
 

 

 
RIVERDALE CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

CIVIC CENTER - 4600 S. WEBER RIVER DR.  
TUESDAY –OCTOBER 1, 2013 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Riverdale City Council held Tuesday, October 1, 
2013 at 6:00 PM at the Riverdale Civic Center, 4600 South Weber River Drive. 
 
Members Present: Bruce Burrows, Mayor 

Don Hunt, Councilor 
   Michael Staten, Councilor 

Norm Searle, Councilor 
Alan Arnold, Councilor 
 

Member Excused: Braden Mitchell, Councilor  
 
Others Present: Larry Hansen, City Administrator; Michael Eggett, Community 

Development Director; Shawn Douglas, Public Works Director; 
Ember Herrick, City Recorder and 17 members of the public 
including Harmon Jensen, Wayne Higgs, Brian Christensen, Janice 
Christensen, Chandler Christensen, Kyson Christensen, Dave 
Ashby, Cheryl Ashby, Matthew Ashby, Annie Ashby, Sara Ashby, 
Cody Ashby, Doug Petersen, Cody Hansen, Charles Kerkvliet and 
David Leahy.    

 
A.  Welcome & Roll Call  
Mayor Burrows called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance including all 
Council members except for Councilor Mitchell who is excused.   
 
B.  Pledge of Allegiance  
City Administrator Larry Hansen led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
C.  Moment of Silence    
Mayor Burrows read a prayer Benjamin Franklin prayed each day and he asked everyone 
to remember our U.S. military service members and national officials in the hope that 
they will act in our country’s best interest.  
 
D.  Open Communications   
Mayor Burrows invited any member of the public with questions or concerns to address 
the Council and there were none.   
 
E.  Presentations and Reports 
Mayor Burrows said the Riverdale Fire Department Open House will be held on Thursday 
October 10, 2013 and will include a chili cook off to raise money for the fire association.  He 
said tonight the city is honoring some young heroes who assisted the Riverdale Police and 
Riverdale resident Doug Petersen in recovering two stolen bicycles.  Mayor Burrows said 
citizen watches are vital to a safe community and he read a proclamation honoring Matthew, 
Derek, and Sara Ashby and Chandler Christensen for chasing down some juvenile suspects 



 

 

who had stolen two custom bicycles from a neighbor’s home.  Mayor Burrows and City 
Administrator Larry Hansen gave the young people Riverdale City hats and certificates of 
recognition and thanked them for their bravery and service to the community and Mayor 
Burrows thanked Mr. Petersen for his efforts to recover the stolen property.   

There were no items on the Recorder’s Report and no new updates to the Community 
Development Status Report not discussed in the work session.   
 
F.  Consent Items 
Mayor Burrows asked if there were any changes to the September 17, 2013 work session 
and regular Council meeting minutes or the executive session minutes and none were 
noted. 

Motion:    Councilor Hunt moved to approve the consent items as amended.  
Councilor Arnold seconded the motion.   

 
Mayor Burrows asked for discussion on the motion and there was none.   

 
Call the Question:  The motion passed unanimously.         

G.  Action Items 

1. Consideration of Ordinance 846 approving a proposed Rezone request 
from A-1 to R-1-10 for a residence located at 5759 South Weber Drive 

Mayor Burrows said the first action item is consideration of Ordinance 846 approving a 
proposed rezone request from A-1 to R-1-10 for a residence located at 5759 South Weber 
Drive.  Community Development Director Michael Eggett said Riverdale resident 
Harmon Jensen is requesting a rezone from non-conforming A-1 to R-1-10 conforming 
so that he can make improvements to his home or build a new home.  According to Mr. 
Eggett, Mr. Jensen cannot change the footprint of his home built in 1904 with the current 
zoning because his lot is less than 40,000 square feet.  Mr. Eggett said the Planning 
Commission held a public hearing on September 24, 2013 and forwarded a unanimous 
favorable recommendation to the Council for their consideration.  Councilor Hunt asked 
what the lot size is and Mr. Eggett said it is .79 acres around 32,000 square feet.  
Councilor Hunt asked if Mr. Jensen intends to subdivide and Mr. Jensen said he hasn’t 
made a decision yet but the R-1-10 rezone will allow him some flexibility.  Mr. Jensen 
said he doesn’t believe his current home is structurally sound enough to improve so it 
will likely need to be demolished and rebuilt.  He said even if he does subdivide and 
build a new home, he will need to live in his existing home until the new structure is 
built.  Councilor Hunt asked if there is sufficient frontage on Mr. Jensen’s parcel to meet 
the city’s current setback requirements and Mr. Eggett staff will ensure that any new 
structure meets the standards established in city code and he said if Mr. Jensen decides to 
subdivide the Council will have an opportunity to consider that request at a future 
meeting. 
 

Motion:    Councilor Arnold moved to approve Ordinance 846 approving a 
proposed rezone request from A-1 to R-1-10 for a residence 
located at 5759 South Weber Drive.  Councilor Searle seconded 
the motion.   

 



 

 

Mayor Burrows asked for discussion on the motion and there was none.   
 
Roll Call Vote: Councilor Staten, aye; Councilor Hunt, aye; Councilor 

Searle, aye; and Councilor Arnold, aye.  The motion passed 
unanimously.     

 
           2. Consideration of Ford F 550 truck purchase for Riverdale City Public 

Works Department for an amount not to exceed $60,000.00 
Mayor Burrows said the second action item is consideration of a Ford F 550 truck 
purchase for Riverdale City’s Public Works Department for an amount not to exceed 
$60,000.00.  Public Works Director Shawn Douglas said the truck purchase includes a 
snowplow and dump bed and will be purchased on state contract at a price quoted at 
$53,840.20.  Mr. Douglas said he is relatively confident the Ford F 550 will be sufficient 
but he is asking the Council to approve up to $60,000 so that if extra work needs to be 
done to the hydraulic system so that the snowplow functions properly he will not need to 
bring a second request back to the Council.  Councilor Searle said he is impressed that 
the truck being replaced has been used by the Riverdale Public Works Department for 16 
years and that the amount Mr. Douglas is requesting is under the $63,000 budgeted 
amount. 
 

Motion:    Councilor Searle moved to approve purchase of a Ford F 550 truck 
for Riverdale City Public Works Department for an amount not to 
exceed $60,000.00.  Councilor Staten seconded the motion.   

 
Mayor Burrows asked for discussion on the motion and there was none.   

 
Roll Call Vote: Councilor Hunt, aye; Councilor Searle, aye; Councilor 

Arnold, aye; and Councilor Staten, aye.  The motion passed 
unanimously.     

 
H. Discretionary Items  

Mayor Burrows asked if there were any discretionary items and Councilor Staten said 
Debbie Stevens who works at Riverdale Elementary contacted him to complain about the 
state of the water fountain near the elementary at Riverdale Park.  Mr. Douglas said he is 
considering using Weber County Recreation Arts Museums Parks (RAMP) grant money 
to replace the drinking fountain in 2014.  He said even if the fountain is replaced the 
ongoing problem is that school aged children put sand and sticks down the drain causing 
it to clog.  According to Mr. Douglas, better supervision of children during recess is the 
only real solution to keeping this fountain in good working order, but he said it is on his 
list of scheduled replacements in 2014.   

Councilor Searle said a resident who lives on Ritter Drive complained to him about cars 
turning eastbound from Freeway Park Drive onto Ritter Drive, which is a clearly 
restricted traffic movement.  Mr. Hansen said he will ask Riverdale Police to increase 
their efforts to patrol this area and issue tickets for traffic violators. 

Councilor Searle said a resident also complained to him about cyclists nearly colliding 
with pedestrians on the River Park Trail after witnessing an elderly woman who fell off 



 

 

the trail into the gravel after being side swiped by a fast moving cyclist.  According to 
Councilor Searle, the complainant requested the city consider putting signs along the trail 
clearly stating the courteous behavior is expected when cyclists pass pedestrians and that 
they announce that they are passing on the left.   

Councilor Searle said he had also received a complaint from a resident who has lived by 
the kayak park for the last three years and feels there is a need for a yield sign at the 
intersection of 600 West so that traffic coming from the north yields or stops.  He asked 
that the police and/or Riverdale’s Risk Management Committee investigate if a traffic 
sign is warranted at this intersection and Mr. Hansen said the police did recently follow 
up with another neighbor who was concerned about traffic speeds in this area.  Mr. 
Douglas said the police investigated the intersection and there were no documented 
accidents to justify a sign but they had committed to patrol the intersection and ticket 
traffic violators.   

Mayor Burrows extended condolences to Riverdale Administrative Assistant Lynette 
Limburg and her family at the recent passing of her mother.   

Adjournment: 
With no further business to come before the Council at this time, Councilor Arnold 
moved to adjourn the meeting.  Councilor Hunt seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at approximately 6:28 p.m.   
 
Approved: November 6, 2013         Attest:  
 
 
______________________                                ____________________________ 
Bruce Burrows, Mayor           Ember Herrick, City Recorder    
 


