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ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
DECEMBER 7, 2021
PUBLIC HEARING – 6:00 P.M.
REGULAR MEETING – 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST


Mayor Melani Torgersen called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Guy Graham, Marlene Stowe, Dan’l Lindsay, Lenza Wilson, Chad Lyman, City Attorney Barry Huntington and City Recorder Stephanie Steed. 

Also present were Terence Tontlewicz, Fred Spencer, Julie Brugger, Garfield County Deputy Trent Feltner and Jacob Croft. 

Phil Squires joined electronically.

Mayor Torgersen led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk10560380]Council member Stowe made a motion to adopt the agenda as written. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lyman, Wilson, Lindsay and Graham voting aye. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 16, 2021 MEETING
Council member Wilson made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 16, 2021 meeting as written. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Lindsay, Lyman, Stowe and Graham voting aye. 

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING
Council member Lyman made a motion to open the Public Hearing at 6:02 p.m. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Lyman, Graham, Lindsay and Stowe voting aye. 

ORDINANCE 2021-13 AMENDING ORDINANCE 10.30.025 RECREATIONAL
VEHICLE EXEMPTION TO LOCATION AND USE.
Council member Stowe explained Ordinance 2021-13. 	

There were no questions or comments.

ORDINANCE 2021-14 AMENDING ORDINANCE 10.02.050 CAMP HOST DEFINITION. 
Council member Stowe explained Ordinance 2021-14.

There were no questions or comments. 
CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING 
Council member Stowe made a motion to close the public hearing at 6:04 p.m. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lindsay, Lyman, Wilson and Graham voting aye. 

DECISION ON ORDINANCE 2021-13 AMENDING ORDINANCE 10.30.025
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE EXEMPTION TO LOCATION AND USE.
Council member Stowe explained Planning and Zoning had a Public Hearing last week on this item and there were no questions or comments. Mayor Torgersen said she would suggest changing conditional use permit to permit. Council member Wilson said he agrees to get rid of the conditional use permit. Council member Lindsay said the first paragraph of this ordinance can tie together with a building permit. Attorney Huntington explained with a conditional use permit the City can put conditions on the permit and if there are any complaints, we can pull the permit. Council member Lindsay said the permit would be terminated in a year with the building permit. Attorney Huntington said with the conditional use the city can track the permit and give conditions. 

[bookmark: _Hlk89855123]Council member Lindsay asked what the purpose was of the second part of this ordinance. Council member Lindsay explained right now the City has an ordinance where in an RV park you cannot stay for over one-hundred-and-twenty-days. Council member Lindsay asked why we are trying to run someone’s RV Park for them. Council member Lindsay said if RV Park owners want to have customers stay for eight months why is the City trying to stop that. Council member Lindsay asked why are we limiting the amount of days people can stay in an RV park when the RV Park is trying to make money and the City is making thirteen percent tax on the stay. Council member Wilson said he agrees. Council member Lindsay said he would like to deny the second part of this ordinance and have Planning and Zoning do away with the one-hundred-and-twenty-day rule. Council member Lindsay said if someone wants to rent a spot for a year and a half that is great and the RV Park is making money. Council member Wilson said how do we enforce how long people can stay in an RV Park. This item was discussed at length. Council member Lindsay made a motion to approve the first paragraph in Ordinance 2021-13 with the stipulation to take out the conditional use and deny the second paragraph. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Wilson, Lindsay, Stowe and Lyman voting aye

DECISION ON ORDINANCE 2021-14 AMENDING ORDINANCE 10.02.050 CAMP HOST DEFINITION. 
City Recorder Steed recommended adding the Camp Host Definition to the Ordinance book. Council member Wilson said he would like to add Host(s) to the definition. Council member Lyman said he is concerned about the RVer in the Camp Host Definition. City Attorney Huntington said he would recommend adding a definition of an RVer. Council member Wilson made a motion to approve ordinance 2021-14 with the stipulation we add (s) to the Host and require a definition of an RVer. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Stowe, Graham, Wilson and Lindsay voting aye. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were no public comments at this time.

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS 
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
SWAYBACK RIDGE SUBDIVISION
Council member Stowe explained this project. Council member Stowe said Planning and Zoning had a Public Hearing on this project last week and it meets all the requirements, so they recommended it for approval. Council member Lindsay asked how many lots are in Phase 2 of the Swayback Ridge Subdivision. City Recorder Steed said nine. Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the Swayback Ridge Subdivision. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Lyman, Stowe, Wilson and Lindsay voting aye.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk89269508]TIM VOGEL AND JAN PATTERSON – HOME, GARAGE AND RV PAD – 675 W. 
500 S. RR-10
Council member Stowe explained this project. Council member Stowe said Planning and Zoning recommended the home and garage for approval. Council member Stowe said the Planning and Zoning recommended the RV Pad with utilities be denied due to it not being a permitted use. 
Council member Wilson said if it is for parking their RV and not hooking up to the utilities it is fine. This item was discussed at length and the Home and Garage can be approved but not the RV pad with utilities. Council member Stowe made a motion to approve Mr. Vogel and Ms. Patterson’s home and garage. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Lyman, Graham, Lindsay and Stowe voting aye. 

CROFT REMODELING – REMODEL AND BUSINESS SIGN – 115 W MAIN STREET R/C
Mr. Croft explained this project. Mr. Croft said he is the contractor that will be doing the remodel for Mr. Roberts. Council member Stowe said this project meets all the requirements and Planning and Zoning has recommended it for approval. Council member Lyman asked if the barn would need utilities. Mr. Croft said they will connect to the existing utilities. Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the Municipal Project Approval Form for Croft Remodeling. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lindsay, Stowe, Graham, Wilson and Lyman Voting aye. 

SCHEDULED ITEMS
GARFIELD COUNTY SHERIFF DANNY PERKINS – UPDATE
Garfield County Deputy Trent Feltner said Sheriff Perkins could not attend tonight’s meeting but would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas. 

TIM VOGEL AND JAN PATTERSON – NEW WATER AND SEWER CONNECTION 675 W 500 S. 
City Recorder Steed explained that this Water and Sewer connection goes with the Municipal Project Approval form for Mr. Vogel and Ms. Patterson. Council member Wilson made a motion to approve the water and sewer connection for Mr. Vogel and Ms. Patterson. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lyman, Wilson, Lindsay and Graham voting aye. 

MARK AUSTIN – QUIT CLAIM 200 NORTH 
Council member Lindsay explained there has been several meetings in the past year on this item. Council member Lindsay explained this is a parcel of ground by the County Road Shed. Council member Lindsay said when Mr. Austin purchased his property the Title Company shows he owns this piece. Council member Lindsay said after further research Garfield County shows the City owns the property and it is a recorded deed at the Courthouse. Council member Lindsay said regardless of what the Title Company has recorded, the County recording has precedence. 
Council member Lindsay made a motion to deny the Quit Claim due to the City already owning the property. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Stowe, Graham, Lindsay and Wilson voting aye. 
	
MARK AUSTIN – REQUEST TO ABANDON 500 WEST
[bookmark: _Hlk89860741]Council member Lindsay explained the request from Mr. Austin to abandon five hundred West. Council member Lindsay said this request is part of the Quit Claim deal but after the information we received today there is no property to trade. Council member Lindsay said 
Mr. Austin has two roads that go through his property that are currently not being used but are established City Roads. Council member Lindsay said if we were to approve the abandonment of five hundred West, we would be giving Mr. Austin City property. Council member Wilson asked if there would be any future use for five hundred West. Council member Graham said when the Moqui Motel and Café were in business they complained about the water quality because they were on a dead-end line. Council member Graham said the City looped the water line up five hundred West. Council member Graham said if the City were to abandon this road, he would 
not approve any water hook ups on the line because it would be on private property. Mayor Torgersen asked if it would be a good idea to keep the waterline on five hundred West. Council member Graham said for Mr. Austin yes. Mayor Torgersen asked if the City eliminates the waterline will the quality of the water decrease. Council member Graham said no because they use enough water to keep it moving in the lines. Council member Wilson said five hundred West is on a map from the 1950’s. Council member Graham said when he first moved to Escalante people used five hundred West. This item was discussed at length. Council member Wilson made a motion to table this item until further notice. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Lindsay, Graham, Lyman and Stowe voting aye. 

MARK AUSTIN – REQUEST TO REDUCE 100 NORTH BETWEEN 400 AND 500 WEST TO 40’   
Council member Lindsay made a motion to table this item until further notice. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Wilson, Lyman, Stowe and Lindsay voting aye.

TOYS FOR TOTS DONATION  
[bookmark: _Hlk89781257]Mayor Torgersen said this is a request for a donation for Toys for Tots. Mayor Torgersen said Toys for Tots is for all of Garfield County. Mayor Torgersen said last year the City donated $250.00 to the Toys for Tots. Council member Wilson made a motion to donate $250.00 to the Toys for Tots. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lyman, Lindsay, Graham and Wilson voting aye. 

ANGEL TREE DONATION
Mayor Torgersen said the Angel Tree is for citizens in Escalante. City Recorder Steed said the City did not donate to the Angel Tree last year due to not receiving a donation request. 
Council member Stowe made a motion to donate $300.00 to the Angel Tree. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Lyman, Graham, Lindsay and Stowe voting aye. 

WATER AGREEMENT
Mayor Torgersen explained the Water Agreement. Mayor Torgersen said the City has been working on this agreement for several years. Council member Graham made a motion to approve the Water Agreement with Pine Creek Irrigation Company. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Graham, Stowe, Lyman and Lindsay voting aye. 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS LIST
Mayor Torgersen said she would like to table this item and have the Council think about it. Council member Lindsay made a motion to table this item until the next meeting. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Lindsay, Lyman, Wilson and Stowe voting aye. 

CAPITAL ASSETS SELF-ASSESSMENT (CASI)
Mayor Torgersen said she would like to table this item and have the Council work with City Recorder Steed on their departments. Council member Stowe made a motion to table this item until the next meeting. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Lindsay, Stowe, Wilson and Graham voting aye. 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
City Recorder Steed said the Budget and Financial Reports are available for review. 

City Recorder Steed explained that the City did not receive the ARPA matching grant from the State.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
[bookmark: _Hlk89858025]The Fire Department had nothing to report at this time. 

COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR MELANI TORGERSEN
Mayor Torgersen thanked the employees and Council member Wilson for putting up the Christmas lights on Main Street. 

COUNCIL MEMBER CHAD LYMAN
Council member Lyman had nothing to report at this time. 
    
 COUNCIL MEMBER LENZA WILSON
Council member Wilson said he has a few more light boxes to fix for the Christmas lights on Main Street. 
Council member Wilson said he is cleaning out drainage ditches at the airport. 
   
COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham had nothing to report at this time. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe had nothing to report at this time. 

COUNCIL MEMBER DAN’L LINDSAY
Council member Lindsay had nothing to report at this time. 

UNPAID BILLS
Council member Lindsay made a motion to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lindsay, Lyman, Wilson and Graham voting aye. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Council member Lindsay made a motion to go into executive session for a strategy session to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation at 6:50 p.m. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Lyman, Lindsay, Graham and Stowe voting aye. Present at the executive session were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Graham, Lyman, Stowe, Lindsay, Wilson, City Attorney Huntington and 
City Recorder Steed. 

Council member Stowe made a motion to go out of executive session back into regular session at 7:30 p.m. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Graham, Wilson, Lyman and Lindsay voting aye 
 
Council member Lyman made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with all in favor.





_________________________________________Stephanie Steed, CMC
City Recorder
Date minutes approved: 12/21/2021










