Emery County Public Lands Meeting
October 1, 2013
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

Present:  
PLC:  Ed Geary, Jon Gilbert, Rod Player, Sherrel Ward
PLC Staff: Ray Petersen, Tammy Tucker

Public:  John Baza, James Owen, Scott Jackson, John Anderson, Chris Wood, Jonathan Hunt, Paula Wellnitz, Ron Dean
Excused:  
1. Welcome:  Ed welcomed everyone and opened meeting.  
2.  Approval of Minutes:  Sherrel Ward made motion to accept the September 3, 2013 PLC Meeting Minutes as recorded, seconded by Jon Gilbert, motion carried.  
3.  Chairman Comments:  Ed mentioned that Emery County made the cover of the Utah Geological Survey’s newsletter with an article on the Seely Fire related debris-flow hazard.  In connection with that, the county Road Department has been working hard the last few weeks to repair the flood damage from all the storms in recent weeks.  Ray mentioned that the county has about 1200 miles of road with a little over 100 miles of paved, a little over 100 is gravel and the rest is dirt or native surface and when it rains they need repair.  The Road Department is going to see if FEMA can help them out with some of this.  There has also been flooding in Cottonwood Canyon that rolled boulders the size of pickups across the road in three different places and the sandy country down south got really washed away.  
4.  County Commission Report on Land Use Bill:  Randy stated that he, Commissioner Migliori and Ray went back to DC on the 9th-12th.  Congressman Bishop was very engaged and very supportive of what Emery County has done here and recognized the importance of Emery County to the entire package that he is trying to do. Congressman Chaffetz is also very supportive of the process.  They are trying to get to the point where they have created a map and some draft language and hope to see it come out sometime this fall.  Ray stated that other stakeholders have submitted maps to Congressman Bishop including SUWA, Grand Canyon Trust, and PEW Trusts.  They looked at our map piece by piece and wondered why the Public Lands Council made the recommendations they did.  Their map represents more wilderness than Emery County’s did but there is some interaction going on there. Ray stated that PEW is very clear that this is a discussion map and not a draft.  Rod asked about cherry stemming roads on their other map and suggested that we look carefully at each one of the proposed things to see if we want to go with them.  Randy clarified that it is only to help them to understand that Emery County has set some very distinct parameters on what we will and will not discuss.  If they are going to ask us to even look at some areas where we might be able to expand to make this all come together Emery County will not close roads or eliminate any other resource use to create wilderness and if we are going to cherry stem we are going to have some warranties.  
5.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM):  Ray stated that the Price Field Manager had committed to being here but due to the Government shutdown could not be here today.  Ray stated in regards 
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to the news article that went out to invite the agencies to participate in PLC Meeting that it was good to issue this reminder and wants to point out in regards to the Price BLM is that we have a very good working relationship with that office and the personnel there.  Sherrel wanted to express his appreciation to Patsy and the article she wrote.  It was excellent and got to the point and thinks it will help and wanted to thank her and the Emery County Progress for the article.
Division of Water Rights (DWRi):  None
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  John Baza stated that the Division apologizes that they have been missing in action for awhile.  They had a long discussion about this in their management team and they are going find ways to be more regularly present and they appreciate the reminder.  They have three regulatory programs in the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining:  Coal Regulatory Program, Non-Coal Program called their Minerals Program and they regulate all mining but coal; and the Oil and Gas Program.  The Coal Program is a Federal grant program and the Minerals & Oil and Gas Programs are State funded so they are not affected by the Government shutdown.  The last program they have which is non-regulatory is the Abandoned Mines.  It is an adjunct to their coal program in that the Office of Surface Mining gives them primacy for coal regulation and they allow them to do this program because they have a coal program.  If the coal program were to go away they would not be able to have an abandoned mines reclamation program.  
In regards to their coal program, they have nothing new in terms of regulatory activities.  They have some mines that are getting to the limits of their production right now which includes West Ridge.  Emery Deep is not close to coming back online anytime soon.  Lila Canyon would be available to that company to ramp up once West Ridge is finished with their coal production.  They received notice that in regards to Deer Creek that they sent out 60-day warning notices to their employees that indicated that they could be looking at some layoffs and once this 60-day notice is up they might go through a round of layoffs depending on how things shape up at the coal mine.  

In regards to some abandoned mine projects they are planning on starting their San Rafael Project within the next two weeks to start some of the closures.  This is principally a BLM organized project and DOGM is serving as the service contractor to the BLM and Chris Conrad out of the BLM-Price Office has been their main contact for the project.  They have another AML construction project called the Byron Howard near Deer Creek which is ongoing.  They have a coal fire project because of the Seely Fire near Wattis which left a coal seam on fire.  

DOGM sponsors a quarterly meeting for Carbon and Emery called the Carbon-Emery Collaborative Meeting and they have been alternating locations, one quarter they will meet in Price and one in Castle Dale which was held last month.  They had someone from Rocky Mountain Power (RMP) talk about coal fire power and the future of that industry.  This meeting will become their principal outreach in the area for oil, gas & mining.  The next meeting will be in December in Price and they have asked the Governor’s Energy Advisor, Cody Stewart, to present.  Mr. Baza encourages everyone to attend and will put anyone on the email list who is interested in attending these meetings. 
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR):  Chris Wood reported that the hunts are going on and it is also a busy time for their Habitat section as well.  Two projects are active in Emery County -Stump Flat and the Burma Road Project doing some habitat work to improve in the winter range for mule deer and elk.  Today they have a plane seeding both of these benches.  
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The Divisions aquatic section is busy as it is gill netting season.  They are dropping nets at Scofield today and pulling tomorrow.  Electric Lake will be setting nets on October 9th and pulling on the 10th and setting at Joes Valley on October 15th and pulling on the 16th.  

They had a family fishing event two weekends ago at the Huntington Game Farm pond.  To prepare for the event they stocked 500 Rainbow Trout but had about 12 people attend so there is still a lot to catch.  

Their dedicated Hunter Coordinator and Volunteer Coordinator, Walt Maldonado, has taken the Boys and Girl Club from Green River to Lake Powell.  He has been working with them throughout the year on different fishing events and the end of the year sendoff is to go to Lake Powell to experience the fishing there.  Also in Green River, they are hoping to open up their shooting range/park sometime in the middle of October.  

Hunting has been pretty good on the mountain seeing good size animals and having good success.  
School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA):  None
Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF):  None
Utah Grazing Improvement Program (GIP):  None 
Utah State Parks & Recreation:  Jonathan reported that they pulled out the water trampoline at Huntington.  Green River Melon Days was a big success.  Millsite is higher than it has ever been for this time of year as the rain storms brought it up almost four feet.  They are going to keep the parks open as long as they can.  In fact, they may not close any of their parks all winter long.  They will turn some water off but if people want to dry camp both Millsite and Huntington will be open year round.  User fees will be half what is for the summertime.  If anyone knows of groups who want to do Trunk or Treat in the campgrounds they are welcome to park in the campsites and let the kids walk around.  It is a perfect venue for it so if you want to do it let him know and they will make it happen.
Washington Delegation Staff:  Ron reported that they had a staff meeting yesterday which Senator Hatch doesn’t normally attend but he came and sat at the table and told the staff that he appreciated them coming to work.  The Senate has passed, which is attached to the Helium Reserve Bill, a rural schools funding of $270 million.  In addition to that, there is some money for abandoned well remediation of $50 million; $50 million for National Park maintenance backlog that doesn’t kick in until 2018.  It also reduced the royalties on soda ash from 6 to 4%.  When the House passed the Helium Reserve Bill they passed it as a clean bill without these attachments with only one nay vote.  They hope that the House will take the Senate Bill and pass it.  SRS funding is not welfare for western states it is a compensation for activity that should be taking place on our forests but is not.  
6.  Additional Issues from Council Members:  Sherrel asked about HR1526 on maintaining our watersheds, improvements, etc.  Randy responded that the personality of the relevant committees in the House and Senate could not be more diametrically opposed.  There is a lot of pressure due to all the wildfires that it is changing the dynamic a little bit which is in our favor.  Sherrel would like to see this council do anything we can do to get our legislature pushing, co-sponsoring, be involved in the process.  He would like to send a letter to our legislators in 
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support of this bill.  Ray stated that he has sent three emails stating Emery County’s support of this bill to both Senators Bishop and Chaffetz.  
Sherrel gave the water report: precipitation to date – Buck Flat – 94%, Clear Creek – 128%, Mammoth-Cottonwood – 87%, Huntington – 95%, Seely Creek – 101%, Timberline – 96%, White River – 93% for an average of 99%.  
7.  Concerned Citizens:  Scott Jackson stated that he has been listening to the new sustainable land use bill and it sounds wonderful to him and that sustainable land management is what this country has needed along.  John Anderson thanked the county for the way they have kept the roads up, mainly the ones in the San Rafael Swell.
8.  Adjourn:  Rod Player made motion to adjourn, seconded by Sherrel Ward, meeting adjourned.
