
MINUTES OF COMBINED COMMISSION WORKING & REGULAR SESSION MEETING HELD DECEMBER 20, 2021, BEGINNING AT 9:00 A.M. IN 
DUCHESNE UTAH, 
Present-
Commission Chairman Greg Todd, Commissioner Greg Miles, County Attorney Deputy Tyler Allred, Public Works Director Ben Henderson, Clerk-Auditor Deputy Janet Jenkins, Clerk-Auditor Deputy Judy Stevenson, Human Resource Director Melissa Yergensen, Treasurer Deputy Connie Sweat, and Commission Assistant Melissa Hughes is taking minutes. 

Absent-
	Commissioner Irene Hansen
Opening Comments
(9:00 a.m.)
Chairman Todd welcomes everyone to the meeting.

Pledge of Allegiance
(9:01 a.m.)

Public Works Update
(9:02 a.m.)
Public Works Director Ben Henderson gives an update on existing projects and upcoming work. The crew is continue working on the Koch Field Road project (County Road 22). They have the side dump truck back from the body shop, it was there for repairs for about four and a half months. The crew is set up very well in the shop, they are waiting for the snow. 

Discussion & Consideration to Purchase a New Truck for the Road Department
(9:09 a.m.) 
Public Works Director Ben Henderson presents a listing of a used Ford F550 mechanic truck in Arizona. They will need to go and see the truck in person to make sure it is what they want. A new mechanic truck would cost around $128,000.00. This truck is a 2007 Ford F550 with 50,050 miles, for $49,500.00. Their existing mechanic truck needs to be replaced, it is worn out and is no longer dependable.  Commissioner Miles makes a motion to purchase the 2007 Ford F550 Mechanic Truck for $49,500.00. Commissioner Todd seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes. 

Discussion & Consideration of the Department of Health Contract – Postponed by General Consent
(9:16 a.m.)

Review of Board of Appointments – Postponed by General Consent
(9:20 a.m.)

Discussion & Consideration of Contract with Sunrise Engineering for Gateway Building Repairs & Remodel
(9:28 a.m.)
Commissioner Miles attended the meeting with Sunrise Engineering and others to discuss the repairs and remodel of the Gateway building. This contract authorizes them to start the engineering plans for the building. The plan is to update all the plumbing and electrical. In the building there are 4 conference rooms, they are going to remove the walls to have one large space. They will install an accordion style divider to separate the room if needed. Completing these repairs and remodel will give the Library extra space and provide more room for our seniors in a downtown location. Commissioner Miles makes a motion to authorize the chair to sign Work Release No. 2022-1 from Sunrise Engineering. Commissioner Todd seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Discussion & Consideration of Surplus Items 
(9:36 a.m.)
There are two items that need to be approved from the Building and Grounds Department: a sink, and a pallet of florescent light fixtures. These items came out of the old jail. Commissioner Miles makes a motion to approve the two items to be placed on the surplus website. Commissioner Todd seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Discussion for COVID-19 Update
(9:38 a.m.)
Commissioner Miles gives the Tri-County COVID-19 update. Uintah County 7-day average percent positivity was 12% with 112 cases in the past 14 days, they are in high transmission. Duchesne County 7-day average percent positivity was 8% with 47 cases in the past 14 days, and is in moderate transmission. Daggett County 7-day average percent positivity was 33% with 3 cases in the past 14 days and are in low transmission. Statewide total ICU utilization is 97%. The seven-day COVID-19 utilization is 41%. Human Resource Director Melissa Yergensen stated the Appellate Courts have overturned the Stay on the vaccine mandate and OSHA has given a January 10th, 2022 enforcement date. What this means for Duchesne County is, if the mandate passes the county will be required to test weekly all unvaccinated employees and they must wear a mask at all times. Employees will not be required to get vaccinated to stay employed, but they must test weekly and have a negative test. If the county doesn’t comply they could be fined by OSHA. Director Yergensen suggests that the Commission start planning the steps that will need to be taken if this goes into effect. 

Auditors Office - Vouchers
 (9:59 a.m.)
Clerk-Auditor Deputy Judy Stevenson presents the vouchers for December 20, 2021, check number 155960 through 156050, for $738,280.14. Commissioner Miles makes a motion to approve the vouchers as presented for 12/20/2021.  Commissioner Todd seconds the motion.  All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

HR Office – Payroll
(10:03 a.m.)
Human Resource Director Melissa Yergensen presented the payroll report ending December 13, 2021. There were 234 employees paid. Commissioner Miles makes a motion to accept the payroll report ending December 13, 2021 as presented. Commissioner Todd seconds the motion. All commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Auditor’s Office – Tax Adjustment
 (10:06 a.m.)
Clerk-Auditor Deputy Janet Jenkins presents the tax adjustment for the Assessor’s office. The adjustments are credits for parcels changed from primary with declaration. The total credit amount is $8,543.67. Commissioner Miles makes a motion to approve the tax adjustments as presented. Commissioner Todd seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes

Auditor’s Office – Tax Abatement
 (10:09 a.m.)
Treasurer Deputy Connie Sweat presented the Auditor’s Individual Abatement Report dated 12/17/2021. There is 1 individual for the Circuit Breaker for the amount of $196.51, and 2 individuals for Veterans in the total amount of $1,373.23. The total amount for the Auditor’s Individual Abatement Report is $1,569.74. Commissioner Miles makes a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Abatement report as presented by Treasurer Deputy Connie Sweat. Commissioner Todd seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Consideration of Minutes for Combined Commission Meeting held December 13, 2021 
(10:13 a.m.)
Parties review minutes for the Combined Commission meeting held on December 13, 2021. Commissioner Miles makes a motion to accept the minutes for December 13, 2021 with corrections.  Commissioner Todd seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Discussion of possible subjects for the next meeting
(10:25 a.m.)

Commission Calendaring &Weekly Update on Events
(10:27 a.m.)

Closed Meeting – Strategy Session to Discuss: The Character, Professional Competence, or Physical or Mental Health of an Individual
(10:35 a.m.)
Commissioner Miles makes a motion to go in and out of a closed meeting for a strategy session to discuss: the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual. Commissioner Todd seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Back in Session
(12:19 p.m.)

Discussion & Consideration for Appointment of the Justice Court Judge
(12:19 p.m.)
Commissioner Todd discusses the process that was taken to interview the three candidates for the open Justice Court Judge for Duchesne County. He appreciates our interim Judge Birch who has been filling in since Judge Poulson’s retirement. Commissioner Miles makes a motion to appoint E. Jed Labrum, J.D., Attorney at Law, to fill the bench of the Justice Court Judge for Duchesne County. Commissioner Todd seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Adjournment
(12:26 p.m.)
Commissioner Miles makes a motion to adjourn the meeting at 12:26 p.m. Commissioner Todd seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the forum adjourns.

Back in Session
(12:26 p.m.)
Commissioner Miles makes a motion to go back into session. Commissioner Todd seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the forum is back in session.
 
Discussion & Consideration of the Opioid Settlement
(12:27 p.m.)
Duchesne County Attorney Deputy Tyler Allred presented Subdivision Janssen Settlement Participation form, and Subdivision Distributor Settlement Participation form. These are in consistence with the motion from last week to notify the Utah Association of Counties that our current intentions are to join the Opioid Settlement. Commissioner Miles makes a motion to authorize the chair to sign the Subdivision Janssen and Subdivision Distributor Participation Forms. Commissioner Todd seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the motion passes.

Adjournment
(12:30 p.m.)
Commissioner Miles makes a motion to adjourn the meeting at 12:30 p.m. Commissioner Todd seconds the motion. All Commissioners vote aye, and the forum adjourns.
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