Town of Bluff
Planning and Zoning Commission Regular Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, November 3, 2021 at 6:00 pm
VIRTUAL -  Bluff Community Center
190th 3rd East, Bluff, Utah 84512

APPROVEDVO


6:01 Roll Call:  Sarah Burak, Amanda Podmore, Marcia Hadenfeldt, Malyssa Egge, Ed Dobson
P&Z Advisors: Deborah Westfall
Town Council Representatives: Luanne Hook, Jim Sayers, Brant Murray, Ann Leppanen

Approval of minutes from 10/20/2021 regular meeting: Podmore made the motion to approve the meeting minutes from the October 20 Regular P&Z Meeting, Hadenfeldt seconded the motion. Dobson- Aye, Podmore – Aye, Egge – Aye, Hadenfeldt – Aye, Burak - Abstained. Four in Favor, None Opposed, One abstain. The motion passes. 

Public Citizens to Be Heard: Diana Davidson noted the Dark Sky Ordinance effective date is coming up. The Business Owners of Bluff have submitted a request to move or revise the effective date, but Davidson is concerned that business owners and residents still have questions and do not fully understand what is required by the ordinance. Davidson would like to have Planning and Zoning provide a zoom meeting to answer questions from interested parties. Burak thanked Davidson for her comments and noted that Planning and Zoning had initially discussed ways to help citizens come into compliance. 

New Business
1. Land Use Clearances (Eileen Fjerstad): Eileen Fjerstad and Sam Weldon were both present for the meeting to answer questions regarding their application. Hadenfeldt noted it appeared all requirements had been met for Fjerstad’s LUC application. Hadenfeldt commented that in person meetings are preferable when reviewing LUCs as paperwork is available to look at and also noted P&Z members are able to request a walk through of properties to help understand the LUC application, however, this application was fairly straightforward. 

Fjerstad confirmed there is an existing trailer on site which will be moved to accommodate the building and ensure the building meets the required setbacks. 

Dobson stated that since a walk around the property was not performed, the P&Z Commission does not relinquish any of the requirements if there are items not in compliance. Podmore agreed with Hadenfeldt that the application was clear and thanked Fjerstad and Weldon for submitting a clear application. Podmore also noted that walk arounds have not been completed on prior applications, but noted site reviews can be required for questions or complicated issues.

Weldon will begin work on the property as soon as the trailer is moved.

Burak requested an efficient way for property owners to submit hard copy forms and applications in the future and thanked Weldon for submitting the application. 

Hadenfeldt made the motion to approve the land use clearance as submitted by Eileen Fjerstad and the building crew. Dobson seconded the motion. Podmore – Aye, Egge – Aye, Burak – Aye, Hadenfeldt – Aye, Dobson – Aye. All in favor, none opposed. The motion passed and the application was approved unanimously. 

Burak will return the approved application to Weldon tomorrow. 

2. Edit subdivision application: Podmore outlined the process which merged the internal checklist with the application for a subdivision. The newly created subdivision application includes the first few pages of application, followed by a very detailed checklist for the P&Z commissioners to review when approving a subdivision application. The commissioners discussed minor changes to the document including removing the state and county requirements and only referring to the municipal code. 

The P&Z Commission does not have the power to approve a major subdivision; these must be approved or denied by the Town Council. P&Z must still review the application before passing the application to Town Council, and the commissioners discussed the process in which to submit to the council. The commissioners agreed to add a selection which would allow them to submit an application for a major subdivision to Town Council with recommendation for denial. 

Podmore made the motion to submit the updated Subdivision Application to Town Council.  Hadenfeldt seconded. Egge – Aye, Dobson – Aye, Burak – Aye, Podmore – Aye, Hadenfeldt – Aye. All in favor, none opposed. The motion passed unanimously. 

3. Other: Egge noted there was an outstanding motion from the prior meeting for a Land Use Clearance from BARC (Bluff Animal Rescue Committee). Burak will be reaching out to Dudley Beck. Burak noted P&Z should continue with ordinance updates and public hearings, as these processes could also assist with the issue at hand. Discussion regarding variances (also on this meeting agenda), could also help with the tabled motion. 

Burak noted Davidson’s suggestion on Dark Sky Ordinance compliance. Hadenfeldt noted that once ordinances are passed, Town Council is responsible for enforcement. Podmore would like to support the suggestion, and with Town Council’s advice, determine the direction the Town wants to take and what timing would be appropriate for an informational meeting. 

Dobson made the motion to close the regular Planning and Zoning Meeting and Podmore seconded the motion. Burak – Aye, Dobson – Aye, Egge – Aye, Hadenfeldt – Aye, Podmore -Aye. All in favor, none opposed. Meeting closed at 6:34pm. 
