinkholes. Doing studies and preserving bat life. 

4. Commission Report on Emery Land Bill 
Commissioner Kent Wilson reported that Greg Sheehan was in town a week ago, discussing the public lands bill.  BLM has to visit each site and inspect them before going forward.  

5. Marc Stilson Colorado presentation:  Conflict and Marc was unable to attend. 

6. Agency Reports and Council Member Comments
· Bureau of Land Management (BLM)  
Kyle Beagly reports.  Buck Master draw field visit went well, received good feedback.  SITLA Lands exchange -BLM has to visit each site and fill out a form, take photos and survey for each one, then after the survey is done they have to go back and revisit, taking some time.  The due date of Sept 15th, 2021 to be wrapped up. 
Bear Fire burned over 12,000 acres up by Helper, working on action reports on drainage for that area. RAC meeting on Aug 11th.  NEPA projects are still being worked on.  Doing expansion and campground Improvements.  

· Division of Water Rights (DWRi) 
No representative  

· Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining (DOGM)
Dana Dean was unable to report due to problems with the computer. 

· Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR) 
No representative 

· School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA).
No representative 

· Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF) 
Matt Way reported that current fire restrictions, June 25 stage 2 restriction, no igniting or open flame anywhere.   Can not smoke outside, no blasting.   They have increased their patrols. People are still not abiding by the laws, still having fires. Struggling with compliance.  All restrictions with the State, Forest, and BLM are the same. Propane is permitted if it has a shut-off valve.  
Removing the old pipeline, closing campgrounds while they are doing this for the safety of the public
Darren Olsen reported wildfires have been put at 90+% containment, in Helper and Moab. BEAR work stands for BURN AREA EMERGENCY WORK RESPONSE TEAM, this is ongoing.  They are checking what is the most urgent places and doing work in those areas to prevent flooding and other impacts to those areas. Need money for the policing during the fires, had to pull out firefighters because could not slow down the traffic. The public needs to slow down!!!  Logging continues in Black Canyon, to put an end to those 20-year-old burned trees.  Illegal activity at the bottom of Black Canyon, growing or cooking something there, has been camped there for a month.   
 *Document regarding Restoration and Fuels Fires Reduction how they are going to go about it and how fences will be replaced.  


· Utah State Parks and Recreation
Nathan Martinez reports Brian Curtis remains busy, water is low at Milsite. Huntington lake is low and Schofield is holding steady.   Goblin Valley visitation is way down from last year.  Green River opening up for events had good attendance.  Stage 2 fire restrictions as well.    
  
· Utah State Department of Agriculture
Ryan Jones reports one program is the agriculture incentive program, Nurturant Management Plan, on their farm ground.  Pay the producer to implement this plan.  
Hay resource bank, people around the state can locate hay on the website. 

· Washington Delegation Staff
Carolyn Phippen reports the Native Species Act lawsuit in Cedar City on the prairie dog and how to manage it.  The Federal Government has no regulation to manage an animal that is only in one State and can not be sold. State law to govern law on State roads, not Federal Government.   Spending is getting bigger and bigger in congress.
Clay reported Romney has introduced a 28 member commission for Wildfire Bill recommendations, how to fight wildfires.  Bipartisan inf-structure bill.
Larry Ellertson reports an effort to notify big tech companies' responsibility to protect our youth from the things they are seeing on the internet and bullying.  Climate caucus and the impacts. 

7. Additional Issues From Council Member  
Field Trip up Huntington Canyon in August, in place of this meeting. 
Getting fences that have burned down needs to be rebuilt.  
Not seeing deer upon the mountains.  Need to get deer herds back in the mountains. 

8.  Concerned citizens with Emery County-related issues.
No comment 

 
9. Adjourn 
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